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Smart kids 
get smarter 
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Polly Toynbee: why 
animal experiments 
are still necessary 
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Just a little something to warm you up 
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■e outcome of yesterday’s 
glo-Irish s ummi t, which sees 
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lite- deadlock, may well cor 
the IRA in their belief that the 
next phase should be one of war. 

When they met in London 
yesterday, John Major and the 
Taoiseach, John Bruton, af- 
firmed there is much common 
ground between them. But the 
two governments could not 
reach agreement on the crucial 
question of whether to guar- 
antee republic - s that another 


ceasefire wo 
cgotiatioH 
Mr Majt 
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j>»ring them into 
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,(itlmed the com- 
en be declared; 
in wishing to sec 
asefire,” and said 
its wanted to see 
king part in inclu- 


fp lies in what should 
tew ceasefire. Dublin’s 
, set out again yesterday, 
‘another cessation along 
lies of that announced In 
si 1994, together with a 
: Sinn Fein commitment to 
fjcratic principles, should be 
pugb to guarantee republican 
lory into negotiations. 

In a direct appeal to the 
(i‘LRA made after the Downing 
Street meeting, Mr Bruton said 
“Why not. (call) a ceasefire 
now? I would say to the re- 
publican movement - those in 
Sinn Fein are people of ability. 
They should have nothing to 
fear in sitting down at the table 
to discuss their future with all 
! their neighbours in Northern 
• Ireland. They don't need re- 
k course to violence . . . 

W “If the IRA makes the nec- 
essary effort in the way in which 
they frame their ceasefire dec- 


As the talking 
falters, David 
McKittrick 
reports on the 
grim prospects 
for the peace 
process in 
Northern Ireland 

laration, to convince all con- 
cerned that this time there is no 
turning back to violence - yes, 
I believe. Sum Feb will be 
quickly admitted to talks.’' 

The two leaders, who spent 
about two hours discussing Eu- 
rope, win meet again at the 
Dublin summit on Friday. 
There is pessimism in Dublin 
that Mr Major's loss of a ma- 
jority at Westminster has left the 
Government open to pressure 
from the Ulster Unionists. 

Mr Major reiterated, how- 
ever, that he would want to ex- 
amine the terms of any new' 
ceasefire, and then scrutinise the 
IRA and Sinn Feb over an un- 
specified period of time before 
allowing the republicans into 
talks. 

Dublin, together with SDLP 
leader John Hume, accepts the 
Sinn Fern argument that b re- 
publican terms this is not prac- 
tical politics. Republicans say 
that the 1994 ceasefire was a 
move on their pan to produce 
negotiations, and that its failure 
to do so means that there can- 
not be another such unilateral 
move. One leading republican 
said: “An ERA leadership that 
did that would be just laughed 
out of office." 


war 


Many observers in Ireland, 
north and south, believe that Mr 
Major’s position contains an 
ironic echo of that of Mr 
Adams. Just as another unilat- 
eral ceasefire is not practical 
politics for Mr Adams, so any 
bold move by Mr Major to as- 
sure Sinn Feb of serious ne- 
gotiations would bring down 
disaster on his government 

In such a scenario the Union- 
ists would walk out of negotia- 
tions. This would prevent 
all-party talks; it would also pre- 
cipitate a campaign to bring 
down the Major government 

In Belfast, mainstream 
Unionist politicians are happy 
with Mr Major’s present stance. 
But nationalists, for all yester- 
day's decorous agreement to 
disagree, are becoming more 
and more anti-Major. 

In the south, according to a 
recent opinion poll, 50 per cent 
of people blame the prime min- 
ister for the stalemate ta the 
peace process, while only 1 1 per 
cent blame the republicans. 
Britain has. in other words, a 
huge credibility problem across 
the Irish Sea, 

The nationalist instinct is 
that there are doves in the re- 
publican movement who should 
be encouraged b their debates 
with their more hawkish asso- 
ciates. There is little sympathy 
for British ministers who chal- 
lenge Mr Adams and company. 

This is being duly noted by 
the republicans who, it can be 
presumed, wfll now view their 
options as having been nar- 
rowed by the outcome of yes- 
terday’s talks. The chances are, 
having concluded b their corn- 
passionless analysis that jaw-jaw 
is not on offer, then it wul have 
to be war-war. 



On these chffl, colourless days, there 
could be nothing more wanning than 
Howard Hodgkin’s new exhibition at 
London's Hayward Gallery. 

This covers 20 years' work of some- 
one considered by many to be our 
greatest Dying painter. Within a few 


days of opening, the show has been 
showered with superlatives. 

In today's UaMoid section, our crit- 
ic Bryan Robertson says: “Before you 
begin to wonder about content or 
what’s going on in real, recognisable 
terms, you you are electrify! ngly 


aware of broad areas of blazing or 
smouldering red, a deep moody blue 
or a luminously verdant green prac- 
tically hitting you from the watLYbu're 
aware of a passionately decisive wel- 
ter of big, slashed brush-strokes, lus- 
cious but alert and bristling in their 


intensity. Like the smile of the 
Cheshire cat in Alice, a generalised 
light-drenched mood scans to be 
transmitted from the paintings." 

Ybu get the picture. On The Riviera 
(above) may not be cheaper than a ra- 
diator, but it’s a lot more fun. 


Schizophrenic who attacked 
nursery children jailed for life 


• : S 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The paranoid schizophrenic 
who ran amok with a machete 
at an infants' school, backing at 
toddlers and their teachers, 
was yesterday convicted of sev- 
en attempted murders. 

Horrctt Campbell, who was 
obsscsscd with Lhe Dunblane 
killer, Thomas Hamilton, was 
ordered to be assessed at a high- 
security hospital yesterday, as a 
magistrate defended his ac- 
tions in not ordering a psychi- 
atric report in an earlier case. 

A -unanimous six-man, six- 
woman jury at Stafford Crown 
Court took less than three 
hours to find Campbell. 35, 
guilty of attempting to murder 
three children and four women 
when he attacked them with at 
a Teddy Bears' picnic at St 
Luke's infants' school, Blaken- 
hall Wolverhampton, in July. 


The trial judge, Mr Justice 
Sedley, ordered Campbell to be 
detained at Ashworth mental 
hospital, Liverpool, for 12 
weeks under an interim hospi- 
tal order, and told him: “Unless 
this is a case in which I am 
caused to send you to a mental 
hospital under the Mental 
Health Act, I shall certainly be 
passing a sentence of life im- 
prisonment on you." 

The judge told the jury that 
he would recommend a braveiy 
award for Lisa Potts, the nurs- 
ery nurse at the schooL who had 
shielded many of her young 
pupils from Campbell’s blows 
despite suffering the worst in- 
juries in the attack. “You may 
well be thinking that Lisa Potts 
deserves more formal recogni- 
tion. 1 think so loo.” 

Det Supt Sandy Craig, of 
West Midlands Police said he 
was convinced Miss Potts had 
averted one, two or even three 



Horrett Campbell: Obsessed 
with Dunblane Idfflei; HamRton 

murder inquiries. “She suffered 
horrific injuries herself and was 
lucky to survive,” he said. 

Campbell, whose council flat 
overlooked the playground. 


told police be believed the chil- 
dren were devils and claimed 
they pidted cm him. One witness 
told the trial that be strode 
through the playground bran- 
dishing the 2ft madiete as if cut- 
ting corn. The horrified group 
of 18 children, aged three and 
four, and mothers scattered to 
avoid the blows. He later sur- 
veyed the chaos from his flat. 

Campbell left Colton Hills 
comprehensive school at 16 
without qualifications. He had 
become cut off from the outside 
world, had struggled to cope 
with the death of his mother and 
was thought never to have had 
a girlfriend. His mental condi- 
tion was not diagnosed until af- 
ter his arrest for the attacks, 
although a court report in a tri- 
al in November last year for af- 
fray and possessing an offensive 
weapon suggested his mental 
health be investigated. The 
stipendiary magistrate in the 


earlier case, Ian Gillespie. look 
the unusual step yesterday of is- 
suing a Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment statement defending 
his decision to sentence him to 
two months’ jail rather than or- 
der a psychiatric report. 

Hany Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Probation Offi- 
cers, said: “In cases like this 
where there is violence or the 
threat of violence, there is a duly 
on the court to take account of 
the risk to the public. Virtual- 
ly all mentally ill offenders are 
found to be in denial. It is the 
job of psychiatric services to 
coax them into treatment." 

Paul Cavadino. of the Penal 
Affairs Consortium, said the 
previous history underlined the 
“overwhelming case” for court 
psychiatric schemes in every 
area of the country. 

Disaster waiting to happen, 
page* 


Don’t bin that bag: it may hold God’s word 


- Steve Crawshaw 

Recycling may be the interna- 
tional rallying ciy for environ- 
mentally sound citizens, but 
Afghanistan's ruling Tale ban 
has its own thoughts on the mat- 
ter. Along with other radical 
steps to stem dissolute 20th-cen- 
tuiy practices, the movement's 
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new edict is: no recyfing. Hence- 
forth, citizens are not allowed 
to cany paper bags - especial- 
ly if the paper in question has 
already enjoyed another, more 
dignified life, perhaps as a page 
in the Koran. 

The new move is part of the 
Thleban’s drive to impose Is- 
lamic law in Afghanistan. “We 
respect paper, whether it is 
written on or not. We have an- 
nounced that people should 
not use paper for bagsor put pa- 
per on the rubbish tip," Amir 
Khan Mutaqi, the acting infor- 
mation minister, said yesterday. 

He demanded that people 

. 4 ? 


use plastic bags instead. How- 
ever, paper bags are used more 
often in the markets of Kabul, 
not least because plastic ones 
are much more expensive. 

_ Somewomen even earn their 
livings by making up paper 
hags from discarded paper in 
the street. One woman squat- 
ting in front of a pile of paper 
hags jh Kabul’s Karte Panwtn - 
market said: “I used to work for 
the government, I need to sell 
bags to feed my family. "What 
else can I do?” 

The government's lope is, as 
one market trader noted: 
“There might be some words 

m 


from the Holy Koran or Arabic 
writing on the paper which 
might be thrown away, and 
that would be an insult to the 
Hojy-Koran." 

The ban on paper bags is only 
the latest in a string of recent 
edicts, inducting a requirement 
that all government workers 
grow beards. A number of civ- 
il servants have already been 
sacked for failing to comply. 

The paper bag ban had un- 
expected side-effects. There 
was an immediate run on toilet 
paper by customers worried 
that it, too, might be affected by 
the Ihleban edict 
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Top pay for teachers 

Primary teachers in Britain are 
among the best paid in the 
western world but they haw big- 
ger classes and teach longer 
hours than their colleagues in 
other countries. 


Prayers not answered 
The much vaunted revival in 
English Catholicism - led by a 
smattering of the rich, the in- 
fluential and Lhe politically 
right-wing - is nothing more 
than an illusion. Page 3 

Great escape 
A family of 17, the biggest 
group of NorLh Korean defec- 
tors since Lhe Korean War. ar- 
rived in Seoul yesterday, six 
weeks after launching an epic 
escape through China and 
Hong Kong. 
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A little festive warmth on the green baize 


S ome things are temporary 
and contingent: they come 
and they go. And when 
they've gone, they leave little - 
mark. Sexual passion. Barbie 
dolls, chocolate coloured 
clothing and government 
crises all fall into this 
category. But others are 
eternal and recurrent, 
essential parts of the deep 
fabric of life, and it was those 
- rather than the flashv and 
colourful plastic of Mr 
Major's plight - that were 
prc-occupying MPs yesterday. 
Far from having spent the 



emergeuty, 40 or so gathered 
together for warmth on the 


morning in deep plot 
members had clearly b 


members had clearly been 
attending the first convivial 
pre-Christmas lunches. They 
were neither rowdy nor 
rancorous, but quiet and 
contemplative. So while the 
frantic political world outside 
chased the latest fashionable 


‘It is rare indeed 
to hear an MP 
'admit quite so 
courageoudy that 
kis electors are 
selfish swine 9 


together for warmth on the 
green baize benches and 
spoke of profound things: of 
constituencies, ancient 
jealousies, man's relation with 
the natural world and of the 
mfllenmum itself. 

Toby Jessel (C Twick- 
enham) has the perpetual air 
of a man who is experiencing 
post-hospiraiity highs and 
lows. A generous word 
ernphasiser and saliva 
scatterer he HOPED that 
government funds would 
■NOT be found for 10 (wet) 
PINNACLES to be located 
from KEW to HAMPTON 
court. 

This was followed by the 
lugubrious figure of Sir 
Michael Neubert (C 
Romford), who addressed 
himself drily to the river. In 
the context of the millennium 


exhibition - to be held on the 
bonks of the Thames at 
Greenwich - would proper 
attention, he asked, be paid 
to “the river-road interface". 

This should have alarmed 
Mr Jessel. If millennium 
pinnacles are bad, what must 
a millennium interface be 
like? Would it be situated ' - 
hallway along the pinnacles. . 
between numbers five and 
six? “Look, my son," we will 
be able to tell our children, “I 
was there when that 
magnificent interface was 
built.” Or is this simply a 
pompous term for what used 
to be known as a “bridge"? 

Ancient sentiments 
surfaced when the brave 
Patrick Nicholl (drink-driving 
ex-minister and wearer of 
violent yellow ties) told the 
House bis constituents were 
unhappy that “substantial 


sums that might be spent on do worse, he replied, than to 
Teignbridge are spent on don hunting red m pursuit of 
eweiseas fid". It is rare the inban fox. Let bun at 

indeed to hear an MP admit astride an olddonkey” , rustle 

quite, so courageously that ha up a pack of “mangy _ 

electors are a bunch of selfish mongrels ,jake ao Ouzo 
swine who would rather stinup cup and-; 

splash out on more parking presumably - begin the chase 

facilities at Toys R Us than through the middens and 
save Africans from starvation, rat-infested rookeries of east 


Finally, the most enduring 
rivalry of them, all was 
exposed when Newham's 
favourite urchin, Tony Banks, 
took on Tory toff and Church 
estates commissioner Michael 
Alison (Selby) over hunting 
on church lands. Did Mr 
Alison not recall St Luke and 
the five sparrows? Or 

Ecclesiastes “man shall not 
have pre-eminence over the 
beasts for all his vanity”? 

Mr Alison's response was a 
model of country contempt 
for the town. Mir Banks could 


Britain’s 


teachers 


at top of 



The flip 
side of 
friendly 


Flipper 


Nicholas Schoon 


pay league 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


Primary teachers in the United King- 
dom are among the best paid in the 
Western world, but they have bigger 
classes and teach longer hours than their 
colleagues in other countries, accord- 
ing to an international study published 
yesterday. 

The figures from the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment shows that only Irish, Spanish and 
Portuguese teachers in a list of 2 1 west- 
ern industrialised countries earn more 
in relation to national average income 


per person. 

Insh teachers earn twice the national 


average while Italian, Norwegian and 
Swedish teachers have the lowest rel- 
ative pay. The figures are for teachers 
with 15 years’ experience. UK prima- 
ry teachers also made bigger salary gains 
between 1985 and 1993 in relation to 
national income than those in many oth- 
er countries. 

Teachers in Austria, Finland and Por- 
tugal also dklweU and those m Greece, 
Ireland, Japan and the Netherlands 
worst 

However, primary school feacheisare 
contracted to teach longer hours in the 
UK than in many other countries. 
They work 950 hours a year - fourth in 
a list of 20 countries - compared with 
an average among 20 countries of 829 
hours. 

Swiss and Dutch teachers work the 
longest hours and those in Norway and 
Sweden, who have relatively low’ 
salaries, the shortest. Hours in Sweden 
an; 40 per cent below the average. The 
report comments: “There does seem to 
be a tendency to reward longer-work- 
ing teachers more than shorter-work- 
ing ones.” It also notes that the best paid 
teachers lend to be responsible for more 


pupils. Both pay and the number of 
pupils per teacher are fairly high in both 
the UK. In 1993, UK teachers were re- 
sponsible for more than twice as many 
children (21.7) as those in Italy (9.9). 
There are more pupils per teacher in 
Turkey (27.6) than any other coun- 
tiy.The more teachers are paid, says the 
report, the harder it will be to afford 
small classes. 

Donald Hirsch, a consultant for the 
organisation, said: “In the UK, extra 
money spent on education has gone into 
teachers' salaries rather than lowering 
pupil-teacher ratios.” Such ratios have 
been rising in UK primary schools but 
falling in most other countries. 

OreraH, spending on education in the 
UK as a percentage of national income 
is comparatively low. It comes 20th out 
of 27 with Canada and the United States 
at the top and Turkey and Greece at the 
bottom. 

In higher education, however, the UK 
has more people graduating in the rel- 
evant age group than anywhere else in 
Europe. That is because die big ex- 
pansion in student numbers in recent 
years has not led to an increased drop- 
out rate. 

A spokeswoman for the National 
Union of Teachers said that the growth 
in teachers' relative earnings appeared 
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high because they included two excep- 
tionally big rises one in 19S7 when the 


tionaliv big rises one in 19S7 when the 
profession lost its collective bargaining 
rights and one just before the 1992 gen- 
eral election. 

“We also have the same scale for pri- 
mary and secondary teachers which 
doesn't happen anywhere else in the 
world. One of the difficulties with in- 
ternational comparisons is that they ig- 
nore salient facts. In Portugal.’ for ' 
instance, you don't have to be a pro- 
fessionally trained graduate to be a 
teacher.” 


i ur'' 


Salary of primary school teachers with 15 years' experience as a multiple of GDP p 







Cruel sea: The lovable dolphin (lop) and members of the species in more 
unfamiliar mode attacking a porpoise Photographs: BBC 


The financial jungle: 


a free maehete. 


significant shorts 


Setback for 
‘road rage’ 
case police 


Tesco accused 
of interfering 
in union ballot 1 


London, accompanied by 
cries of “gam” front ■ 
barrow-boys, sundry pimps 
and effete cosmopolitans. 

Besides, added fellow Tbry 
Sir Patrick Carmack (whose 
substantial bulk, were be to 
join the hunt, would have to 
be winched medieval style 
onto the saddle of his horse), 
Mr Banks did “not know the 
difference between a fox and 
a badger". Oh yeah, country- 
boy? Lemme tellya. They’re 
both on display at the animal- 
town interface. 


“road-rage" murder of Lee 
I Harvey have found 120 

I motorists who. travelled along 

the same route as him on the 
night he died, .but none has 
, been able to provide anyTurw 

leads. ’ •’ 

Eight road blocks were set 
up on Sunday night along the 
route where Mr Haiyey, 25. 
was said by his fiancee, Trade 
Andrews, to have been 
chased by two men in a dark- 
coloured Ford Sierra. Mr 
Harvey’s throat was cut and 
he was stabbed 15 tiroes the 
previous Sunday after 
allegedly being chased by the 
Sierra driver alter leaving the 
Maribrook public bouse m 
Bromsgrove. Last week. Miss 
Andrews, 27, bearing a black 
eye and stitches, told a news 
conference about the attack 


by the passenger in the 
Sierra, a “fat man with 


staring eyes”. 

On Wednesday she was 
admitted to hospital, 
apparently after taking an 
overdose of pills. The next 
day, police said they had 
arrested A 27 year old woman 
for auestioning, but they 
would not confirm it was 
Miss Andrews. She remains 
in hospital and is still too 
unwell to be questioned. •. 
Steve Boggan 


Senior managers at the Tbsco 
supermarket chain were 
yesterday accused of ' 
interfering in a union 
election ballot by distributing 
the literature of the 
“Blairite" candidate. 

The company sent out an_ 
E-mall instruction to all 500 
store managers telUng them 
to send out leaflets' to shop 
stewards on behalf of Bill 
Connor, standing on the 
“moderate" ticket for the 
leadership of Usdaw, the 
shopworkers' union. 

His left-wing opponent 
■ferry Savage, who has 
attracted backing from 
Trotskyists to middle-of-the- 
road Labour supporters, 
argued it was “unethical” for 
a union official to rely on the -i 
help of management. 

Leslie James, Tbsco’s 
human resources director, 
said that they acceded to the 
request from Mr Connor 
because of management’s T 
“mature” relationship wife jj 
the union and that the * 
company would be “happy*. . 
to circulate documents on.-., 
behalf of Mr Savage. There 
was no Question of 


was no question of 
favouritism. Barrie Clement 


Surgeon’s 

mistake 


Dolphins have a darker side. They 
bludgeon to death their close evolu- 
tionary relative, the porpoise, in the 
seas off north-east Scotland. 

Tbday video footage of the killings 
will be shown on a BBC2 programme 
about Scottish wildlife, Operation 
Survh-aL 

The boLtienose dolphins of Moray 
'Firth gang up to hunt a passing por- 
poise, battering it with their skulls and 
long, hard noses, biting it and flinging 
it into the air. 

It is a highly uneven contest: the 
three- to four-metre dolphins weigh 
five tiroes as much as the metre-long 
porpoise. The smaller cetaceans die of 
multiple injuries. 

The savagery seems an ocean apart 
from the benign nature we have 
dreamed up for the ever-smiling dol- 
phin- Playful and highly intelligent, they 
may be but not gentle, for they fight 
each other as well: " 

“What we’ve found does rock their 
image rather," saki Ben Wilson, of Ab- 
erdeen University, whp .studies. the^ 
ecology of the Moray ' Firth bot- 1 

dew»es. 'They’re real wild animals and 

we shouldn’t forget it^ . . 

He believes that attacks by the 150 
dolphins which inhabit the 5,000 
square kilometres of the firth are a sig- 
nificant cause of death among the 
much larger number of porpoises liv- 
ing there. 

Suspicions were first aroused some 
sax years ago when examination of 
washed up, dead porpoises revealed 
tooth marks, broken bones and crush- 
ing of internal organs. 

Dr Wilson said the cause of the at- 
tacks would not be known until the dol- 
phins carrying them out had been 
identified. 

He and fellow scientists can pick out 
many of the individual botuenoses 
from the shape of and marks on their 
dorsal fins. 

Once it was known whether females, 
or males, or mixed groups were behind 
the killing s this could help lead to an 
explanation, he said. But the video 
footage obtained so far has not been 
good enough to pick out the individ- 
ual attackers. 

One theory is that the killings 
happen because the two mammals 
compete for similar food. This lethal 
behaviour is seen among other 
predators. 

Otters are thonght to kill or chase 
off the smaller mink. The biggest of the 
big cats, like tigers, sometimes kill 
smaller ones like leopards. 

Intense competition for smaller 
prey may even explain the abiding, in- 
stinctive hatred between cats and 
dogs. 

The Independent and the World 
Wide Fund for Nature have produced 
an illustrated book on wildlife con- 
servation in Britain, Going, Going, 
G<me, whicb features the porpoise. It 
is published by Bookman at £6.50, 
ISBN 189871839-3. 


New head for 


bad pupils 


i A new head has been moved 
into a Croydon school 
because the council is so 
worried about pupils' 
behavioor. 

Croydon council has asked 
George Vhrnava, the 
immediate past president of 
the National Association of 
Head Thackers, to take over 
as acting head of 900-pupil 
‘ Ashburton High ScfaooL The 
council wants to avoid 
Ashburton becoming another 
Ridings, the Yorkshire school 
which dosed down earlier 
this year because pupil 
behaviour was so bad. The 
former head, Qiris Hiscock, 
is being seepnded to the 
coimdTsediKiation service. 
Judith Judd ' 


A surgeon mistakenly 
removed the healthy part of a 
stomach and intestines of a 
cancer victim, the General 
Medical Council heard 
yesterday. 

James Gough was supposed 
to have been carrying out a 
routine operation on the 
colon of Robert Hodgin, 75. at 
the Bolton General Hospital 
on 14 July last year, it was 
claimed. Rosalwd Foster, 
Council barristmisaid the 


botched operatiQv.was 
performed by Mrts- mu 


performed by Mrts trngh justA 
two weeks after hfMwted **' 
work at the hospit^ - ;>fer the 
supervision of a conSpitiinL 
The committee wf ifak Mr , 
Gough guilty of seri&$ui% ; 
professional miscontwer. dtiA 
ordered that his nam&jpastg 
removed from the mediation 
register. He has 28 days 
appeal. 

hale 


(fondoms for 
unsafe sex 


‘State should 


Novelty condoms will not 
protect romantic seasonal 
revellers against an unwanted 
Christmas pregnancy, the 
consumer magazine Health 
Which ? warned yesterday. 

However, Hading standards 
officers approved of novelty 
condoms - some of which 


support the 


Research fry Leicester 
University has dashed 


glow in the dark, or play the 
Beatles' “Love Me Do - 


Beatles' “Love Me Do - 
provided they were labelled as 
not being intended for sex. 


University has dashed 
Government hopes of 
winning public support for 
the “privatisation’’ of long- 
term care for Britain's 
growing numbers of elderly 
people. Virtually everyone 
interviewed thinks the state 
should have some 
involvement in paying the 
costs of care. 


Christinas 


‘too early* 


Bank staff 
my humbug 


Christmas in the shops starts 
too early, according to a 
survey published by NOP 
yesterday. Some 56 per cent 
of people described 
themselves as irritated that 
Christmas began so soon for 


retailers, sometimes as early 
as late summer. In Scotland 


as late summer. In Scotlam 
the figure was 67 per cent. 


Leaders of thousands of bank, 
workers at Lloyds and - 
NatWest are threatening a - 
mass walkout at noon on = 
Christmas Eve unless r i 
management abandons its ■' 
attempts to make staff work 
late. Both banks want to end : 
their traditional practice of ' 
early closing ana stay open ' 
for last-minute shoppers. 
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news 


Fashionable voices have been predicting a Catholic revival, but the pews tell a different story. Jack O' Sullivan reports 

The resurrection that never was 
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The much- vaunted revival in 
English Catholicism, led by a 
smattering of the rich, the in- 
fluential and the politically 
. right-wing, is an illusion. 

Figures due to be published 
in Catholic Directory 1997 show 
that the Catholic Church is, in 
fact, facing a crisis of empty 
pews. The faithful are leaving 
their church in considerable 
numbers and the decline shows 
no signs of abating. 

The directory reveals that 
there was a drop of 55000 in the 
average Mass attendance be- 
tween 1994 and 1995 in Engand 
and Whies, with numbers falling 
from 2.19m in 1994 to 1.135m 
last year. This follows a fall of 
200,000 since 1988. Cafod, the 
Catholic development agency, 
predicts that by 2005 Sunday ob- 
servance will have fallen even 
further, to 600,000. 
ft These figures challenge the 
'claims of Catholic triumphalists 
: such as Paul Johnson, the right- 
wing Catholic historian and 
columnist. He has led a chorus 
claiming that the long-dreamed 
of conversion of England is at 
hand. 

“Here is a providential 
event," Mr Johnson has de- 
clared, “for which St Thomas 
died in the Tower and St Ed- 
mund Campion at Tyburn, for 
' which Wise man pl anne d, Man- 
ning fought and schemed, New- 
man prayed and preached, and 
a host of great writers - Belloc 
and Chesterton. Maurice Bar- 
ing, Evelyn Waugh, Christo- 
pher Dawson and Ronald Knox, 
devoted their splendid talents 
to promote." 

The latest statistics mean 
that the conversion of the high- 
profile few must be set against 
the flight of the many- In recent 
years the Duchess of Kent has 
converted, as have government 
ministers Ann Widdecombe 
- Ipnd John Gummer, with votif- 
' erous proclamation. The 
Princess of Wes, it is said, has 
whiffed the smells, heard the 
bells, and, like many a fellow 
Sloane Ranger, been tempted. 
Even Tbny Blair has flhritly 
taken Communion in his local 
Roman Catholic church. 

There is worse news for the 
triumpbalists, who have gloat- 
ed over the recent exodus to 
Rome of 300 Anglican jrriests, 
men who could hot stomach the 
ordination of women. Their 
cheer-leader has been William 
Oddie, a former Anglican vio 



Ann Widdecombe: 
'I must learn to 
talk about Mass 
not Communion, 
the priest not the 
vicar, to say ‘they’ 
not Ve’ about 
Anglicans’ 



Charles Moore: 
1 have been told 
by Roman 
Catholics that 
becoming one of 


nb( 


their number is a 
completion of my 
previous beliefs’ 

arwho converted to Calfroftdsni 
because he believed the pres- 
ence of women priests turned 
the Church of England into a 
narrow sect. 1 

The triumphalists have been 
damning of Anglicanism. Last 
month, in the Spectator- Mr 
Johnson said it was. “now so' 
damaged and corrupt, so obvi- 
ously morally diseased, and the 
infections from which it suffered 




Paul Johnson: 
‘Let us leave the 
Anglican 
corruption to 
become in name, 
as it is becoming 
in reality, the 
Church of Sodom’ 



London’s Brampton Oratory; Conversion of the high-profile few must be set against the flight of the low-profile many 


so catching, as to constitute a 
leprous liability to other church- 
es, even my own". 

Yet the latest figures suggest 
that Anglicanism is picking up 
as Catholicism decfine deepens. 


Within a couple of years, there 
are expected, for the first time 
in de cad e s, to be more Angli- 
cans attending church on Sun- 
days than Catholics, even 
though attendance is obligato- 


ry for the 4.5m baptised 
Catholics. And the crisis in the 
Catholic priesthood is deeper 
than for Anglicanism. Just 52 
Catholic priests were ordained 
last year - far too few to replace 


those who died or left and a 
fraction of the 400 Anglican or- 
dinations that year. 

“When you attend a Catholic 
church, you find there is a gen- 
eration missing," said John 


Alice Thomas Ellis: 
‘One is, of course, 
reluctant to 
remark that 
heresy is 
rampant in the 
Church, 
but it is’ 

W3kins. editor of the Tablet , a 
liberal Catholic weekly. “You 
tend to find that the 30-IO-40- 
y ear-olds are not there." 

The reasons for this decline 
are many. Traditionalists blame 
a watering-down of doctrine. 
Another factor may be the an- 
gUdsation of Irish working- 
class immigrants, who have 
been the mainstay of Lhe 
Catholic Church, presided over 


by a top-dressing of English cler- 
ical aristocrats. Feeling more se- 
cure in less hostile times, the 
children of Irish Catholics may 
be less worried about hanging 
on to their religious identity: it 
is notable that Mass attendance 
has fallen most dramatically in 
Liverpool, where only a fifth of 
the baptised population are in 
the pews on Sunday. 

It may, however, be that 
many, though still calling them- 
selves Catholics, no longer feel 
obliged to attend Mass every 
Sunday. Mass-going may he 
considered more optional than 
in the past, a new phenomenon 
making the figures look worse 
than the reality. 

Bul many Catholic intellec- 
tuals argue that (here is further, 
deep- sea ted problem. The au- 
thoritarian, fundamentalist pose 
struck by the current Pope. 
John Paul 11 - an image that so 
appeals to a liny minority of 
Anglicans disillusioned witti lib- 
eralism - is turning off the rest 
of the Catholic faithful. The 
Pope has retreated from many 
of the reforms of the Second 
Vatican Council (1962-65). 
which democrat Lsed Vatican 
decision-making and held the 
promise of a softening on many 
doctrinal issues.Ordinarv peo- 
ple’s lives and beliefs are in- 
creasingly at odds with lhe 
Vatican's pronouncements on. 
for example, contraception, 
priestly celibacy and women. 

Cardinal Basil Hume has 
largely succeeded in keeping 
tensions contained by turning 
a deaf car to Rome's most 
provocative statements. Public 
attention has thus focused more 
on the Church of England as it 
has torn itself apart over the 
challenge of existing in a secu- 
lar age. But the crisis has still 
grown within Catholicism. 

“There is a truce about all this 
in the English Catholic 
Church.” said Mr Wilkins. “Bui 
it is an agreement not to talk 
about the problem. If you are 
not careful, you find the church 
pulling you one way and your 
life pulling you the other way. 
The ones that leave feel divid- 
ed. They say, "lb hell with this’, 
and go quietly. I think we have 
lost some of our best women, 
because this church is particu- 
larly vulnerable to challenges to 
patriarchy. These disaffected 
people don’t show up in public 
battles. But they show up in the 
statistics." 


Popular Protestants are 
the next Pope’s problem 


Andrew Brown 

The Roman Catholic church ir» 
this country may be suffering 
from rapidly felling membership 
and a shortage of priests and 
money. But it is at least fairiy 
united in public. Elsewhere in 
the developed world, the sort of 
passionate hatred that Paul 
Johnson pours upon Anglicans 
is reserved by Catholics for 
their brothers and sisters in the 
one true church. 

In the US and Germany, the 
two richest Catholic churches in 
the world are torn between lib- 
erals and conservatives, who are 
organised in apparently irrec- 
oncilable camps, divided by 
their attitudes to women, to pa- 
pal authority and to the role of 
the church in the modem world. 
For the past 20 years, bishops 
have been selected only from 


men who have shown unremit- 
ting fidelity to the most con- 
troversial aspects of Nfetican 
teaching, especially the ban on 
artificial contraception. This 
has only increased the distance 
between their views and those 
of most of the faithful 
On Sunday an international 
movement for the reform of the 
Catholic Qrarch, known as “We 
are the Church’*, launched itself 
in a London church. It sprang 
from a referendum among 
Catholics in Austria last year, 
when 500,000 people, a third of 
the country's church-going pop- 
ulation, signed a petition call- 
ing for five reforms. They 
wanted married clergy, women 
priests, contraception within 
marriage, a more humane treat- 
ment of homosexuals and 
recognition of the remarriages 
of divorced Catholics. 


The same five demands were 
then presented by a campaign 
in Germany, where they gained 
1,500.000 signatures, despite 
the bishops campaigning ac- 
tively against them. Toe church 
in Austria had been split, and 
some bishops allowed the col- 
lection of signatures after 
church services. In this country 
there will be no collection of sig- 
natures. But there is consider- 
able support for some parts erf 
this agenda. 

Conservatives have fought 
back around the world. In 
America, the Bishop of Ne- 
braska excommunicated all the 

members of 11 liberal organi- 
sations this spring. Pope John 
Paul II has lea the way, with an 
attempt to put die ordination of 
women out of the question for 
ever last year. He has con- 
stantly reiterated his opposition 


to contraception, and to the idea 
of greater democracy in the 
church. 

However, the greatest chal- 
lenge faced by the CatboUc 
Church comes not in the West 
but in the Third World, where 
the bulk of the world’s Catholics 
live. The insistence on priestly 
celibacy is producing a tremen- 
dous shortage of priests, where 
it is Dot ignored, as a is large parts 
of Africa. At the same time, the 
rise of Penrecostal Christianity 
in Latin America is gutting the 
church there. Protestants, ones 
a despised and insignificant mi- 
nority, now form as many as 25 
per cent of the Christians in 
some Latin American coun- 
tries. That may well come to 
seem a more urgent problem for 
the next Pope than any amount 
of discontented Western middle- 
class intellectuals. 


Highest honour 
for the theatre’s 
grandest knight 


Maiianne Macdonald 

Arts Correspondent 

The Queen has appointed Sir 
John Gielgud to the Order of 
Menu the highest accolade she 
can offer, Buckingham Palace 
announced yesterday. The news 
came as a shock to Sir John, 92, 
regarded as Britain’s most dis- 
tinguished actor, but he said 
from his Aylesbury home that 
he was “very much honoured". 

The Queen chose him to fill 
the vacancv left by the death of 
Sir Frank Whittle, inventor of 
the jet engine. The order, 
founded by Edward VH, can 
only ever number 24 people, 
two ofwhom are the Queen and 
the Duke of Edinburgh. Lord 
Olivier was the last actor to gain 
the OM. As a member. Sir 
John joins Baroness Thatcher, 
Lord Menuhin and Lucian 
Freud in the dlite regarded by 
the sovereign as “individuals of 
exceptional distinction”, ftevi- 


ous holders included Florence 
Nightingale, Elgar and Sir Win- 
ston Churchill, with honorary 
membership (as foreigners) 
held by Nelson Mandela and 
Mother Tferesa. 

Sir John's career has spanned 
75 years on stage, film, televi- 
sion and radio. He has dazzled 
critics on the classical stage, 
tackling every major Shake- 
spearean role from King Lear 
to Haml et. And he has shone on 
screen, too, appearing naked, 
aged 87, in Peter Greenaway’s 
Proapero's Books, and winning 
an Oscar opposite Dudley 
Moore in the 1980 light-heart- 
ed film Arthur. 

He recently said be did not 
understand much of. the Bard. . 
“I am veiy frivolous, I have a 
shallow nature,” he added. “Tm 
able to bolt down a cheap 
thriller, but I couldn’t read 
Troilus and Cressida or Con- 
olanus with any great plen- 
ary " Although he gave up the 



Sir John Gielgud: 75 years on stage, film and television 
act- 


stage in 1988, he receni 
ed m an Australian film. 


fen of shori roles which “have 
something to appeal to me”. 

Sir John, the great-nephew 
Ellen Tcny, won a scholarship 
to RADA before appearing at 
17 at the Old Vic as a herald in 
Henry By 1924 he was play- 


ing Romeo, and a string of 
Shakespearean leads followed, 
including a Hamlet which broke 
box-office records in America. 

Knightedin 1953, his career 
appeared to falter by the 1960s 
but he soon fonnd a niche in 
television and film, notably 
the 1981 television Brideshead 
Revisited. », 
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Dead MP allows Tories to 
keep committee majority 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Barry Porter, the Conservative 
MP who died last month, still 
counts as part of a Government 
majority for legislative com- 
mittees. Commons officials 
have ruled. 

Labour had expected that 
Thursday's Barnsley East by- 
election, when the return of a 
new Labour MP wfll wipe out 
the Government's one-vote 
Commons majority, would trig- 
ger a critical change in Com- 
mons standing committees. 

Standing committees give 
line-by-line examination of bills, 
and the loss of a Government 


niaiority on new committees 
g»ild- have threatened trouble 
for the- Finance BQL the Police 
Bui and the National Health 
Service (Primary Care) BflL 
But Sir Fergus Montgomery, 
wry chairman of the commit- 
tee that fixes the political bal- 
ance of s tanding committees, 
yesterday took the advice of 
Commons clerks on Barnsley 
East and Wirral South, the by- 
election vacancy caused by Mr 
Po tier’s death. 

He told BBC radio: “So far 
as Wirral South is concerned .. . 
at the moment that is regard- 
ed as a Conservative seat. Un- 
til we have the by-eiection there 
... it means no change.'’ 


Labour Chief Whip Donald 
Dewar challenged that view, say- 
ing: “Clearly there is going to 
be an argument about that." He 
argued that a Commons reso- 
lution, passed in January last 
year, ruled that when the Gov- 
ernment lost its majority be- 
cause of by-election defeat, or 
defection to another party, it 
should lose its majority on 
standing committees. 

But Sir Fergus has been ad- 
vised that the resolution does 
not include the critical word 
“death" - the Government can- 
not lose its standing committee 
majority through die death of 
an MP. That gives the Govern- 
ment added incentive to stall the 


Wirral South by-election for as 
long as possible. 

There are no rules on by-elec- 
tion timing , but there is a con- 
vention that the writ for a 
three-week electron campaign 
should not be delayed longer 
than three months after the 
death of an MB suggesting a late 
February deadline for the polL 
If the writ was not moved in 
the first week of February, 
Labour could be expected to 
force the issue to a vote. 

The clerks’ advice to Sir Fer- 
gus, if sustained, will take pres- 
sure off the Government and 
help the Prime Minister soldier 
on to 1 May if he wants to. 
Conservative disarray con- 
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Lord Archer Surprised at 
need for vote on issue 


Fran Abrams 

Palttical Correspondent 

Sex discrimination would be re- 
moved from the Royal succes- 
sion under a measure put 
forward yesterday by the Cornier 
deputy Conservative Party 
chairman. Lord Archer of We- 
ston-super-Mare. 

Peers voted by 74 to 53 to ask 
the Queen for permission to in- 
trod ace a bill which would 
make Princess Anne fourth in 
line to the throne. 

Lord Archer pointed out that 
the measure would be unlikely 


to have any effect for at beast 50 
years. The Prince of Wales 
would still succeed to the throne 
and would be followed by 
Prince Wi lliam. However if 
Prince William's first child was 
a girl she would be first in line 
to succeed him. 

Because of the Bill’s nature, 
the Queen must be asked if sbe 
is happy for it to be debated. 
She is thought to be Hi ghly un- 
likely to reject it 

After the vote, Lord Archer 
confessed that hie was slightly 
surprised that peers had de- 
manded a division on the issue. 


He said it was unlikely to find 
enough parliamentary time to 
become law before the general 
election, but be hoped it could 
be re-presented soon after- 
wards. 

“I fed very strongly that as 
this isn't going to matter for 50 
years it would be wise to get it 
out of the way;” be said. “In 50 
years’ time our grandchildren 
will consider it ford cal the 
first-born isn’t automatically 
the monarch." 

The last time such a motion 
was presented to the Lords, in 
1994, there was no vote. Hie 


BilL which would have allowed 
oldest children to succeed to 
peerages regardless of their 
gender; was rejected at its sec- 1 
ond reading. 

Lord Archer’s measure will 
meet some opposition, partly 

from hereditary peers who fear 
it will lead to a re-examination 
of their own position. 

Among those who opposed 
yesterday's humble address 
were the former Lord Chan- 
cellor; Lord Haflsham, the for- 
mer Commons Speaker; Lord 
Wealherill, and the liberal De- 
mocrat, Earl RusselL 


The baby on the left finds it 
hard to sit up. 

In a month she might have the 
occasional spasm. 

In a year she won't be wa'king 
because her legs will ce taut one 
moment and floppy the next. 

Then her problems will really 
begin. People will notice she's 
different. They II start treating her 
differently. 

Right at this point her rights 
to education, employment and 
housing will be out of her control 
because she can't control her 
limbs. 

And it doesn't get any better. 
Later, she'li fmd entering society 


impossible because she won't 
be able to enter polling stations, 
public c u : I d i n g s or p u b I i c t ra n s p or;. 

Which brings us to today, 
Human Rights Day: when wo 
ask you to remember that disabled 
people have just as many rights as 
n o n - d I s a b l e c p e o p i o . 

Scope currently works, not just 
today, but every day for people with 
cerebral palsy so that they might 
lead a full life on equal terms, just 
like everybody else. 

For example, we could provide 
the baby on the left with physm- 
th crapy at one of our centres, 
followed by education at one of our 
schools and work experience at 


one of our colleges or indeed, 
training to live in her own me me. 

We can't cure cerebral palsy 
But we can do ou> best to cure 
society's prejudice. To this end. wo 
need the means: your time your 
money and your positive attitude. 
For more information cad Scope on 
0800 62-32 IS. 

And remember, if you value 
your own rights, isn't it 'wrong to 
deny them to others? Think about 


SCOPE 

I :.-i ' V/ITri R/SRA: PALjV 

■or me fly The Sp.lfitics Society 


One has cerebral palsy. 

The other has full human rights. 
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tinned yesterday in Spite of the 
Prime Ministef'&Qn the Record 
warning that rebels were play- 
ing into Labour's hands. 

Backbench dissident Tbresa 
Gorman said she would next 
month bring forward a 10- 
minute rule bill offering a ref- 
erendum choice between the 
European Union as a trading 
group or a federal state. 

Home Secretary Michael 
Howard, on the election trail in 
Barnsley East, said: “The one 
thing for everyone to remember, 
if they're really interested in the 
future, is that the Conservative 
Party is the only party which is 
prepared to defend Britain's in- 
terest in Europe.” 
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Rounding up the truants: The White Paper says a lifeline is to be thrown to disaffected L ? 

young people in danger of dropping out of education Photograph: Howard Barlow 

Schools to be paid s tent 
by exam results Him d 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Payment by results will be in- 
troduced in schools for the first 
time under new Government 
proposals to fund all education 
and training for 16- to 19-year- 
olds on the same basis. 

Pilot schemes will start in se- 
lected schools next spring to test 
the new system, which could see 
nearly a tenth of funding for 
sixth-forms being linked to 
exam results. 

The pilots, announced yes- 
terday in a Government White 
Paper on education and train- 
ing for 14- to 19-year-olds, are 
the first stage of a drive by min- 
isters to subject sixth-forms to 
the same funding rules as fur- 
ther education colleges. Col- 
leges receive 8 per cent of their 
funding according to results. 

The White Paper, launched 
by the Secretary of State for 
Education and Employment, 
Gillian Shephard, also includes 
plans for learning credits for all 
yotmg people aged 16 to 21, 
entitling them to further edu- 
cation, training and careers 
guidance. However, ministers 
have stepped back from intro- 
ducing vouchers for sixth- 
formers - a move widely 
I predicted last summer. 

Vouchers, with a fixed cash 
value would be difficult to in- 
troduce while schools, colleges 
and work-based training are all 
funded in different ways and at 
different rates. Ministers are also 
understood to be concerned 
that a wholesale move to a 
competitive market place would 
see large amounts of cash 


siphoned off to the private 
sector. 

But the proposals, which 
would also see work-based 
training for young people fund- 
ed on the same basis as colleges, 
leave the way open for a possi- 
ble move to vouchers in future. 


"There is a 
danger that 
learning credits 
will not operate 
in the interests 
of students’ 


Under the proposals, learn- 
ing credits would entitle all 16- 
to 21-year-olds to education or 
training up to a level three 
qualification - the level of a ju- 
nior supervisor. 

The Government claims the 
credits, to come into force in 
September 1998 and likely to 
take the form of a smart card, 
will make young people afore 
aware of their learning options 
and encourage more to contin- 
ue education after 16. 

The While Paper. Learning 
To Compete^ also sets oat oth- 
er measures designed to throw 
a lifeline to disaffect ed you ng 
people in danger of dropping 
out of education. They include 
encouraging local partnership 
between schools, colleges and 
employers to give 14- to 19-year- 
olds more opportunity for 
vocational learning. 


David Halt, general secretary 
of the National Association of 
Head Teachers, said: “There is 
a distinct danger that learning 
credits will become .vouchers . 
which will not operate in the in- 
terests of individual students. 
Likewise the funding to under- 
pin the 14-19 age group is quite 
inadequate and the Govern- 
ment's drive to introduce a 
competitive element into the 
funding for those in sixth-form^- 
will inevitably lead to funding - 
on the basis of the lowest com- 
mon denominator." 

Labour yesterday accused 
the Conservatives of stealing its 
clothes over schemes to help 
young drop-outs. 

■ Small businessmen and oth- 
er adults will be able to buy into 
a new University for Industry 
under Labour, tbie party will say 
today, writes Fran Abrams. 
Private education agencies, uni- 
versities and colleges would 
draw up couraes which would be 
available on a specially desig- 
nated digital television channel. 
There would also be new learn- 
ing centres in shopping malls. 
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Warm reception for greenhouse across the Thames 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


V A bridge covered with gardens 
: is the 


public's overwhe lmin g 
. choice for a new river crossing 
- for London. 

Forty thousand visitors to 
the Royal Academy's “living 
. Bridges" exhibition voted for 
their preferred “inhabited 
bridge” for the Thames from the 
seven on show. 

Key features of the others in- 
cluded: a network of paths and 
cafes; two hotels and a leisure 
centre; a park; two lowers of res- 
idential accommodation; and 
cantilevered accommodation. 

A panel headed by John 
Guxnmer. Secretary of State 
for the Environment, has al- 
ready chosen joint winners of a 
competition to build the 
Thames’s first inhabited bridge 
- the architects Antoine Gram- 
bach and Associates of France 
for the Garden Bridge , and 
Zaha M Hadid of the UK for 
a cantilevered bridge with 
pedestrian walkways. 

The public dearly preferred 
Grumbach's Garden Bridge, 
u which won 14,995 votes, ac- 
J, J cording to figures released yes- 
.. terday by the Royal Academy. 
Hadid came only fourth in the 
public choice, with 4,634 votes. 

The Garden Bridge has three 
elements: 

On the south side there is 
. the “World's Culture Green- 
' house", a vast covered public 
. space protecting plants and 
tropical trees- and providing 
space for restaurants, shops 
and flexible spaces for live 


An idea that blossomed: The Garden Bridge, the public’s favourite for an inhabited crossing and joint favourite among a panel of experts 


concerts and other public ac- 
tivities. Access is gamed by in- 
terior and exterior staircases, 
lifts and escalators. 

At water level, on either side 
of the greenhouse, there are two 
walks which provide links be- 
tween the bridge and the river- 
bank. Hedges running at right 
angles to the bridge's axis pro- 
vide divisions between the 
shops' and restaurants’ situa- 
tions on the bridge. 

. The hanging Gardens Tbwezs 
which support the cables for the 
suspended portion of the bridge 
contain a hotel and apartments, 
with restaurants and meeting 


Minister 
denies food 


as tenth 






Steve Boggan 

Chief Reporter 
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Michael Forsyth, Secretary of 
State far Scotland, yesterday de- 
fended the handling of Britain’s 
worst & coli food-poisoning 
outbreak as H claimed its 10th 
victim. 

Addressing MFs at a meeting 
of the Commons Scottish 
Grand Committee in .Hamilton, 
be denied that his department 
had delayed releasing a list of 
outlets supplied with poten- 
tially deadly meat by John Barr, 
the Lanarkshire butcher at the 
centre of the controversy. 

By yesterday morning, 388 
suspected cases of E. coli poi- 
se rung had been reported, with 
37 people still in hospital The 
10th person to die was an 87- 
year-old woman from Bonny- 

‘It has became 
dear that 
cooked meat 
did leave Mr 
Barr’s premises 
that day’ 

bridge who bought meat 
products from a store in the 
forth Valley area supplied by 
; Mr Barr's shop in Wishaw. 

Environmental health offi- 
cials in Lanarkshire have faced 
criticism for not releasing a 
warning list of stores supplied 
by Mr Barr as soon as his shop 
was identified as a possible 
source on 22 November. 

Thai list was held back for 
several days, until the shop was 
confirmed as the most likely 
source. „ 

Yesterday, Mr Forsyth said 
the list was not held back by his 

department, but he did not say 

; who was responsible for the de- 
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spaces conceived as green- 
houses within and at the top of 
the towers. 

The. Garden Bridge's 14,995 
votes were 37 per cent of the 
votes casL Second with 7,483 


votes was the design by the 
British architect lan Ritchie 
for a bridge with a park and 
bowling alleys and a cinema be- 
neath iL Third with 4,741 votes 
was the design by Future Sys- 


tems of Britain for the People’s 
Bridge , a pedestrian bridge with 
space for shops and restau- 
rants. 

The Garden Bridge proved 
especially popular with the large 


numbers of schoolchildren vis- 
iting the exhibition. They and 
many adults were taken with the 
idea of watching concerts and 
simply relaxing in a garden ac- 
tually on the nver. 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


The Thames could have two 
new bridges by 2000. Though an 
inhabited bridge resulting from 
the Royal Academy exhibition 
is yet to receive a firm go- 
ahead from a developer, the 


Royal Academy said yesterday 
that developers were showing 
considerable interest and it 
hopes to announce a firm pro- 
posal in January. 

Meanwhile, there null be an 
announcement today that the 
architect Sir Norman Faster and 
the sculptor Sir Anthony Caro 
have won the international 
competition to design the £8m 
Millennium Bridge linking St 
Paul's Cathedral and Bankside. 
That will he a stand-alone 
pedestrian bridge, which will be 
partly funded by the Millenni- 
um Commission. 

The “Living Bridges" exhi- 
bition at the Royal Academy has 
been visited "by more than 
95.000 people so far. making it 

the most successful architectural 
exhibition ever held in Britain. 
It has been extended to run 
until 5 January. 

Visitors can continue to reg- 
ister their opinions on the de- 
signs but only a major change 
in the voting pattern would 
oust the Garden Bridge from the 
lop of the public’s choice. 

The exhibition is supported 
by the Corporation of London 
and General Dcs Eaux, in as- 
sociation with The Independent. 


lay. He rejected continued 
Labour calls for a public inopiiiy, 
arguing that the fatal accident 
inquiry already opened would 
have wide-ranging powers. 

Mr Forsyth told the MPS 
that all the epidemiological ev- 
idence suggested that there was 
only one source of the outbreak. 

J Barr and Son was identified 
as the most likely source on Fri- 
day 22 November and Mr Barr 
was warned that evening not to 
seC any cooked meaq tbatwara- 
ing was repealed again the next 
morning. 

“It has, however, become 
clear that cooked meat did 
leave Mr Barr's premises that 
day," he added. “The circum- 
stances in which this meat was 
supplied are being investigated 
by the police." 

Providing a detailed time- 
table of how the epidemic was 
handled, Mr Fbrsyth said that 
an outbreak-control team met 
for the first time at 1 lam on Sat- 
urday 23. By that afternoon, the 
press had been alerted, doctors 
h«ri been notified and a helpline 
had been set up, he said. 

On 24 and 25 November, of- 
ficials from his office liaised with 
local health official and, on 
26 November they issued a 
Scotland-wide food hazard 
warning notice. A second warn- 
ing notice was issued on 28 No- 
vember. 

“It is still possible that a small 
number ol patients may yet 
come forward with symptoms, 
and we must all exercise care 
with food preparation and hy- 
giene,” Mr Forsyth said. How- 
ever, according to the chief 

medical officer for Scotland, the 

outbreak peaked between 20 
and 26 November. Since then, 
the number of new cases re- 
port?' ’> had fallen daily, Mr 
Foi>;Tli said. 

Mr Forsyth concluded that 
responsibility . for food-safety 
enforcement lay with local au- 
thorities and, although he had 
powers to assume such re- 
sponsibility, “at no stage in 
this outbreak had it been sug- 
gested that such a move would 
be appropriate". 

George Robertson, the shad- 
ow Secretary of State for Scot- 
land,, was unimpressed. “There 

is stiU confusion and still wor- 
ry and still anxiety," he said. 

“There is a real and genuine 
anger about how this infection 
came about and about some as- 
pects of how it was handled." 

Archy Kirkwood, the Liber- 
al Democrat Chief Whm,urg«i 

Mr Forsyth to reconsider hold- 
ing a public inquiry, which Mr. 
Kirkwood said was likely to 
produce better preventive mea- 
sures. 
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Millennium fund short as deadline arrives 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The company organising the 
Miliennium exhibition at 
Greenwich is still short of 
around £100m in firm sponsor- 
ship pledges, though it must get 
the go-ahead tomorrow if the 
project is to be ready in time. 

Millennium Central needs 
to raise £150m in sponsorship 
to match the £200m being put 
in from lottery funds by the Mil- 
lennium Commission in order 
to pay for the exhibition, due to 
open in autumn 1999. 


But a meeting of the com- 
tomorrow will want to 
be satisfied that private funds 
Me available before giving the 
final go-ahead. 

MfUeonimn Central is also 
seeking government guaran- 
ies of its borrowing but this is 
provoking a row between the 
main political parties. 

Michael Heseltine, Deputy 
Prime Minister and a member 
of the commission, is keen to 
press ahead regardless of any fi- 
nancial obstacles. He has sug- 
gested that the way round any 
funding difficulties is to allow 


the commission to continue in 
existence beyond the end of 
2000, retaining its income of 20 
per cent of lottery funds for as 
long as is needed to pay off any 
debts. 

Labour, however, conscious 
that it may well be in govern- 
ment when the final bills need 
to be paid, refuses to give carte 
blanche to any over-spending. 
Nick Raynsford, housing 
spokesman and Greenwich MP, 
is a firm supporter of the exhi- 
bition but said: “This is not the 
way to go about a major pro- 
ject If you do not set a Innit, 


all the contractors wfl] know 
that and try to put in for as 
much money as they can get out 
of the system." 

Dr Jack Cunningham, 
Labour’s heritage spokesman, 
saidr “While we support the idea 
of the project, we want to see 
a proper budget before com- 
mitting ourselves. " 

Barry Hartup, the chief ex- 
ecutive of Mfllennium Central, 
said; “You cannot expect com- 
panies to promise all the mon- 
ey before they know what the 
exhibition is. I am confident they 
will come forward in the end.' 


The search for sponsorship 
was hampered by Mr Hesel- 
line’s heavy-handed approach 
early on, when he tried to arm 
twist major companies into sup- 
porting the exhibition and alien- 
ated -many - potential donors 
amid complaints of blackmail. 

The overall budget of the ex- 
hibition has been estimated at 
£700m, with ticket sales being 
estimated at £350m in addition 
to the £200m of lottery money 
and £150m sponsorship. 

With 1 35 million people ex- ‘ 
pected to attend over the 
15-month opening period, from 


September 1999 to December 
2000, ticket charges will range 
from around £47 off-peak to £70 
for a family of four. 

Mr Hartup, insists that it 
will not be aifficult io attract 
such numbers. “The ideas com- 
ing from Imagination [the com- 
pany designing the exhibition] 
are absolutely amazing and wifi 
attract everyone from children 
5tnd their parents to grannies 
and disabled people/* he said. 
The exhibition, m a massive 
dome, will have the theme of 
time.. 
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British 
dancers 
not good 
enough 
for Swan 
Lake 


t 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


Dying breed: Four dancers rehearse for the new English National Ballet production of Swan Lake while the search goes on for more home-produced talent 


Photograph: David Rose 


£ Most people thought he was just a harmless 
eccentric, not a disaster waiting to happen } 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Horrett Campbell, yesterday 
convicted of seven attempted 
murders after a machete attack 
on an infants school, had begun 
acting strangely after the death 
of his mother, walking the streets 
and muttering to himself 

Although most people 
thought he was a harmless ec- 
centric, the question remains: 
Was he a disaster waiting to hap- 
pen? 

The question is raised, in ret- 
rospect, by the court report sub- 
mitted prior to the jail sentence 
he received in an earlier case. A 
medical assessment might be 
helpful, the report had suggest- 
ed to Wolverhampton's stipen- 
diary' magistrate, Ian Gillespie, 
who yesterday strongly defend- 
ed his decision not to seek one. 

On that occasion, in Novem- 
ber last year, he had been 
charged with affray and posses- 
sion of an offensive weapon - a 
machete strapped to his leg un- 
der his trousers. He had also 
been driving his beaten-up ear. 
which he had painted lilac, with- 
out a licence, insurance or MOT 


Nurse who bore machete blows to save children vows to return to work 



Lisa Potts: Determined to 
return to same nursery 


Nursery nurse Lisa Potts - 
praised fry the judge tor her 
heroism in saving the children 
of St Luke's School Grom Hor- 
rett Campbell's onslaught - is 
adamant that she will return to 
work. 

Miss Potts, 21, stfll under- 
going occupational therapy for 
the severed hand tendons she 
giffavd, grabbed children from 
the reach of Campbell or hid 
them beneath her skirts, bear- 
ing the brant of his brutal 
blows herself. 

Mr Justice Sediey told the 
jury that he would be recom- 


mending some formal recogni- 
tion for Miss Potts’s bravery. 
“\bu may be thinking that lisa 
Potts deserves more formal 
recognition. I think so too. I 
shall be talking what steps I can 
to ensure that is considered.” 

Miss Potts’s courage was 
also by Mr Richard Wakerley 
QC, prosecuting. “Yon may 
well feel astonished by the 
courage of that young girl, as 
she could so easily have shut 
that door, gone further inside 
to Rod help. She completely you 
may think, disregarded her 
own safety. Bat for her action 


this tragedy could have been so 
much worse.” 

But Miss Potts, who also suf- 
fered deep stab wounds to her 
back and a broken arm, said 
she was overwhelmed by the 
support and good wishes she re- 
ceived after the attack. 

“I don’t feel brave,” she 
added. “1 don't think I'm an an- 
gel-1 was just doing my job. I 
was just protecting the children. 
It was the right thing to do. I 
don’t think To special.” 

In a recent interview; Miss 
Potts, who had worked at St 
Luke's for 18 months, told 


how she was coming to terms 
with Campbell’s savagery. “It 
has been pretty hard for me. 
Some days I am up in the air, 
but other days I am pretty laid 
down,’' she said. 

“Sometimes, particularly 
when I stand up in front of a 
lot of people, because it's such 
a happy occasion I think of 
someone coming in and killing 
me because the day the attack 
happened was happy. Bat I 
went into school recently and 
one child said, ‘We've missed 
you, Miss Potts' - and that’s 
what it’s all about.” 


He was convicted of affray and 
the other charges after a strug- 
gle with officers. He had no pre- 
vious convictions though he was 
jailed for the non-payment of a 
civil debt in 1988. More 
bizarrely. he was cautioned for 
arson last year after he torched 
his own car. During the pfe -sen- 
tence assessment he said he 
had heard “voices" in his head 


telling him to do iL He had beard 
voices in his bead “whispering to 
him" for the previous two years. 
The report described him as pos- 
sibly suffering from a medical 
ocmdition but as reluctant to con- 
sult his doctor. 

Single, he lived an isolated life 
in his council fiat in the Villiers 
House tower block overlooking 
the infants school playground. 


with few friends and limited 
contact with family. After work- 
ing as a painter and decorator 
and then a toolmaker, he had 
been without a job for six years. 
He confided that when his moth- 
er Rebekah died in Jamaica in 
1992 he could not afford to at- 
tend the funeral That had left 
him, the report said, with a 
“deep sense of regret". 


A family friend known as 
Buzz said: “He took her death 
very badly. He would walk 
around with a glazed look in his 
eyes and I must admit be would 
scare you. He'd act like a kid 
jumping ouL in front of people 
and scaring them and then 
laughing. But you never knew 
what was inside his head.” 

His 84-year-old father, Isaac 


Campbell, a devout Christian, 
lives in the All Saints area of 
Wolverhampton. His sister 
Cheryl lives in the United States. 
On the day of the attack, sur- 
veillance cameras pictured him 
going into VHIieis House wear- 
ing a peak-pie hat with three-inch 
screws protruding from the side 
and German Iron Cross medals 
drawn in black ink on either side. 


Witnesses told police he had 
been wearing the hat for weeks. 

The court report said that 
without the benefit of a medical 
opinion it was difficult to take the 
assessment further - but prison 
would aggravate what seemed to 
be an emerging medical problem 
and would prevent him receiv- 
ing treatment, expose him to so- 
phisticated criminals and have a 
damaging effect. 

Earlier this year, his extraor- 
dinary state of mind prompted 
him to stick up a newspaper cut- 
ting about Thomas Hamilton's 
Dunblane massacre on his bed- 
room walL Later, he added a cut- 
ting about Michael Bryant, who 
kilted 35 people in Tasmania. But 
it was not until after he had at- 
tacked the children that he was 
diagnosed as a paranoid schiz- 
ophrenic 

Offenders judged to be a risk 
because of suspected mental 
illness can be bailed, remanded 
or sectioned for 28 days while 
probation officers arrange psy- 
chiatric assessments. 

But courts are under in- 
creasing financial pressure not to 
adjourn cases but process them 
quickly. 


The artistic director the 
English National Bullet 
vesterdav accused British 
ballet schools of producing 
second-rate dancers. Derek 
Deane said that he had no 
option but to recruit foreign 
talent for the largest 
production of Sunn Lake ever 
staged in this country. 

The twelve performances, 
to he presented in The Round 
at the Royal Albert Hall next 
May, are expected to attract 
over 50,000 people. A 

The 120-strong company ' 
will be joined by 75 swans, 
fire-eaters, jugglers and 
acrohats. The cast will include 
the prima ballerina of the 
Kirov, Altynai Asylmuralova. 

Mr Deane is currently 
rechoreographing Swan Lake 
for the production and said 
that be would haw to recruit 
60 extra dancers to augment 
his company. He expected 
many of them to come from 
abroad. “I doubt I will be able 
to find 60 extra dancers in 
Britain ” he said. “There is a 
lack of good English dancers, 
yet there are literally 
hundreds of dance schools. 

“I find with the English 
National Ballet that we are 
having to repair bodies that 
have been trained badly. It is 
a very sad situation in dance 
in this country, from the very 
top to the very bottom." 

The English National - 
Ballet took 60 per cent of its •©. 
dancers from overseas, said 
Mr Deane. “The method of 
training and the lack of 
knowledge about dancers’ 
bodies today is a big problem. 

I have to say that the 
standard of dancers who 
come to audition for my 
company is low.” 

Mr Deane found support 
from Patrick Deuchar. chief 
executive of the Royal Albert 
Hall. He said: “What is 
needed is a whole hearted 
overhaul of the system. Here 
is an art form dying through 
lack of proper commitment.” 

Last month, the condition 
of dancers was criticised in a 
report entitled Fit to Dance ? 
The report concluded that 
many of Britain's professional 
dancers were so unfit that 
they sustained more injuries 
than players of contact sports 
such as rugby and baring. 
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t Police seek The teddy that bears a £34,000 price ta 

limits on 
big awards 
by juries 



Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Scotland Yard launched an un- 
precedented bid yesterday to 
Innit punitive tfanfagpy awards 
by civil juries to victims of 
wrongdoing by officers. 

Sir Paul Condon, the Met- 
ropolitan Police Co mmissio ner, 
is appealing two of nine cases 
where juries have made heavy 
awards of “exemplary” damages 
to punish police misconduct. 

David Parmick QC. for the po- 
lice, told Lord Woolf, the Mas- 
ter of the Rolls and two other 
Court of Appeal judges that a 
£220,000 record award to Ken- 
neth Hsu, a hairdresser, and 
£51,000 to Claudette Thompson, 
a mother of three, were ‘'plain- 
ly unreasonable and excessive'’. 

Mr Hsu, 32, was awarded 
£20,000 for assault, false im- 
prisonment and his injuries, 
and £200,000 in exemplary 
damages, after being held in a 
neck lock, punched and kicked 
and wrongfully arrested fol- 
lowing a dispute with a lodger 
in July 1992. After spending an 
hour al the police station he was 
left to make his way home pen- 
niless and barefoot He has 
made two unsuccessful ap- 
proaches to the Police Com- 
plaints Authority to investigate 
the three constables involved. 

Ms Thompson, 30, had re- 
fused to take a drink-drive 
breath test and was thrown 
into a cell, jumped on, smoth- 
ered and had hair pulled out af- 
ter a sergeant suggested that 
officers “chuck her in the bin'’. 
When she was acquitted of a 
charge of assaulting a police of- 
ficer she successfully sued for 
false imprisonment, malicious 
prosecution and assault. The 


jury awarded her £1/) 00 for the 
assault and her injuries and 
£50,000 in exemplary damages. 
In a cross-appeal, she is claim- 
ing the £l,5W was too low. 

Of the hundreds of officers in- 
volved in cases brought against 
Scotland Yard over die past 
three years, costing the force 
£4.5 m, only nine haw been dis- 
ciplined. Damages awarded 
against the police have increased 
eightfold over the past decade. 

Sir Paul has blamed plaintiff 
lawyers for targe tring the police 
as a “soft touch”, and juries for 
handing down “daft” awards. He 
hopes the appeal court will draw 
up guidelines setting damages at 
a far lower leveL Win or lose, he 
wifi face renewed pressure to 
tighten operational discipline. 

Mr Pannick told the court 
yesterday that the juries in the 
two cases had not been property 
directed on exemplary dam- 
ages by the judges. They had not 
been told to award the “mini- 
mum sum necessary” and had 
awarded “manifestly excessive" 
sums which should be cut to 
£10,000 each, he said. In addi- 
tion, the £20,000 awarded for 
Mr Hsu's injuries and false im- 
prisonment should be cut to 
£5,000, Mr Parmick said. 

The hearing continues. 

■ Scotland Yard may cany out 
sting operations against its own 
officers in a £2m-a-year crack- 
down on corruption in the Met- 
ropolitan Police, it announced . 
yesterday. 

The crackdown comes after 
the Metropolitan police suf- 
fered the embarrassment of 
seeing regional crime squad de- 
tective John Donald caught, by 
a BBC television team, selling 
police secrets to the underworld. 
Donald was jailed in June. 
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Bear necessity: Teddy Edward, star of the lVatefi with Mother television series, who was yesterday bought for £34,500, along with photographs of his adventures, at 
Christie's in London by Yosbfhiro Sekiguchi, 49, president of the Japanese Sun Arrow toy company, to take take pride of place in a toy museum Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

Children who abuse children 


Glenda Cooper 

Geoff held his hand out in 
greeting shyly. He looked what 
be was - a nice, middle-class 
boy. Aged 16, he came from a 
smart suburb of Sunderland 
and had never been in trouble 
before. 

He came to the authorities’ 
attention when five-year-old 
Beth told her mother, that he 
had sexually abused her. Geoff's 
parents reacted with disbelief 
After the case went to court and 
Geoff was given a one-year su- 
pervision order they wanted to 
see the abuse as a “one off" 
which was best forgotten. 

Geoff’s is not a rare case. In 


1993 almost a fifth of offenders 
found guilty or cautioned for 
sexual offences in England and 
Wiles were under IS. That in- 
cluded 300 children aged 10 to 
13 and L200 aged 14 to 17. 

Conviction rates fra - sexual of- 
fending are low and it is likely 
many offences are not report- 
ed, so the rate may be consid- 
erably higher than the statistics 
suggest 

There are few services to deal 
with juvenile abusers however. 
One is the Kaleidoscope project 
in Sunderland, a centre run by 
the NSPCC and Barbados 
which has just celebrated its sec- 
ond birthday. 

“Geoff's parents wanted to 


see this as an abnormal event 
which would not be repeated,” 
said Anne Blues, Kaleido- 
scope's chil d protection man- 
ager. “But that kind of 
behaviour doesn't go away. 
WhOst everyone has the po- 
tential to change, this potential 

can he maximis ed with children 

and young people." 

There are no quick solu- 
tions. Much time is spent get- 
ting the youngster to face the 
fact of their actions. Around 
eight to 12 one-hour sessions 
will be spent assessing the child. 
One counsellor will talk to the 
child about what actually hap- 
pened while another monitors 
the child’s reactions from an- 


other room. 

At the NSPCC's Coventry 
Project for young abusers 
Richard Gist, the area chil- 
dren’s service manager, says 
the important thing is to work 
closely with parents as well as 
the child. After assessing the 
child they work out a relapse 
prevention scheme so that the 
child learns to avoid situations 
where he might abuse again. 

The numbers speak for them- 
selves. Of the 75 children the 
Coventry Project has coun- 
selled in the past four years, only 
three have reoffended. 

□ Geoff and Beth's names have 
been changed to protect their 
identities. 
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Pariah, or plain misunderstood? 


Indonesia’s plea 

over East Timor 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Jakarta 


“We are astounded. We re- 
main completely nonplussed. 
We remain at a loss," said the 
Indonesian foreign minis ter. 
All Alatas. “It's a wrong choice, 
a misguided choice, an in-in- 
formed choice ... This is the 
trouble with East Timor - the 
moment something remotely 
negative happens it is immedi- 
ately blown up, it is immediately 
exploited abroad ... it can be 


very, very frustrating.' 

?ras unbelievable, but, on 


It seems unbel 
the question of East Timor, the 
Indonesian government feels 
sorry for itself. Since it invad r 
ed the former Portuguese col- 
ony in 1975, around 200,000 
people have died as a result of 
famine, disease and bullets. 

Torture, murder and deten- 
tion without trial of opponents 
of the occupation are wide- 
spread. Despite resolutions in 
the United Nations which sdll 
regards Portugal as the admin- 
istering power, Mr Alatas and 
President Suharto consistently 
reject the possibility of a refer- 
endum to decide the territory's 
future. Bul they still feel hard 
done by. Today, with the pre- 
sentation of the Nobel Peace 
Prize to the East Timorese ad- 
vocates. Bishop Carlos Belo 
and Jose Raroos-Horta. they 
feel harder done by than ever. 

In this, according to foreign 
diplomats, lies both a danger 
and perhaps an opportunity. 


Opinion is divided in Jakarta on 
wne 


tether the Nobel award will 


sjake peace in East Timor less 
“kray* by driving the govern- 
ment into a comer, orwhether 
it could open the way to reso- 
lution of the 21-year old conflict. 

However irrational, there 
are reasons for the self-pity. Ac- 
counts of East Timor give the 
impression of Indonesia as a 
monolithically evD force, whol- 
ly indifferent to world opinion. 
But, for all its brutality, it is not 
a Burma or a Nigeria. In other 
areas, President Suharto's for- 
eign policy has been successful, 
even enlightened. 

In Third World capitals, In- 
donesia is respected as a pioneer 
leader of the Non-Aligned 
Movement Among the mem- 
bers of the Association of South 
East Asian Nations (Asean). 
President Suharto is regarded 
as an unofficial figurehead. In- 
donesia’s troops participated in 
the UN peace-keeping force in 
Cambodia, and its diplomats 
played an important role in 
the. successful peace negotia- 
tions between the Philippines 
government and the Muslim in- 
surgency in Mindanao. 

But Internationally, recog- 
nition of these quiet achieve- 
ments is drowned out by out- 
rage over Indonesia's human 
rights record. For large sections 
of the educated world, the sup- 
pression of East Timor is the 
only thing they know about In- 
donesia. The image of a butch- 
er nation undoubtedly deters in- 
ternational aid and investment 

The subject bedevils diplo- 
matic talks with the West - the 
Asean countries, prompted by 




No way out East Timorese men seeking sanctury at the US embassy in Jakarta. Thousands have sought asylum since 1975 Photograph:PopperfotxVReuter 


Indonesia, recently put out a 
statement lamenting its ‘'irri- 
tant" effect on relations with the 
European Union. The regime 
feels let down by what it sees as 
a hypocritical approach to East 
Timor by Western governments. 
In 1975, Britain, France and the 
US voted for UN resolutions 
condemning the invasion, but 
ever since they have stepped up 
their arms trade with Jakarta. 


Later this month, the seventh 
in a series of talks between In- 
donesia and Portugal will take 
place under the auspices of the 
UN Secretary General. The 
previous meetings have got no- 
where: the pessimistic view of 
the Nobel Peace Prize award is 
that it will further humiliate and 
enrage the Indonesians, de- 
stroying the delicate face-saving 
manoeuvres essential to a last- 


ing settlement. To complicate 
things further, the subject of In- 
donesia has been a hot potato 
in Washington since allegations 
that the Clinton campaign ac- 
cepted questionable donations 
from Indonesian companies. 

Bul some diplomats in Jakar- 
ta see positive signs. Several dis- 
creet initiatives to grant the 
Timorese a measure of auton- 
omy have been proposed re- 


cently, as has the idea of medi- 
ation by a third country. Presi- 
dent Clinton has already indi- 
cated that Asia is one of the pri- 
orities of his second term for- 
eign policy; there is speculation 
the administration may distract 
Congressional attention from 
the campaign donations with an 
aggressive attempt to broker a 
form of peace. ' 

There is one major obstacle: 


President Suharto himself, who 
has accepted none of these 
ideas. Like much else in Indo- 
nesia. the problem may have to 
wait until after the 77 -year-old 
president has gone. “It’s been 
going on now for 21 years, 
longer than anyone expected," 
says one foreign diplomat. 
“Something has to give sooner 
or later. They know that the sit- 
uation can't go on." 


Incredible journey leads family to freedom 


Brian Wiffiams 

Reuters 


Seoul — A family of 17. the 
largest group of North Korean 
defectors since the Korean War, 


arrived in Seoul yesterday, six 
weeks after beginning an epic 
escape through China and Hong 
Kong. 

The band of men, women and 


young children included a 
security guard whose job was to 
stop such defections through 
the wfld and remote North 
Korea-China border. 

Their incredible journey was 
financed by relatives in the Unit- 
ed States. They sent money 
so that the family could pay 
guides to protect them during a 
month-long trek, which started 


on 26 October and covered the 
length of China. 

The band passed from one 
safe bouse to another among 
two million ethnic Koreans in 
China, posing as a group of trav- 
elling rural labourers and occa- 
sionally working in the fields. On 
23 November, they were smug- 
gled into Hong Kong and yes- 
terday made the three-hour 


flight to freedom to Kimpo Air- 
port in the South Korean capi- 
tal Seoul 

When Kim Kyong-ho, the 62- 
year-old patriarch of the group, 
met the brother he had not 
seen since the height of the 1950- 
53 Korean Wfcr, he exclaimed 
loudly: “Older Brother" Kim 
Kyong-tae, 70, embraced him 
and said the pair were separat- 


ed in the war. Kim Kyong-bo, 
now missing half his left index 
finger, ended up in North Korea 
as confusion reigned at the end 
of the conflict. He told how he 
was persecuted there for his 
South Korean roots. 

Kim Kyong-tae said: “1 didn't 
know if my younger brother 
was dead or alive. I'd heard 
rumours be was in the US. But 


when I saw pictures of the fam- 
ily — I knew that it was him." 

The only person missing was 
Choi Yong-do, the father of 
Kim’s wife, Choi Hyon-sH Bom 
New York, he organised the 
money for the group to bribe 
then way throughChina and into 
Hong Kong. 

The escape was a propagan- 
da coup for South Korea, but 


there was nervous speculation 
about how Seoul would cope 
if the defection was the start 
of a refugee surge from impov- 
erished North Korea, where 
floods have caused a year-long 
famine. An uncontrolled refugee 
exodus is part of a nightmare sce- 
nario for Seoul which would be 
left to pickup the pieces at a cost 
of billions of do 


e pieces; 

ill are. 


Patrick McOoweH 

Associated Press 


Han-oon - Burmese police 
dfasf ^students through the 


itaiy ffovernmem closed uni- 

Stfcs ***** 

demonstration of 

winner Aung San Suu Kyi of iro 
citing the unrest andconfined 
her to her home. 

solutely ridiculous, she said by 

telephone. "They (the govern- 
ment) are never prwared Uoac- 
cept their responsibilities. This 
conspiracy theory u; totally out 

of date." . . 

After a march and sit-m on 
Friday, police sealed roads to all 
three’ campuses of Rangoon 
University, while riot police 
blockaded Rangoon Institute ot 
Technology. But a demons! ra- 
tion erupted in front of one of 
the campuses and at middayslie 
dents marched towards the us 
embassy in central Rangoon, 
holding portraits of Aung San. 
the independence leader and fa- 
ther of Ms Suu Kyi. 

Riot police blocked the 
marchers' route and profes- 
sors appealed to the protesters, 
who had sat in the road, to turn 
back. When the students rose 
and again walked towards the 
embassy the police marched at 
them and the students lied. As 
the police pursued, the stu- 
dents stoned them. About 10 
troop carriers with 30 to 40 sol- 
diers aboard joined the chase. 

The authorities had hoped 
that dosing the universities 
would choke protests folkwing 
a mfilee between police and 
1,500 students armed with sticks 
and stones on Saturday morn- 
ing. The police were breaking 
up a sit-in demanding an end to 


police brutality, the right to fonr^j^ 


a student union, freedom an 
respect for human rights. 

The confrontation was the 
strongest show of civil dissent 
since 1988, when a teashop 
brawl between Rangoon Insti- 
tute of Technology students 
and the son of an official set off 
an uprising which was crushed 
by die military. More than 3,000 
protesters were shot, thousands 
were jailed and all universities 
and high schools were dosed for 
three years. - - 
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over divisions on EU 


Germany and France yesterday 
strained to maintain a common 
from ahead of Friday’s Euro- 
pean Union s umm it, producing 
a flurry of initiatives on the re- 
form of the co mmuni ty, and a 
deafening silence on the issues 
that still divide them. 

Although almost the entire 
French cabinet made the trip to 
Nuremberg, their day-long con- 
sultations with German oppo- 
site numbers failed to resolve 
the simmering row over the fate 
of Europe's new currency. A 10- 
page letter signed by Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl and President 
Jacques Chirac, to be delivered 
lo Dublin on the eve erf the sum- 
mit, made no mention of mon- 
etary union, and remained 
vague over the reform of the 
ElTs decision-making process. 

To the very end. President 
«« Chirac insisted Europe’s econ- 
J omy should not be subordinated 
to a bank based in Frankfurt, 
built on the German model. 
While conceding that the new 
monetary institution should be 
independent, the French Pres- 
ident said that there should atsn 
be “a corresponding authority 
vested with political power op- 
posite the central bank”. 

France, as well as some op- 
postion politicians in Germany, 
are worried that the unelected 
technocrats employed by the 


Leaders fail to agree on details 
of stability pact, reports 
. Imre Karacs in Nuremberg 


Son of Bundesbank, to be bom 
in 1999, would dictate the econ- 
omy of the continent, rendering 
national governments super- 
fluous. Germany has taken 
some French objections on 
board, but the compromise for- 
mula fudges the question of ac- 
countability. There will be a 
council consisting of member 
governments, though its exact 
role is yet to be spelt out. 

There is still no meeting of 
minds, however, on the most cD- 
visive proposal: the “stability 
pact”, ot, in French parlance, the 
“stability countiT. “The stabil- 
ity pact should secure the stability 
of the future currency,” Mr 
Kohlparroted yesterday. “Nei- 
ther ftancencir Germany desires 
a soft money,’’ he said. In re- 
sponse to accusations emanating 
from Downing Street, that 
France and Germany wanted a 
“soft currency", the Chancellor 
warned: *T advise everybody to 
do their homework.” 

President Chirac came to 
Nuremberg opposing the le- 
galistic German solution that 


France pays spy bill 


Europe's ambitions in the spy 
satellite business span out of 
orbit yesterday, as Germany 
pleaded pemnyand left France 
footing the bill, writes Imre 
Karacs. 

Whilst pledging their “com- 
mitment” to Helios n and 
nras, the eyes In the sky 
hicb are designed to loosen 
Europe’s dependence on US 
technology, Germany’s in- 
volvement will be confined to 
words of encouragement. 


IS 


“In order to guarantee the 
current schedule, France will 
launch the Helios H project 
and Germany will rejoin it as 
soon as the necessary condi- 
tions are met,” the two coun- 
tries proclaimed in a joint 
statement That moment, added 
the German Ghancdku; Helmut 
Kohl, would come when the 
German budget regained its 
equilibrium. However; Mr Kohl 
declined to specify a date for his 
country’s participation. 


Protests fell 
on deaf ears 
in Belgrade 


Tony Barber 

Belgrade 


More angry, more noisy and 
more frustrated than ever, pro- 
democracy demonstrators be- 
gan a fourth week of street 
protests in Belgrade yesterday, 
struggling to find a way of 
extracting concessions from 
Serbia’s master of political con- 
juring tricks, President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic. 

Impatient at their lack of 
progress but resolved not to re- 
sort to violence,- thousands of 
students and other supporters 
of the Zajedno (Together) op- 
position movement gave vent to 
their disgust as they denounced 
the latest refusal of the Social- 
ist authorities to recognise op- 
position victories in last month’s 
municipal elections. 

“[Milosevic] is playing tricks 
on the Serbian people, just as he 
has been doing for the last six 
or seven years,” said Dragan 
Presic, an opposition supporter. 

Belgrade students turned out 
in extra numbers to express 
outrage at police treatment of 
Dejan Bulatovic, a student 
demonstrator who was arrested 
after displaying an effigy of Mr 
Milosevic in prison domes. “He 
was given the worst Gestapo 
treatment. His nose was broken, 
he was beaten on the chest, bead 
and stomach, and he was given 
help only after he fainted,” 
student leaders said. 

Despite 22 days of anti- 
government demonstrations on 
a scale unseen in Serbia since 
1945, Mr Milosevic seems con- 
fident he can outwit the oppo- 
sition and ignore rising criticism 
from the West A rare insight 
into his attitude to the opposi- 
tion was provided by Kati Mar- 
ton, an American campaigner 


for media freedoms who met the 
President last weekend. 

Ms Marton, the wife of 
Richard Holbrooke, who bro- 
kered last year’s peace deal in 
Bosnia, said she had asked Mr 
Milosevic to sign a manifesto 
promising to end the govern- 
ment’s abuses of media liberties. 
“I handed him that manifesto, 
which he proceeded lo tear 
up," she said. “1 don’t think he's 

in a mood to give up, not at all.” 

Small Serbian towns and 
most rural areas have been 
kept in the dark about the cri- 
sis thanks to the government's 
control of state television. A few 
people who arrived in Belgrade 
yesterday from the countryside 
said they were astonished to see 
tens of thousands of marchers. 

Only two cities, Novi Sad in 
northern Serbia and Nis in the 
south, have experienced similar 
unrest. Demorctrators in Nis, for 
years a Socialist stronghold, 
hurled a television from the top 
of a building to symbolise their 
contempt for the official media. 

The opposition still hopes 
that with the help of Western 
pressure and continuing pro- 
tests in Belgrade, they may win 
control of the capital's muniri- 
pakounefl. Even the Serbian 
Supreme Court's decision to 
award the local elections to the 
Socialists is subject to appeal at 
federal level in rump Yugoslavia. 
■ Zagreb (AP) — The Croat- 
ian President, Franjo Tudjman, 
awarded a medal at the week- 
end to General Tflromir Blask- 
ic, a Bosnian Croat indicted as 
a war-crimes suspect, a Bosnian 


The general, is in 
awaiting trial in The Hague 
over the massacre of Muslims ty 
Croat troops under his com- 
mand in central Bosnia. 
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would punish profligate gov- 
ernments with stiff fines, and ev- 
idently left empty-handed. 

A compromise of sons will be 
tabled at Thursday's meeting of 
European finance ministers in 
Brussels, but it is unlikely to ad- 
dress the question of who 
should decide when such fines 
arc to be levied. The Germans 
make allowances for a country 
whose economy has shrunk by 
2 per cent m.a given year, but 
despite strenuous efforts. 
France never earned that dis- 
tinction in the past 50 years. 

To make up for iheir dis- 
agreements, the two countries 
trumpeted a Gsl of proposals on 


which they could concur. The 
joint letter emphasises France 
and Germany's commitment to 
a Europe-wide police authori- 
ty to fight organised crime. 
There “should be” more co-op- 
eration among the judiciary au- 
thorities of member states, and 
the battle against crime should 
be rejoined by a continent-wide 
agency. EuropoL This would im- 
ply co-ordination of immigration 
policy and police work, a move 
Britain strongly opposes. 

The Franco-German vision is 
clearest about, defence and for- 
eign affairs. “The European 
Council determines the principles 
and gjmeral orientation of foreign 
policy and of common security 
policy,” the letter stales. This 
body, consisting of ministers of 
member suites, “could” also de- 
fine the priorities, “which implies 
that member states abstain Grom 
initiatives that are contrary” to 
these common priorities. 



Cordon Mow: Fishing boats blocking a ferry in Ajaccio harbour, Corsica, yesterday on the seventh day of their action to 
force the government to lower their taxes. The blockade has paralysed passenger and freight traffic Photograph: AP 
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Nato to rule out nuclear 
arms in Eastern Europe 
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Christopher Bellaiviy 

Defence Correspondent 

Nato is today expected to con- 
firm it has no intention of de- 
ploying nuclear weapons on 
the territory of new members in 
Central and Eastern Europe. 

Foreign ministers of Nato’s 
16 nations, who make up the al- 
liance’s North Atlantic Council 
(NAQ, meet in Brussels this 
morning to discuss the con- 
tentious issue of alliance en- 
largement. Details of n ext year's 
special summit, at which invi- 
tations to East European states 
to join the alliance mil be issued, 
are to be announced. 

The summit, to be attended 
by heads of government, orig- 
inally scheduled for May or 
June, is now expected to take 
place next July. Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Hungary 
and Slovenia are expected to 
receive invitations to join Nato 
on or before its 50th anniversary 
in April 1999. 

Tomorrow the ministers will 
be joined by Russia's Foreign 


Minister, Vitaly Primakov, in the 
North Atlantic Cooperation 
Council (NACQ fora’^ixreeD- 
phis-one” meeting, partly aimed 
at reassuring Russia that en- 
largement will not create a new 
Iron Curtain across Europe. 

The communique from the 
meeting is expected to reassure 
Moscow that expansion will 
not mean moving nuclear 
weapons closer to Russia’s bor- 
ders.- With short-range nuclear 
missiles and artillery withdrawn 
from Nato Europe, and the in- 
creased reliance of Britain, 
France and the US on long- 
range submarine- and air- 
launched nuclear weapons, 
there is no nnficary reason to put 
mudear weapons into the terri- 
tory of new members. Never- 
theless, the issue remains a 
symbolic and emotive one. 

Diplomatic sources yesterday 
said the arrangements for next 
year’s special summit had yet to 
be finalised. It is uncertain 
whether Russia’s President. 
Boris Yeltsin, will be invited, and 
where it is to be held. Normal- 


ly it would be in Brussels but, 
riven its high profile, it could be 
Held elsewhere - possibly in 
Madrid, to underline Spain's 
full accession to Nato. Nato 
sources yesterday said it would 
be “this side of the Atlantic'’ - 
ruling out Wuhington. 

The Nato meeting will rub- 
ber-stamp the decisions an- 
nounced at the London 
conference on the former Yu- 
goslavia last week, confirming 
that a 31, 000-strong Stabilisa- 
tion Force - S-For- will take 
over from the Peace Imple- 
mentation Force - I-For -- on 20 
December, and that the force 
will stay for 18 months. 

Additional issues being dis- 
cussed today are other devel- 
opments m Nato-Russian 
relations and the linked ques- 
tion of Nato’s reorganisation. 
The meeting is expected to 
concentrate on Nato’s south- 
ern European command, based 
in Naples and now held by a US 
admiral, Joe Lopez. France has 
said it wants a “European” to 
nmnrnanri in the south. 
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Roman hofiday. The start of the festive season Is irariwt In St Pieter's Square yestemay oy 
2,000 torches, a ritual which dates back centuries Photograph: Reuter 
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Christmas at Sains 


Now thats a good idea 


Sainsbuiy s 
Roule with Gallic and 
Herbs (Deli only) 

£4*99 £3-99perlb 

Save£lpoib 


Sainsbuiys 

Blue Stilton (Pre-packed) 

JB6-9S £5*95 per kg 
Save £1 perfeg 


Sainsbuiys 
Chaumes (Deli only) 

£5-09 £4*09 perlb 

Save £1 per lb 


Sainsbuiys 

White StihmwithLtixuigr 
Fruit Mix (DeH onfy)- 

£ 3-29 £2*79 perlb 
Save 50p perib 



Season of 




ana cream 
of tartar 




There is nothing like the ap- I 
preach of Christmas to remind < 
the hapless foreign correspon- j 

dent that he is, Eke it or not, part 

of that amorphous, visceral- 
minded, thoroughly unpleas- 
ant little group of culturally 
transplanted residents known as 
the Ex-Pat Set 
The evidence piles up in ray 
mailbox every da y. the invita- 
tions to mince-pie afternoons, 
seasonal diplomatic cocktail 
parties and end-of-year din- 
ners; the inevitable true-blue 
British carol services and Qmst- 

mas charity bashes; and, last but 

by no means lightest, the cata- 
logues of goodies from the 
mother country that wing their 
way mysteriously to my door 
from some mail-order service m 
deepest darkest Oxfordshire. 

It isextraoxrimaiywhat lengths 
some people will go to to create 

a sense of home during this sea- 
son of goodwill. Someone has 
valiantly flown out the entire 
choir of St Olave’s, Orpington, 

to blast the popish Roman night 
with a roll-call of what I am as- 
sured by the invitation to be my 

“favourite carols”. Singing along 
is not merely encouraged, it is 
“expected". Oh dear. 

The carol singer might re- 
spond favourably to the fine art 

theme gift catatogue that arrived 
in the mail the other day, an out- 
standing example of that very 
British vice, transforming what 
we call “heritage" into utter 
kitsch. How about a \fon Gogh 
sunflower needlepoint set for 
Auntie Mildred? Or a Gustav 
Klimt stencil kit for foe kids? Per- 
sonally, Fm rather taken with the 
Edvard Munch Screaming Cush- 
ion: “Every time you squeeze, an 
an gs t-ridden wail is released. 
Batteiy included, guaranteed 
for 3000 screams." 

Most gruesome of all, though, 
is foe ex-pat social cireuit which 
is almost impossible to duck at 
this time or year. This being 
Italy, you might expect people 
to revel in the pleasures of 
their adoptive home, or at least 
feel relieved not to have been 
posted to Dubai or Kinshasa. 
But you would be wrong. The 
conversation almost inevitably 
oomes bode to the theme of how 
intolerable it is to live here, and 
how much better everything - 
well, everything except the wine, 
maybe - is back home. 

“I can’t bear the Italians, al- 


Sainsbuiy s West Country 
Farmhouse Mature Cheddar 
397g-511g (Pre-packed) 

£&■'§!£ £535 per kg 
Save £1* SO per kg 


Sainsburys AOC 
Camembert 250g 
(Pre-packed) 

£1*69 
Save 30p 
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Sainsbuiys French Brie 
160g-190g (Pre-packed) 

£6-59 £4*99 perfeg 

Save £l"60 perkg 
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though some of the uppef-*^ 
ones are quite amusing, says an 
Sment banker. “You might 
be surprised to learn this. w 
the dimate in Rome Lawful, 
a visiting newspaper editor is 
told at a party (he looks more 
incredulous than surprised). 

“Every time I go to fe 

take a large empty suitc.isct - 
bring back all the things you 
can’t find here, expands a 
well-travelled representative of 
Her Majesty’s Government. 
“You’d be amazed at the thing* 
the Italians have never heard ot, 
like cream of tartar.” 

Oh, the privations of living in 
Italy. Personally. I feel nervous 
unless there arc at least three 
tins of cream of tartar stocked 
up in my kitchen (baking pow- 
der just won’t do), and when- 
ever I look out on the limpid 
Roman winter skies I always 
think back with fondness on 
drizzly December afternoons in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 

Perhaps Tm being unchari- 
table. There is a long tradjtum 
of foreigners, not just Bnis, 
coming to Italy for the pleasures 
of the Grand Tour while at the 
same time openly venting their 
contempt for the locals. Ruskin 
likened the Italians to “ Yonck s 
skull with the worms in it, nothy 
ing of humanity left but 
smell", while DH Lawrence 
professed to “loathe and detest 
them all. 

Then again, history does not 
record Goethe or Henry James 
complaining of long fruitless 
searches for obscure raising 
agents in the side-alleys of Flo- 
rence and Naples. Even they un- 
derstood how the pleasures of 
Italian cuisine more than com- 
pensated for the temporary loss 
of Schweinshaxen or bread-and- 
butter pudding. What foe worst 
of the modem ex-pats seem to 
lads is not so much taste, as ini- 
tiative and imagination. _ 

On the subject of initiative. 

I’ve just made an interesting dis- 
covery prompted by my con- 
versation with the diplomat 
with the emergency suitcase. 
You can get cream of tartar in 
Rome, after all. They sell it at 
foe international delicatessen on 
Via Cola di Rienzo. One fun- 
ny thing , though. The assistant . 

- I spoke to said they didn’t have <M? 
, much call for it- 


Andrew Gumbel 
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fundamentalist 
brutality is 
coming ever 
closer to the 
capital, writes 
Robert Fisk 

The butchery is getting closer to 
Algiers. There have been atroc- 
ities aplenty in the Algerian cap- 
ital but the latest mass murder 
of civilians co nfirms that the “Is- 
lamists” are striking ever clos- 
er to the city. And these new 
atrocities - 29 dead in just 48 
hours, almost all of them de- 
capitated noth knives — prove 
the country's dv3 war is grow- 
ing ever more bloody in the days 
following the imposition of a 
new constitution. 

The Islamic Armed Group 
(G1A) is being blamed for the 
bloodbath in Benachour, onlv 
ujS miles from Algiers, in which 
whole families had their throats 
cut after guerrillas entered the 
hamlet at the weekend to 
avenge themselves on villagers 
who had dared to join the gov- 
ernment’s heavily-armed “com- 
munal guard" units. The dead 
included a child of six, two 13- 
year-old schoolgirls and a preg- 
nant woman who was 
disembowelled before being 
beheaded 

After hours of censorship by 
the government - which insists 
the war against “terrorism" is all 
but over - the Algerian press is 
now free to report on this lat- 
est butchery, which it is doing, 
with customary condemnation 
of the GIA and the barbus - 
“bearded ones" who are gen- 
erally held responsible. There 
is no hint expressed in the press 
of the claim by the Islamic 
Armed Group (AIS), the less fe- 
rocious of Algeria's two anti- 
govemment armies, that part of 
tte GIA has bom infiltrated by 
ful country’s military security 
service and may be deliberate- 
ly staging atrocities to drive civil- 
ians into supporting the 
military-backed regime. 

Yet it still seems inconceiv- 
able that the regular army 
would involve itself in such ter- 
rible deeds; however ruthless 
the security forces may be, sol- 
diers have their homes in these 
villages. In another hamlet out- 
ride Blida, the murders were 
committed with what can only 
be described as extreme sadism. 
At Haouch Trab, on the road 
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Holy wrath: An Algerian father visiting the grave of his son, one of the many kilted during the country’s civil war 


Photograph: Reuters 


between Boufarik and Chebli, 
10 civilians - including seven 
women and a 10-year-old boy - 
also had their throats cut just be- 
fore 10pm on Wednesday night, 
two entire families wiped out fay 
the attackers after being accused 
of supporting the local “com- 
munal guard". One eyewitness 
told Algerian journalists that the 
first to have her throat cat was 


farik, army helicopters raced 
overhead, opening fire on the 
surrounding countryside in an 
attempt - according to the lo- 
cal government militia - to 
strike at “terrorist targets.” 

The ruthlessness of this war 
can be gauged from words as 
well as from blood. When 
Moukrane Hamoui, a journal- 
ist on the Ambic-language dai- 


The dead included a pregnant 
woman who was disembowelled 
before she was beheaded 


a 25-year-old woman whose 
head was later cut off, tied by 
her hair to a pike and left by the 
roadside. 

The murderers left behind 
them graffiti, written in blood, 
on a volt through war and 

destruction through destruc- 
tion. Kouka will return." 

“Kouka” was the nom-de- 
guerre of a local GIA leader - 
real name Halilat Kouk - kQled 
by “communal guard” forces 
last year. 

At the funeral near Bou- 


lyAl-Shuruq was murdered by 
gunmen in Algiers, the news- 
paper Liberie boldly headlined 
its story: “Day of Mourning’’. 

A new “communique” claim- 
ing the murder and issued by the 
AIS, however, gloated over 
Hamoufs death. ‘An apostate 
working for Shuruq , which ad- 
vocates vice and depravity, fell 
into an - ambush set by the 'mu- 
jahideen' who killed him and 
left safe and sound,” the AIS an- 
nounced. “Three days later, 
some junta [sic] newspapers 


declared that these 'mu- 
jahideen' had been killed. We 
say: Produce your proof if you 
are telling the truth". 

Human rights groups are 
meanwhile fearful that the 
atrocities apparently committed 
by “Islamist" groups may ob- 
scure the growing evidence of 
fearful tortures in the basements 
of Algeria's police stations, in- 
cluding - according to consis- 
tent reports from released 
prisoners - the rape of women. 

The Belgian authorities, for 
example, wflJ be interested to 
know that Othmane Bousria. 
the Algerian they expelled from 
their country in July - on the 
grounds that he would not be 
in danger if he returned to Al- 
geria - is reported to have died 
in police custody at the town of 
Motaganem. 

According to Liberie, Bous- 
ria was arrested in the second 
week of November while at- 
tempting to cross the Algerian- 
Libyan frontier, along with his 
young sister, on a forged Dan- 
ish passport The paper says 
Bousria “committed suicide" by 
throwing himself out of a se- 
curity forces office while await- 
ing triaL 


Islamist trial 
begins in Paris 


Mary Dejevsky 

Raris 

In the first case of its kind in 
France, more than 20 young 
men, all of north African ex- 
traction, went on trial in Paris 
yesterday charged with in- 
volvement in Islamic terror- 
ism. They are said to be part of 
a French-based network be- 
hind an attack in Morocco two 
years ago and then dismantled. 

A total of 30 people are ac- 
cused, but only 21 appeared in 
court yesterday; the rest are ei- 
therwanted or m foreign prisons. 
The charges include “associating 
with criminals for terrorist pur- 
poses", and armed robbery. 

There was tight security for the 
opening of the trial, which takes 
place less than a week after the 
bombing at Port Royal station in 
Paris. One theory is that the 
bomb, which killed four and in- 


jured over 90 people, was a 
protest against the tnaL In court 
yesterday defence lawyers ar- 
gued that the current climate 
militated against their clients be- 
ing given a fair trial. There was 
also healed argument over the 
absence of two main defen- 
dants. Sfephane Ait-Iddir and 
Radouane Hammadi are at the 
centre of the case, but they are 
in prison in Morocco under sen- 
tence of death, having been 
caught and convicted soon af- 
ter the attack at the Atlas-Asm 
hotel in Marrakech in August 
1994. A third member of the 
Marrakech group, Tarek Falah, 
was in the dock. Another of the 
main defendants is Abdelilah 
Ziyad, regarded as one of two 
“emirs" of the network in 
France, responsible for prose- 
lytising among the disillusioned 
youth of housing estates and 
recruiting potential terrorists. 


Saddam free 
to resume 
oil exports 

For the first time since its 
invasion of Kuwait in 1 99U. 
Iraq is free to resume limited 
exports of oil on to world 
markets under an 
; oil-for-food agreement with 
the United Nations which 
received final approval from 
the Secret aiy-Gencral, 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali, 
yesterday. Impoverished by 
the embargo placed on it 
after the Gulf war. Iraq will 
he permitted io sell $2bn 
(£1 Jbn) of oil over six 
months and use the proceeds 
to buy food and medical 
supplies. The outflow of oil. 
which will amount to roughly 
600.000 barrels a day, 
compared to 3 million before 
the war. and the inflow' of 
humanitarian goods will be 
monitored by UN personnel. 
Mr Boutros-Ghali agreed to 
the deal after Baghdad 
agreed to the conditions last 
month. The first oil could he 
flowing by Thursday. 

David Vsbomc - .Yew York 


Minister dear 
in sex scandal 

Elio di Rupo. a Belgian 
deputy prime minister, was 
d cared by the highest court 
of allegations that he had sex 
with under-age boys. 
Although it said some new 
evidence remained to be 
examined, the decision looks 
likely to remove all pressure 
on Mr di Rupo to resign, 
defusing a ensis for the 
coalition government. Mr di 
Rupo, a known homosexual, 
was accused of engaging in . 
child sex three weeks ago, 
after a waiter said he 
encountered the minister 
when he was under 16, the 
age of consent. The claims 
fuelled suspicion of 
corruption among senior 
government figures and 
brought new claims that the 
Dutroux (child-abuse) 
atrocities were covered up. 
Parliament was pressed to lift 
Mr di Rupo’s immunity and 
send him for trial. The results 
of the court investigation 
yesterday appear to confirm 
the minister’s assertion that 
he never engaged in illegal 
sex. Sarah Helm - Brussels 


Russians say 
Nyetto 
nuclear power 

In the first referendum of its 
kind, people in central Russia 
overwhelming!}' rejected 
plans to build a nuclear 
power station in Kostroma 
region because they believed 
it would destroy the ecology. 
It was the first time Russians 
were given such a choice. 
Kostroma. 125 miles from 
Moscow, is renowned for its 
clean air and rivers. Under 
Communism, the Kremlin 
derided where nuclear power 
plants were built, irrespective 
of local views. 

Phil Reeves - Mosctnv 

Swiss move on 
Holocaust gold 

Switzerland's parliament 
cleared the way for a decree 
that will start a study of 
financial dealings with Nazi 
Germany and the fate of 
Jewish wealth stashed in 
Swiss hanks during the 
Holocaust. Die upper 
chamber of the Swiss 
parliament paved the way to 
passage of the measure by 
withdrawing an amendment 
which would have given 
individuals who feared being 
maligned in the study the 
right to ask the high court to 
block their names from being 
published. The decree 
follow's international 
speculation and demands for 
a search by the World Jewish 
Congress, "that Switzerland 
could still he hoarding gold 
or holding millions of dollars 
in assets of people killed 
during Hitler's reign of 
terror. Reuter - Berne 

Mary Leakey 
dies at 83 

Mary Leakey, half of the 
team whose discoveries in 
East Africa brought the 
world closer to understanding 
the origins of man, died 
yesterday aged 83. In 1978, 
after her husband's death, 
she found footprints made in 
volcanic ash that showed 
horainids walked upright 3.5 
million years ago - again, 
much earlier than had been 
thought. AP - Nairobi 


Britain is ‘haven for terrorists’ 


Briltxm is a haven for Islamic 
firndamentafists and harbours 
“all the leaders" of radical Is- 
lamic movements. So said 
Charles Fasqna, the former 
.. French Interior Minister, in a 
1 "television interview when asked 
to comment on last Tuesday’s 
Paris bomb, writes Mary De- 
jevskf. 


Islamic terrorists also flour- 
ish in Belgium and Germany, he 
said, but it is Britain “where all 
the leaders of radical Islamic 
fundamentalist movements are 
to be found”. Mr Pascnia was 
speaking shortly after the inte- • 
nor ministry disclosed that it 1 
had circulated a list of 13 want- 
ed individuals to police forces 


in Europe. Drey are sought in 
connection with last year's 
bombings in France, which was 
linked to the Algerian “Armed 
Islamic Group”. 

No one has admitted re- 
sponsibility for Tuesday’s bomb, 
but similarities between it and 
the bombs of 1995 have en- 
couraged speculation that Is- 


lamic fiinriamemaKsi were also 
to blame. Although more than 
200 people are in French pris- 
ons awaiting trial in connection 
with involvement in Islamic 
terrorism, the French authori- 
ties are known to be frustrated 
that they have not canght those 
they regard as the instigators 
and ringleaders. 
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Shopping 
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In Julien Duvivier’s classic film 
Un Camel de Bal , Raima plays 
the pan of a man who, when 
young, wanted to be President 
of the Republic. Years after- 
wards, when the film discovers 
him in his rural domain where 
he seems to rule aver aB that he 
surveys he reflects: “Tm Presi- 
dent of everything, except the 
Republic.'' Alain Poher never 
had such early, flamboyant am- 
bitions, but by 1 969 he had been 
President of many institutions. 

Having worked in the private 
office of the Minister for Fi- 
nance, Robert Schuman in 
1946 and having been elected to 
the upper house of the Parlia- 
ment, then known as the Con- 
sell de la Republique, he served 
for a short period as under- 
secretary for Finance in the gov- 
ernment of Henri QueuiDe in 
1948. He then began his Euro- 
pean career, being responsible 
for German and Austrian affairs 
from 1948 to 1950, and acting 
as the French representative on 
the International Authority for 
the Ruhr 1950-52. He became 
President of the Transport 
Commission in the Coal-Steel 
Assembly and President of the 
Planning Commission for the 
Common Market 

In the meantime he was Pres- 
ident of the Social Catholic 
party (the Mouvement R6pub- 
licain Populaire) in the Coun- 
cil of the Republic and later, 
when it became the Senate. He 
was elected a member of the 
European Parliament for 1958, 
and was its President from 1966 
to 1969. He had been elected 
mayor of Ablon-sur-Seine (his 
birthplace) in 1945 and contin- 
ued to hold that position until 
1977. in 1968 he was elected 
President of the Association of 
Mayors of France, and also in 
1968 was elected President of 
the Senate. In June 1969 Gen- 
eral de Gaulle resigned and 
automatically Alain Poher be- 
came the acting President of 
the Republic (President par in- 
terim). But he decided to put 
himself forward for election, in 
the hope of being elected Pres- 


ident for seven years. This 
would be, after all, the ultimate 
President^. 

. Looking back at this episode 
it js easy now to see that Poher 
was not of the same stuff as oth- 
er Presidents of the Fifth Re- 
public. He was a modest man , 
of humble origins, who had 
studied law and engineering 
(at the Ecole des Mines) and 
who intended to follow his fa- 
ther’s profession, that of an en- 
gineer. He was attracted to 
politics because he believed 
very sincerely in two principles. 
The one was that France need- 
ed the soda] reforms that were 
put forward by the new politi- 
cal party, the Social Catholics; 
the other was that in order to 
avoid a third world war there 
needed to be some unification 
of Europe that would bring 
France and western Germany 
together. These simple ideas he 
expressed to his electors. They 
agreed with him; he spoke as 
they did, he looked as they did 
(except that his suits began 
to appear increasingly old- 
fashioned as time went by). 

Poher’s election to the Pres- 
idency of the Senate had been 
something of a surprise. Rela- 
tions between this House and 
de Gaulle had been veiy bad 
from 1962, when Gaston Mon- 
nerville, then President, had vi- 
olently opposed the General’s 
plans for the election of the 
President of the Republic by 
universal suffrage. De Gaulle 
publicly snubbed MonuervQle at 
President Coty's funeral in No- 
vember 1962 and bad ceased to 
have any relations with the 
Senate. Monnerville was per- 
suaded to stand down in 1968 
but it seemed impossible to find 
a successor. 

Poher stood on the third 
ballot and was chosen largely 
because of his European com- 
mitments and experience. It 
was ironic that no sooner bad 
he assumed his position and 
started the process of reconcil- 
iation between the Luxembourg 
Palace and the Elysee. that de 
Gaulle launched his referen- 


dum. An important part of this 
proposed reform was to change 
die whole nature of the Senate. 
Poher naturally was one of the 
leaders of the opposition to this 
referendum. When it failed de 
Gaulle resigned. Poher was one 
of the victors in this battle. 

Was he not then well placed 
to replace de Gaulle? The ar- 
gument was two-fold. De 
Gaulle had lost the referendum 
because of the defection of the 
centre right parties. Poher could 
rally this section of the voters 
to support him. And secondly. 


first opinion polls sug- 
t Poner had more sup- 


dou was divided, tor some, 
Pompidou meant the continu- 
ation of Gaullism and was 
therefore to be opposed; for 
others, be had betrayed 
Gaullism by having presented 
himself to the country as the 
natural successor to de Gaulle, 
and was therefore not worthy of 
support. 

gestedthat] 
port than anyone else. De 
Gaulle, then admiring the Irish 
countryside and pretending to 
have no interest in the election, 
was horrified at this. It was 
France turning back to medi- 
ocrity, he is reported to have 
said, in a clearly unfair remark. 
But many commentators said 
that the election of Poher would 
be a return to the Fourth Re- 
public, or more dangerous still, 
it would inaugurate a long pe- 
riod of uncertainty. Although 
Poher came second in the first 
ballot (with only 460,000 votes 
more than the Communist can- 
didate) it was clear that he 
stood no chance in the second 
ballot, and he might have done 
weU to have withdrawn. The sec- 
ond ballot gave more than 58 
per cent of the votes to Pom- 
pidou, and a weak 42 per cent 
to Poher. 

It speaks highly of Poher 
that this debacle did not ruin 
him politically, although he had 
had to put up with many jour- 
nalistic sarcasms (one accused 
him of being ‘'puffed out with 
modesty”). He remained as the 



Not of the same stuff as other Presidents of the Rfth Repobfle: Poher in 1988 


Photograph: AP 


President of the Senate until 
1992. With the death of Presi- 
dent Pompidou in 1974 he once 
again became President of the 
Republic par interim, but was 
not tempted to seek election. 
He achieved fame and respect 
as a defender of the Senate, par- 
ticularly after 1981 when the So- 
cialist government attempted to 
introduce reforms which would 
have reduced its influence and 
changed its nature. As a con- 


stitutional expert he also inter- 
vened on matters which did not 
directly affect his role as Pres- 
ident of the Senate. Thus he op- 
posed those who wished to 
make the Consttutioual Coun- 
cil the equivalent of the Amer- 
ican Supreme Court. 

Naturally someone who held 
power for so long was accused 
of being cunning, devious and 
self-centred. Perhaps the image 
that be liked to present of him- 


self as a simple citizen, whose 
hobby was stamp-collecting, 
was exaggerated. . 

Douglas Johnson 


Alain Emile Louis Marie Poher, 
poMdan: bom Ablon-sur-Seine 
17 April 1909: President of the 
European Parliament 19&69; 
President of the French Senate 
1968-92: married 1938 Henrietta 
Tugler (one daughter); died Paris 
9 December 1996. 


Air Marshal Sir Denis Crowley-Milling 


Denis Crowley-Milling first be- 
came interested and then fas- 
cinated by flying as a premium 
apprentice at Rolls-Royce, 
where he specialised in aero- 
engineering. Like so many of his 
contemporaries (he was born in 
1919 and educated at Malvern), 
he had his first experience of it 
with Alan Cobham’s Flying Cir- 
cus, whereby the pioneer avia- 
tor would travel round Britain 
giving people air experience. 

At the outset of the Second 
World Mr, as a sergeant in the 
Volunteer Reserves, he was 
sent on a refresher course at 
Hullavington and gained his 
wings and later a commission; 
among the few select pilots on 
the course who were later to 
make their names in the RAF 
were Christopher Hartley and 
Leonard Cheshire. His first op- 
erational posting was to num- 
ber 615 Aindliaiy Squadron in 
France. Still under 21, he had 
the privilege of first e ngaging 
the Luftwaffe while flying a bi- 
plane, the splendid but totally 
obsolete Gladiator. 

Despite a most gallant fight 
against odds, the RAF was 
chased out of France as com- 
prehensively as was the Army. 
Crowley-Milling escaped to 
Tangmere and was next posted 
to 242 Squadron at Coltishall. 
Like most of its fellows, the 
Squadron had taken a bad beat- 
ing in France. Leadership had 
been lacking and morale among 
the largely Canadian-manned 
squadron was low. The re- 


doubtable legless pilot Douglas 
Bader was posted in to com- 
mand and to pull the squadron 
together. 

Among those on whom he 
left a deep and lasting impres- 
sion was Crowley-Milling, who 
flew as his number 2 and was 
present at the initiation of the 
Big Wing (325 squadrons) con- 
cept of which he became a 
strong and fervent advocate in 
the long controversy that raged 
over its merits and defects - and 
indeed still does to this day. He 
became an ardent admirer and 
later a close friend of Bader and 
on the latter's death in 1982 was 
a strong supporter of the Bad- 
er Foundation for the Physically 
Handicapped 
In 1940, Crowley-Milling’s 

personal score of victories agaiKt 
the Germans grew steadily, in 
spite of being shot down himself 
In 1941, he became a Spitfire 
flight commander in 610 
Squadron again under Bader, 
who was by now his wing leader. 
In August, while escorting 
it bombers over France, 
ley-Milling was again shot 
down, but through the good of- 
fices of the French Resistance 
and after many hair-raising ad- 
ventures, he eventually escaped 
through Spain. After consider- 
able hardships and serious Al- 
ness there, he was eventually 
repatriated through Gibraltar 
and immediately resumed his 
flight command 
In this he was heavily involved 
in the air fight over Dieppe. His 



Crowtey-MUHi^f: a strong and fervent advocate of the Big Wing (325 squadrons) concept 


next appointments and promo- 
tions were successively to com- 
mand a squadron and then a 
wing of typhoon fighter 
bombers, a devastating new 
weapon but one that involved 
great risks to the pilots, includ- 
ing in the early days a lot of trou- 
ble with the aircraft’s engine. 
The last two years of his war was 
spent on air planning with the 
United States Air Force and op- 
e rational requirements in the air 


ministiy. He received a perma- 
nent commission and his post- 
war career included interesting 
and important appointments in 
Egypt, Washington. Hong Kong 
and Turkey. 

As a staff officer he showed 
the same determination and 
forcefulness as he had while on 
operations. He was a man of 
strong principles and convic- 
tions and many of his arguments 
were stated with considerable 


heat, but never any noise - he 
was always polite and quiet 
spoken. When he believed be 
was right, he was a difficult man 
to shift. His boyish appearance 
concealed a great strength of 
character. 

He retired from the RAF in 
1975, although in his case re- 
tirement was perhaps not the 
right word, for he remained re- 
markably active. For the first 
five years, he was an energetic 


and successful Controller of 
the Royal Air Force Benevolent 
^•^^iHittodacfflgasafundrais- 

i now famous International 
too. In’ tarn, and indeed 
.At tim.^anuktime, he was in- 
■ vWved' m^e Not-Foxgotten 
Association, the Escaping So- 
ciety, and the Battle of Britain 
Fighter Association -and also, 
most individually, with the Dou- 
glas Bader Foundation. 

Additionally, he was Chair- 
man of the Governors of 
Malvern School, Gentleman 
Usher of the Scarlet Rod of the 
Order of the Bath and Master 
of the Guild of Air Pilots and 
Navigators. His peacetime ca- 
reer fittingly crowned bis 
wartime record. He was award- 
ed the DFC in 1941, a Bar in 
1942 and the DSO in 1943. He 
was appointed CBE in 1963 and 
KCB in 1973. 

His invaluable partner, who 
shared much of the burden of 
bis work was his lifelong part- 
ner, Loma, whom he married 
as his childhood sweetheart 
more than 50 years ago. They 
had two daughters. 

Christopher Foxlcy-Norris 


Sir Bryan 


Roberts 


Denis Crowley-MiBing RAF of- 
ficer. bom 22 March 1919; DFC 
1941, Bar 1942; DSO 1943; CBE 
1963; KCB 1973; Gentleman 
Usher of the Scarlet Rod 1979-85; 

UieBaih 1985-90; married 1943 
LomaJebouIt (n£e Stuttard; two 
daughters and one son deceased); 
died 1 December 1996. 


A public servant in A&jca 
Britain for much of ^ ; 

Btyan Roberts thought and 

ed fast and decisively. As a* 

Srnqy General, andlateras^ 

holder of the highest 0 ^ 1 
posts in Malawi, he played accn- 

stion to independence- u wj* 

talaige part due wluas^Jjjte 
mraStact, and a***® 

ocelleiu relations with Dr Hast 

togs Banda, that that transition 
proved to be so successful- 

Bryan Clicve Roberts was 
bom in 1923. and educated** 
Whiten ft School and Magdalen 
College, Oxford. He 

through the Second World War, 
being commissioned in the Roy- 
al Artillery and the Royal Horse 
Artillery, with whom he saw ac- 
tive service in Normandy, Bel- 
gi um Holland and Germany- 

On being demobilised he was 

called to the Bar by Gray’s Inn 
in 1950 and entered the cham- 
bers of Viscount Hailsham QC, 
the future Lord Chancellor, for 
whom he was later to work 
when he returned from Africa. 
He then served in the Treasury 
Solicitors’ Office for two years 
before entering the Colonial Le- 
gal Services in 1953, as a Grown 
Counsel in what was at that time 
Northern Rhodesia. 

He served there until 1961 suc- 
cessively as Crown Counsel and 
Director of Public Prosecutions. 
In 1961 he was appointed So- 
licitor-General of the neigh- 
bouring protectorate of 
Nyasaland (now Malawi) which, 
with Northern and Southern 
Rhodesia, had become part of the 
Central Africa Federation in 
1953. In moving to Nyasaland he 
joined other senior officials who 
had also spent their earliest ca- 
reers in Northern Rhodesia: 
Glyn Jones, the Governor, and 
Robin Foster, the Chief Secretary. 

His service in Africa covered 
the whole of the federal period, 
Nyasaland’s struggle to secede 
from it and Malawi s early years 
of independence. In Malawi 
he was successively Solicitor- 
General Attorney-General and 
Secretary to the President and 
Cabinet From July 1965 until 
May 1972 he concurrently held 
the posts of Attorney-General 
Secretary for Justice. Secre- 
tary to the Cabinet and Head 
of the Civil Service. 

He worked dosely with min- 
isters, and especially during 
the early years following inde- 
pendence in July 1964, was in- 
timately involved with the 
decisions which Dr Banda -first 
Prime Minister and then Pres- 
ident-made. He was a strong 
supporter of the President and 
a firm, indeed at times tough, 
adviser to him. 

During this period a number 
of crucial events took place: the 
cabinet revolt only a few weeks 
after independence in which aD 
Banda’s ministers either re- 
signed or were dismissed; the 
armed rebellions of Chipem- 
bere in 1965 and Chisiza in 
1967; changes to the criminal 
justice system which resulted in 
the resignation of the whole 
high court bench in 1970; Ban- 
da’s relations - diplomatic and 
economic - with South Africa; 
the “slow but sure" Africanisa- 
tion of the civil service; and the 
early stages of a regime wind] 
became increasingly harsh after 
Roberts left In 1972 he hand- 
ed over to the first Malawian 
Secretary to the President and 
Cabinet and Head of the Gvfl 
Service, George Jaffu, whom he 
had guided antiadvised over the 
preceding few years. 

■ Banda’s tasks at this time 
were far from easy and be had 
many enemies both within and 
without the country. That be sur- 
vived, indeed flourished, and 
placed the country on as sound 
an economic footing as possible 
in the early days of independence 
(although thing s deteriorated 
badly later on) was in no small 


measure due to ti« support and 
S^vcntohimlwfeo teh. 

intiwsc early days Banding 
much admired by internauejt 
3 aid donors for the sensible 
mid proper way external aid was 
Sed P inMalawi and this too. 
owed a great deal to Roberts. 
His advice to the President, fre. 
quently subtly phrased, abn 
a number of expotnaie* 
from the stmg of Bandas fly 
whisk. Roberts was above a 
pragmatic mid this fitted well 
Jrith Banda’s approach to eco- 
nomies and politics in Africa. 

In 1^72 Roberts relumed to 

Britain, and in the 
he entered the Lord Chancellor s 
Department as Training Office r 
for the lav magistracy, contrast 
to the range and importance^ 

his responsibilities m Malawi, this 
was a modest appointment, but 
Roberts undertook it with tm- 
thusbsm. His energy and drive 
led to his being appointed 
Deputy Secretary of Commis- 
sions and, on Sir Tbumas 
Skyrrae's retirement m 1977, 
Secretary of Commissions, and 
thus the Lord Chancellor's prin- 
cipal adviser on the appoint- 
ment and work of the magistrraj. 
Roberts also followed Skynncfti 
energetically developing the work 
of the Commonwealth Magis- 
trates' and Judges’ Association of 
which he served as Chairman 
from 1979, before becoming Life 
Vice-President in 1994. 

In 19S2 Roberts was ap- 
pointed a Metropolitan Stipen- 
diary Magistrate, and served at 
Horseferry Road Magistrates’ 
Court in Inner London until his 
retirement in 1993. The work 
there was congenial to him. .and 
he acquired a reputation forge- 



RobertK pragmatic 

nial tolerance towards the ac- 
cused appearing before him. A 
characteristic enquiry by Roberts 
to a defendant, however, was: "If 
you were parking, haw is it you 
were exceeding the speed limit?” 

Bryan Roberts had a memo- 
rable presence and personality. 
Hill, elegant, amusing and 
tough-minded, he possessed a 
sardonic sense of humour and 
a passion for exact English, 
and he was quick to correct lin- 
guistic solecisms. He could be 
acerbic, but he was a kind man 
and a good friend. Colleagues 
who worked less swiftly lh.an.be 
did frequently had to cope with 
visits from Roberts, who had fin- 
ished all his own work and 
wanted to exchange humorous 
gossip with them. 

Derek OultoL. 
and Colin Baker 

Bryan Clieve Roberts, lawyer and 
dvil servant: bom 22 March 1923; 
Called to die Bat; Gray's Inn 1950; 
Crown Counsel, Northern Rhode- 
sia 1953-60, Director of Public 
Prosecutions 1960-61 ; QC (Fed- 
eration of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land) 1961; Solicitor-General, 
Nyasaland 1961-64; Attorney 
General of Malawi 1964-72 ; 
CMG 1964, KCMG 1973; Per- 
manent Secretary to the Cabinet, 
and Head of Malawi Civil Sendee 
.1965-72; LordQumceBors’ Office 
2973-82 Under Secretary 1977-82: 
monied 1958 Pamela Campbell 
(marriage dissolved), 1976 Brigitte 
Redty-Morrison (marriage dis- 
solved), 1985 Barbara Farter died 
London 6 December 1996. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

BUVfON: On 21 November, lo Victoria 
and Jonathan, a son. Tftaddeus 
Alexander. 

For Gazette BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone OI 71-293 
2011 or Ike to 0171-292 20 l& Chores 
are IMkSO a line iVAT extra i. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Qva hrifch jh I ir.x'Ui me 3! BudUstfuni 
PjIwc. Ik Qko M idiir auethh a ruerpun 
p-iil In Kjoim Wrltliv Ourtitc' u Si boa'i 
l*jlxc.>pjnij||iccd .hijimq. iuntrinln ISA 
of ib, Oufld Numaal. Hu PH*cc ml 
Hale*. Pn.'.klriii. Itannu-u in (be Cnmimnwy. ra- 
ft> lit Lnvn»j> Ci nut Si MltonuA tVolnLunOB 
■hr ik* 'iin Lik lk'3ili|iMMis IkierK tutaif. 
Hirj.'l. iran i he HmiN Conor Help Calir. 
CLji.fi itp.ir.lhc Mira. Rm-tn. Ihutd L'mcnfly. 

*• i be l‘n«e':Th*4, swotb ibe jo* - 
rturr. .-rl "FiTJ Clinton", it Inch curb id vean ut 
.Vjr lift, ji itu l-mpnc Lcumct huiutc. Luodoa 
«C1 TV DdrtfVMliVMbibe HtilCaMBM Pw- 
pr.^nuttoh; Jl ihc Oiulny Royal Itand. 
Kmcu.tn »p>n llaiL Hjm Kklmg of tuilnbtn:. 
nut > ihc Deltaic S.iin.4 ifUtimm. 
juJ irJlt DniliriJ Sduvl. DnlAcUL The Dote of 
lil m e fp trull Fsiiitu HucummnjmiuQs (Eb- 
nfc i lUnnu£h tm Huuacit Rat; open, the ne* 
nip. ml In oilMiuitert >i| ihc krrnl Sent hn Ibe 

nttioini « .Vwitkni'. Hmiiftm: uhIumi* Si 
Htul'-, DentmiL Bermingbam, hi Uusdi the Sihcr 
Itthflre AppaL Tta Dike ml Km npee- ihc 
W ilium M»m* ItaiUac. Cnwaiiy L'ann-ny. bj 
liic-etjlmua. brrffcli i.Xenen Trade Boarf, 
citt*Jj>uirCBt LiiLCmmlrr. and Jrterxh *dm- 
n ; p«.n by ibi Amhjuailui of Spam, ot Bdooic 
S^lMIvtiBhlflSWI ft Otc ^Ak xfl mbu. PluoJem. 
ilIcOiH j CtuvoavK Cjo4 Sconce in Si Rial'* 
I'jFlr JrjI. I -union Ct'J, uuul.if dtc ImpJMl Can- 
cel R,-* treh BmJ 

Chancing of the Guard 

'nn.'liiU'da-UCiMlr! hhuuned Rcpmaa m«uti 
lhiO«tin i Uli liaard* it. Ham In 

Rill lUm The Kinjl Rrpanmi of W'hr lanmt ihr 
Owen ' i iiioal. oi fcBffclaeha" Point*. II JHow 
hrml prnvnlul b* ihc Unh > JuBftfc 


Birthdays 

Sir Scon Baker, High Court judge. 
59; Mr John Birt, Director-General 
of the BBC, 52; Mr Kenneth 
Branagh, actor, 3ft; Mr Hany Cohen 
MP, 47; Sir John Collins, chief exec- 
utive; Vestey Group, 55; Professor 

Barrington Canliffe, archaeologist, 
57; Miss Rumcr God den, writer, 89; 
Mr Ced] Haiku, former general sec- 
retary, AHU.97; Lord Harris of High 

Crass, founder president. Institute of 
Economic Affairs, 72; Mr Michael 
Jopliog MP, 66; Sir David Kelly, chair- 
man, Kelly Rackaging, 60; Miss Joan 

Kenworttiy, Principal, St Mruy’s Col- 
lege, Durham. 63; Mr Jahangir Khan, 

squash champion, 33; Mr Nicolas 
Kynasion, concert organist. 55: Mr 
James McAdam, chairman , Signet 
Group, ftCc Mr Raiphael Maklouf, 
sculptor, 59; Mr Michael Manley, for- 
mer prime minister of Jamaica, 72; 
Sir Jeremy Morse, former i-hatnrmn 
of Lloyds Bank, 68; Professor 
Howard Newby, Vice-Chancellor, 
Southampton University, 49; Sir 
John reel, former surgeon- 
gynaecologist to the Queen, 92; Mr 
Raymond Plu m m e r, ex-President 
and Honorary Director of the Design 
and Industries Association. 80. Sir 
Angus Stirling, chairman. Royal 
Opera House. Covent Garden. 63; 
Mr Chad Stuart, rack singer, 55; Mr 
Colin Turner, former Rector. Glas- 
gow Academy, 63; Mr Michael 
Wright, writer, 60. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Emily Elizabeth Dickinson, 
pocL 1830; Ernest Howard Shepard, 
illustrator of "Winnie the Pooh", 
IR74; Dorothy Lamour (Mary Lcta 
Slaton Kaumeycr). actress, 1914. 
Deaths Alfred Bernhard Nobel, in- 

V i 


dustrialist and philanthropist, 1896; 
Charles Rennie Mackintosh, archi- 
tect, painter and art nouveau pioneer, 
1928: Alfred Damon Runyon, writer. 
1946. On this day: the Gregorian cal- 
endar was adopted in France, 1582; 
the National Farmers' Union was 
founded in London. 1908; Ring Ed- 
ward VIII abdicated, and became 
Duke of Wmdscc, 1936; the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly issued the Declaration 
of Human Rights, l948.Ttodayis the 
Feast Day of Si Edmond Gerhings, 
St Eulalia of Merida, St Eustace 
White, St Gregory m, pope, St John 
Roberts, Saints Mannas. Henno- 
genes and Engraphus, St Mekhiadtt 
or MDtiades, St Fofydoe Ptaaden and 
St S within Wells. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Kathleen Adler, 
"Cruel Cuts (u): Van Gogh's ear’’, 
lptn. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Matthew Cock,' “Silver in its historic 
context'*, 230pm. 

British .Museum: Lesley Fitton. "Im- 
pressions of Minoan Crete from 
Antiquity to the Present", 1.15pm. 
London School of Economics, Loa- 
don WC2: Professor Sudipio 
Bhatiacharya, “Intermediation, 
Knowledge and Corporate Gover- 
nance", 5 JOpm. 

Luncheons 

Ministry of Defence 
Mr Michael POrtillo MR Secretary of 
State for Defence, was the bast at a 
luncheon held yesterday in Lan- 
caster House, Si James's, London 
SW1, in honour of Mr Renato de Vil- 
la, Secretary for National Defence of 
the Republic of the Philippines. 


Dinners 

HMS Victors 

Admiral Sir Michael Boyce, Second 
Sea Lord and Commander-in-chief 
Naval Home Command, hosted a 
luncheon yesterday onboard HMS 

Victory at ftntsmouth Naval Base. Mr 
Conrad Black, Chairman, The Tele- 
graph Pic. was among the guests. 

Guild or Freemen 
of the City of London 

The Lord Mayor of London. Mr 
Roger Cork, attended the Annual 
Banquet of the Guild of Freemen of 
the Gty of London held yesterday 
evening at Guildhall, London ECL 
Vice-Admiral Sir Peter Buchanan. 
Master, presided. 

The Macra beans 

Sir John Balcombe, President, the 
Maccabcans, presided at the annu- 
al Chanukah Dinner held yesterday 
evening at Lincoln's Inn, London 
WC2. Sir Aaron Klug and Professor 
Lord Winston were the speakers. 

Royal Institute of 
International Affairs 

The meeting of the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs, which was 
to have been addressed by Dr Rus- 
du Saracogiu. on Wednesday 11 De- 
cember 1996 at llam, has been 
cancelled. 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Professor Sir Kenneth Stuart was die 
guest speaker of the Royal Over-Seas 
League’s Discussioo Cuclc held yes- 
terday evening « Over-Seas House, 
London SW 1. His subject was "What 
Everyone Should Know about Blood 

Pressure". 


Action against dead doctor was time-barred 

LAW REPORT 


Kelly v Bastibfe and others; Court 
of Appeal CLady Justice Butler- 
Sloss. Lard Justice Milleti. Lord 
Justice Waller) 7 November 1996 

The fact that a defendant was 
insured was not by itself a rea- 
son for concluding, in terms of 
section 33 of the Limitation Act 
1980, that he would suffer less 

prejudice, if the limitation pro- 
visions hairing the plaintiff’s 
case were disapplied, than if he 
were not insured. In consider- 
ing such prejudice, defendant 
and insurer were to be treated 
as a composite unit. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by the execu- 
tors of the estate of Dr 
Christopher Bastible, who died 
in 1970, against a decision of 
Mr Justice Wright on 17 No- 
vember 1994 to allow a claim 
by the plaintiff Dean John Kd- 

llgeaceatthe time of his birtL 
in 1965, to proceed out of 
time. In allowing the case to 
proceed, the judge took into ac- 
count chat the doctor was in- 
sured by the Medical Defence 
Union. 

FSets Ashworth QCond Fiona Sinclair 
(Htmpstm, Cavern Garden l for the 
defendants; Nigel Baker Q C and Si- 
mon King (Cooke & Son, Luton) for 
the plaintiff. 


Lord Justice Walter said that 
in relation to any daim now be- 
ing brought against the doctor’s 
estate, the impact of the Lim- 
itation Act was of prime im- 


f or personal injuries was 
three years from the date on 
which the cause of action arose, 
or the date of knowledge (if lat- 
er) of the person injured. 
Knowledge was dealt with by 
section 14. 


10 December 1996 

under section 33 of the 1980 
Act, permitted it to proceed. 

Section 33 empowered the 
court to disapply the limitation 
provisions If it would be equi- 
table to allow the action to pro- 
ceed, having regard to the 
degree to which the limitation 


the limitation period In 

case of someone under a 

disability [in (he sense of being 
unable to sue, eg because he 
was a minor: see section 3S(4)j 
was extended to three years 
from the date when he ceased 
to be under such disability. 

The plaintiff ceased to be un- 
der a disability at the age of 18. 
By that age or soon afrer, the 
judge found, he must have had 
the requisite knowledge to 
bring proceedings. But he only 
aSosulted solicitors in 1987, and 
the writ was not issued until 
1990, when he was 25. 

The defendants applied to 
strike out the daim. But the 
judge, exercising his discretion 


tiff and to which, their 
plication would prejudice the 
defendant. 

The judge concluded that he 
would have exercised his dis- 
cretion against allowing the 
action to proceed, but for the 
fact that the defendants were 
insured. He held that he was 
compelled to take this into ac- 
count without considering any 
prejudice to the insurers, and 
concluded that the defendants 
were not prejudiced. 

- In so concluding, he relied on 
an observation ofParker U in 
Hartley v Birmingham City 
Council [199 2] 1 WLR 968, 
that 

if it is ...legitimate to take into ao- 
couiuwhea considering prejudice to 

the plaintiff that be will have a daim 
agamst his soEcitors, it most in 
my judgment [be] legitimate to take 
into account that the defendant is 
insured. 


In his Lordship’s judgment, 
that observation did not 
preclude insurers being entitled 
through the defendant to 
rely on any point there might 
be to demonstrate prejudice. 
The correct approach when 
considering prejudice to the 
defendant under section 33 
was to treat the defendant 
and his insurer as a composite 
unit 

It was always right in weigh- 
ing prejudice to one side 
against that to another for the 
judge to recognise that the 
plaintiff had no alternative 
remedy against his solicitor, and 
he would also as a matter of re- 
ality be aware that the defen- 
dant was insured. 

However ff treating the 
defendant and insurer as a 
composite unit, the judge con- 
cluded that delay bad serious- 
ly prejudiced their ability to 
defend, and if he would not al- 
low the action to proceed if the 
defendant were not insured, 
then, taking into account at 
that stage that the plaintiff 
would have no Hairn a gainst his 
solicitor, the weight to be giv- 
en to the mere fact that the de- 
fendant was insured ought to be 
nil. 

, Paul Msgrath, Barrister 
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Why Labour should send the lords a’ leaping 


W hen Jeffrey Archer appears to 
be more radical than the 
Labour Party, something is 
wrong. The Conservative peer and nov- 
elist makes a modest proposal to end sex 
discrimination in the succession to the 
throne. Labour seems sympathetic, but 
is not eager to start any royal hares 
running 

As Lord Archer pointed out yester- 
day, his proposed Bill would mata* no 
difference in practice for 50 or 60 years, 
because the Queen’s oldest child is 
male, as in turn is his. Only if Prince 
Wilhara had a daughter would the royal 
revolution occur. Such is Tory radical- 
ism, to which new Labour pays court. 

To be fair to Lord Archer, he is more 
consistent than that, and therefore 
more revolutionary. Because to chaL 
lenge the principle of male primogeni- 
ture in the Royal Family is to question 
the basis of membership of his own chih t 
the House of Lords. 

It should hardly need stating, 20 
years after the Sex Discrimination Act, 
that the privilege of the eldest male is 
an anachronism which should, have no 
role in any part of our lives. It would be 
interesting after the recent bellicose 
noises from Tbry hereditary peers, to see 
whether the Tbry party realty does try 
to defend the right to influence the 
nation’s affairs of fee eldest sons of mala 
descendants of someone who stitched 
up some deal for a long-dead king or 
queen. One only has to imagine: The 


Sim's campaign to save fee heredi- 
taries to revise the absurdity of the idea. 

That did not stop Lord Cranbome, 
Tbiy leader in the Lords and heir to Lord 
Burghley (who did a few deals for Eliz- 
abeth I) saying last week feat it was 
“helpful” to have in Parliament a “body 
chosen by lot”. Some lot, in which 
women’s numbers are automatically 
unlikely to come up. The House of Lords 
has 1,200 members, slightly more than 
half of whom are hereditary peers. Of 
the 86 women, only 16 are beredhanes. 

It is not just the sexual bias, although 
this is often forgotten in the guff about 
the “quality” of debates in fee Upper 
House. Even if Lord Archer’s Bill were 
extended to the peerage, so that women 
bad an equal chance to inherit a seat 
in the House of Lords, this ought to be 
unacceptable m any country that calls 
itself a democracy. Let it never be for- 
gotten feat it was the wtes of the hered- 
itary peers which gave us the poll tax. 

Labour is absolutely ri gh t to abolish 
the voting and speakmg rights of hered- 
itary peers. And Labour whs the elec- 
tion and the hereditary peers try to 
thwart fee change, they should be 
swept away. The declaration last week 
by Lord Irvine, who would be Ibny 
Blair’s Lord Chancellor, that in the case 
of obstruction Labour would have to 
look at “every weapon at its disposal” 
was refreshing As he said in his New 
Statesman interview, “the time for fee 
abolition oftheheredharies has come". 
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It is one of the niggling worries about 
Mr Blair, however, that he foils to stand 
on fee high ground of constitutional 
reform wife fee same confidence and 
aggression that he displays in other 
fields. The abolition of a hereditary 
House of Lords would be a great radi- 
cal change, which could have far- 
reaching effects on British politics m fee 
long term. It would be popular, and it 
has no public Spending impli cati ons 
Likewise the referendums in Scotland, 
Whies and London on how they should 
be governed, on electoral reform and on 
the single European currency. They 
have so for appeared to be defensive pol- 


itics rather than a new politics in which 
fee watchword is “let fee people decide” 
In last week’s interview. Lord Irvine 
also justified the proposed referendum 
in Scotland purely in terms of the impe- 
tus it would give to driving the Bill to 
set up a Scottish parliament through 
Westminster, rather than as a good thing 
in itself. He and Mr Blair have 
approached the task of pruning, shap- 
ing and prioritising Labour’s pro- 
gramme of constitutional reform with 
laudable scepticism and pragmatism. 
The decision on the devolution refer- 
endums may have “come too late", as 
Lord Irvine disarmin gly admitted. But 


it was fee right decision, and now 
Labour has a solid fist of achievable firet 
steps. Reform of the Lords. Devolution. 
A Freedom of Information Act, Incor- 
poration of fee European Convention 
on Human Rigbis. A referendum on fee 
voting system. It has rightly been said 
that this package is Mr Blair’s inheri- 
tance, rather than his passion. And there 

is much that has been put off until 
another day, fr yluding fee ultimate 
make-up of a democratic second cham- 
ber of parliament. But the package 
could still lx. turned into a positive virtue 
for the Labour Party; at fee very least, 
Mr Blair must not resile. 

There has been much talk of the dif- 
ficulty of getting such an ambitious raft 
of le gis l ation through Parliament, and 
how it would distract an incoming 
Labour government from immediate 
bread-and-butter issues. Ibis is no longer 
true, because many of the Bills will be 
short, with more complex issues 
deferred. But the key to the whole pro- 
gramme of democratic reform is the 
clearing out of the heredharies from Par- 
liament If they are not dealt with, they 
would become the principal obstacle to 
progress on other fronts. Devolution law 
was grievously delayed by the House of 
Lords during fee last Labour govern- 
ment, but this time peers would want to 
engage in nitpicking arguments about 
human rights law ami fee rest as well. 

So Lord Irvine was quite right to 
threaten to flood the Upper House with 


new life peers if necessaiy to push fee 
Reform of the Lords Bill through. It 
would be quite posable to create 350 
peers on a dull Monday in November 
next year and have fee Bill through by 
February, after which they could all 
resign. There would be no shortage of 
volunteers for a few months of such noble 
public sendee. If it would assist the 
Labour leadership. The Independent 
would be happy to offer short-term life 
peerage commissions as prizes for its 
readers. You would scramble for fee 
opportunity', wouldn’t you? 


How to make 
teachers happy 

I t comes as some surprise to discover 
British teachers are relatively well 
paid, compared to their foreign coun- 
terparts. But is it enough to make them 
happy? Unsurprisingly, no: as so often, 
pay is a part, but only a part, of fee sadly 
weak morale in our staffrooms. People 
who are well led, by someone who gives 
them pride in what they do, are gener- 
ally happier and more committed. And, 
as the other element of the OECD 
research shows, teachers might be an 
awful lot happier if they had the same 
sort of pupil-teacher ratios feat some of 
their continental colleagues enjoy. Par- 
ents would probably happier, too. 
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Lords cannot 
defy pledges 
in manifestos 

Sin Robert Cranbome is correct 
(A Lordly plot to save their place**, 
v 4 December). No party could 
V* reasonably defy the Salisbury- 
v Addison Convention which places 
a de facto limit on the ability of the 
Lords to reject any proposal that 
has been supported by the British 
people in a general election. 

The Lords, in my experience, are 
rightly even cautious in rejecting at 
Second Reading any BiD which - 
although not necessarily part of a 
manifesto - has stiD been passed by 
the Commons. 

However, this convention 
bolsters rather than diminish es the 
role of the Lords as a revising 
chamber. If any future government 
wants to achieve constitutional 
reform, its legislation must be 
subject to fee same level of scrutiny 
as any other important matter. 

They will not find fee House of 
Lords ia any way irresponsible or 
I acting in ideas. I for one would 
■''want to put some effective limits on 
tbe Lords' ability to amend 
legislation feat results in significant 
extra public expenditure, in fee 
raising of which they play no part. 

Incidentally, my desire to be 
Leader of fee Lords for onty about 
half a Parliament was made known 
to fee Prime Minister before I took 
the job in 1992. During my time all 
the Government legislation was 
secured, fee Maastricht BQl by the 
largest vote (and I believe the 
largest majority) ever achieved by 
any government in fee long history 
of fee House of Lords. 

We certainly had difficulties wife 
the Police and Magistrates Courts 
Bill and fee Education Bill. 
However, on each of these items of 
legislation, the amendments made 
by fee Lords were never seriously 
altered or challenged when they 
subsequently went to the 
Commons. 

Lord WAKEHAM 
House of Lords 
London SWI 

( The author was Leader of the 
House of Lords from 1992-94 ) 

Sir. The release of archives 
confirming feat Edward VOl was a 
Nazi sympathiser (“Britain’s 
would-be Nazi Queen", 4 
December) comes at a time when 
reform of the Hoase of Lords is on 
fee political agenda. 

The logic of examining fee 

hereditary aspects of fee 

monarchy, as well as feat of the 
Lords, can no longer be avoided - 
even by those who are as keen to 
preserve the monarchy as some are 
to abolish it- 

Sixty vears of wise and 
conscientious rule by fee present 
Queen and her father only came 
about because a divorcee was 
unacceptable aft a Queen Consort. 
The reported shortcoming? of fee 
present royal offspring add weight 
to the need to determine a better 
way of appointing future sovereigns 
than automatically crowning the 
eldest son. 

Her Majesty will know that many 
of fee hereditary rulers and chiefs 

in the Commonweal feare selected 
bv a council of elders from those of 
rival lineage. Theseking-mken; 
may not themselves be of rqyal 
blood but are expected to have a 
better idea than fee subjects at 
large of the heir’s leadership 
potential* or ev fin d descent 
through material line is 
desirable - as in Ashantt. 

If the future of the British _ 
monarchy became too politicised, it 
would endanger fee v-nse of 

national cohesion which is 



forpreferrmg h to a presidential 
alternative. 1 suggest fear fee 
leaders of fee three main parties 
and their dominion counterparts 
request Her Majesty to 
recommend a way of appointing 
her successor feat leaves less to fee 
chances of primogeniture and 
more to the royal candidates' 
qualities to Iran us in tbe next 
mfflenninm . 

JE TRICKS 
Creditor^ Devon 


My sense of loss 
after abortion 

Sir; I read Suzanne Moore’s article 
in defence of abortion (6 
December) wife interest While I 
wholly commend her stance, she 
failed to broach the complexity of 
abortion itself. This year I found 
myself pregnant and chose, with 
mprh pain, to have an abortion. 
But as recently as two years ago, I 
was a foirty ardent anti-abortionist. 

I ike racism in Britain, it is a 
subject that few wish to discuss 
until they are forced into a 
situation where they have no 
choice. Part of theproblem in 
rifyitcimg abortion is that it falls 
into efichfis about a womans right 
over her body or fee ri^it of life 
jtyfF While this may be tine on the 
level of fee collective, for the . 
individual it is for more complex. 

Few understand, apart from 
those who have experienced it, the 
uncontrollable sense of kiss that 
i many women feci after they have 

j g oa e through a termination. Worse 
! still, few care to listen or attempt to 
understand. , 

I was told by several friends feat 
I was being “empowered”. In 6u£l 


feel as if I am stiD in a state of 
mourning and for from having been 
empowered. It is a death after alL It 
seems obvious to me that faced 
wife having a child or baying an 
abortion, whichever decision you 
make is the wrtmgone.lt is a catch 
22 . 

The debate an abortion will 
never progress cmtil women who 
have been through it are given fee 
floor- to explain to those who 
haven't a doe but merely a view fee 
issues that stand out above 
women’s rights. 

LARAPAWSON 

London 

Sir: Like other pro-abortionists, 
Suzanne Moore has no new . 
arguments in favour of abortion (6 
December). This makes her article 
typical of present pro-choice 
writing. It also explains why, as she 
herself admits, the pro-choice 
position is now looking less and less 
defensible. For there is a new 
argument for a pro-life position, 
and a very powerful one: it’s called 
ultrasound. 

In 1996, we all know from scans 
what a baby in the womb looks like 
at 32 weeks* gestation; in 3967, we 
didn’t. In 1996, any mother-to-be 
can use a scan to watch her unborn 

asleep: in 1967, she couldn’t. 

Because of ultrasound, in 1996 
WQ can understand what we are 

S in killing a child in the womb 
more dearfy than we could in 
i 1967. Thai’s why it’s time to rethink 
! the morality of abortion in the light 
i afour new appreciation of the 
unborn child’s humanity. That’s 
why it won’t do just to trot out fee 


same old arguments as worked for 
the pro-choice side in 1967. 
DRTDJ CHAPPELL 
Philosophy Department 
University of Manchester 

Sir. Suzanne Moore is to be 
congratulated cm tackling the 
unpopular topic of legal abortion, 
and she has rightly identified feat 
the anti-abortion lobby has set fee 
agenda for tbe debate over fee last 
15 years. This is in pan because 
they have more money, and have 
fee weight of the Catholic Church 
behind them. 

The second major factor is fee 
way fee media of the 1990s are 
dominated by personal interest 
stories rather than reasoned 
debate. It is therefore hard for fee 
pro-choice lobby to interest fee 
media in the issues which remain 
unresolved since the passage of fee 
1967 Abortion Act. 

■WENDY SAVAGE 

Doctors fora Woman ‘s Choice on 

Abortion 

London N1 

Sir Why is it feat many who speak 
loudly (and rightly) about fee rights 
of women seem quite unconcerned 
that two million of the four million 
human abortions performed in the 
UK since 1967, must, on statistical 
grounds, be assumed to have 
terminated female lives? (Sex, 
together with many other physical 
characteristics and aptitudes, is 
determined at the moment of 
conception). Two million women 
and girls have been denied the right 
to live, by someone else’s “choice”. 
JOHNHDEAM 
Bristol 


Ban all marches 
to help Ulster 

Sin Following tbe breaches of law 
and order associated with fee 
Drumcree confrontation last July, a 
fresh wave of communal strife in 
Northern Ireland arising from 
dogmatic assertion of a “right to 
march” threatens to erupt into 
large-scale violence (“Revenge of 
the loyalists: Prevented from 
marching they turn to torching”, 6 
December). 

Police, politicians and fee public 
are agonising over what appears to 
many an intractable problem. Yet a 
regrettable, but simple and even- 
handed remedy is available: the 
Government could immediately 
impose a moratorium for an 
indefinite period ou all inarches - 
whether orange, green, black or of 
any other colour. 

Before crying “Foul!", 
opponents of such a measure 
should ponder the fact feat a 
tradition which was once a source 
of legitimate pride and pleasure 
(and provided displays of 
unequalled musical talent) has 
become a source only of fear, 
hatred and barbarity. 

MARCUS WHEELER 
Belfast 


Turkey’s record 

Sir: I usually admire the opinions of 
Professor Norman Stone, as 
common sense informed by 
historical knowledge. 1 was 
therefore very disappointed by his 
article (“The view from here”, 5 
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December) inspired by his work at 
BHkent University in Ankara; a 
hymn of praise to Turkey, Ankara 
and fee university. 

Modern Tirkey may have begun 
without labour camps; it certainly 
began, and continues, wife ethnic 
massacres. Its corruption in politics 
and business is famous. It is a safe 
haven for crooks. Its inflation is 
astronomical. Its realpoiitik in 
international affairs is an 
embarrassment to its allies. 

It is currently well on fee way to 
becoming another Islamic 
dictactorship. Its human rights 
record, including routine torture, 
even against children, is 
despicable. 

I have been to Ankara (in winter, 
admittedly). Its centre is amud- 
ridden wasteland of tasteless, pre- 
war totalitarian concrete. 

As for Bflkent, Professor Stone 
finds it very refreshing, compared 
with “swimming in glue" as a 
teacher in English universities. I 
can only suggest he resigns his 
Oxford professorship. 

MJ KNIGHT 
Slough, Berkshire 


Flawed figures 

Sin M C Fitzpatrick's letter (5 
December) attempting to predict 
the result of the election is 
fundamentally flawed, because it 
takes oo account of fee probability 
distribution of fee possible 
outcomes that are described. 

The writer commits the error of 
assuming feat fee outcome with 
the widest range (Labour gaining 
11 to 54 seats) is also the most 
probable outcome. This ignores 
voting trends and opinion polls. 
SAMUEL BOOTE 
Nottingham 


Euro opt-out is 
for the birds 

Sin One aspect of fee current 
controversy about how deeply we 
ought, in regard to the 
management and control of our 
national economy, to become 
integrated with the EU, seems not 
to have been adequately perceived 
by the Euro-scepucs. 

On Black Wednesday in 
September 1992, fee Government 
only escaped total economic 
collapse by resorting to a massive 
devaluation of our currency, a 
tactic which during my 35 years as a 
Ibiy MP was condemned by the 
Conservatives in office, or out of it, 
as reprehensible, and at best as a 
mere shot in fee aim, intended to 
improve fee terms of trade by 
cheapening our exports: but which 
in fee longterm would lead to 
inflation. 

Tbe fact feat this latter has not 
yet happened is because domestic 
consumer demand has not been as 
high as one would normally have 
expected because of fee high level 
of unemployment we have endured 
until very recently. 

So for, well and good; but if we 
exercise our undeniable right to opt 
out of tbe euro, as John Major has 
declared, “right up to the 1 1th hour 
of the final month", when we have 
to make up our minds, we are firing 
in doiid-cuckoo-land. 

Fot faced with that prospect, the 
countries joining the euro are never 
thereafter going to allow us to enjoy 
fee present favourable trading 
arrangements with them by allowing 
us to maintain, let alone increase, our 
competitive position, by indulging in 
large budget defeats and resorting to 
farther unilateral devaluations when 
tbe going gets rough- 
Sir FREDERIC BENNETT 
AberangeU, Ponys 

Sin On 6 December, fee Foreign 
Secretary spoke on fee Radio 4 
Today programme of a “highly 
centralised federal state”. 

The whole point of a federal 
state is that it is decentralised. No 
marks, Mr Rifltind! 
PAULBEACHAM 
Worthing, Sussex 


Leg trap evidence 

Sin Richard D North (“Very sexy. 
Big mistake”, 5 December) stresses 
how harmless leg traps are to their 
victims and that he knows of no one 
who has seen an animal which has 
chewed its leg off when trapped. 

1 know of people in fee pro- 
hunting lobby in this country who 
have seen foxes and rats, caught in 
illegal traps, which have chewed 
their trapped legs off. 

IAN MMcCOURTlE 
Kirklecs Friends of the Earth 
Shelley West Yorkshire 


Chunnel masks 

Sin As an enthusiastic Chunnel 
supporter, may 1 suggest feat masks 
are issued (as they are on aircraft) 
in fee event of fire (“Fire breaks 
out in Channel Tinner, 19 
November)? The worst danger is 
from smoke inhalation. 

Mis WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 
Canterbury 


Golden oldies 

Sin I have just bought a packet of 
“Hobnobs” biscuits. 1 note that 
they are “best before 05 April 97 
AD". Who would be fee more 
interested - fee public health 
authorities or fee British Museum? 
W A BEAUMONT 
Richmond, Surrey 
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On the day the 
Nobel Peace 
Prize is shared 
by champions of 
the Timorese 
cause, Richard 
Lloyd Parry 
talks to a 
young activist 
about the 
struggle to free 
his country 
from Indonesia 








East Timorese protesters in 
Jakarta. This year's Nobel 
Peace Prize is shared by 
Bishop Curios Bob (itbrrve) 
and Jose Ramos-Horta 
(above left), prominent 
thorns in Indonesia 's side 

Main photograph-' 
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The torture of East Timor 


T he young man at the 
door of my hotel 
room, who calls him- 
self Putu, was a 
prince in his own 
country, and even in Jakarta he 
has a detached and exotic air. 
His skin is darker than typical 
Javanese skin, and his lips and 
brows are thick and pro- 
nounced. He wears neat jeans 
and expensive boots, the gift (he 
says) of “friends of the cause". 
His hair billows behind him in 
a dense fuzzy ponytail and he 
has long, elegant fingernails. 

He wasn't easy to get hold ot 
A mutual friend told Putu that 
I wanted to meet him, and this 
morning Putu called the friend, 
who talked to us simultaneously 
on two separate phones, 
arranging the time and the 
place. Putu has no proper iden- 
tity papers, and in August sev- 
eral friends of his were 
arrested; they go on trial this 
week on the capital charge of 
subversion. Since escaping from 
East Timor, he has lived as a 
fugitive, moving from one safe 
house to another, never sleep- 
ing in the same bed for longer 
than five nights. 

Putu is 21 years old. exactly 
the same age as the war in East 
Timor. When he was bora in 
June 1975, the Indonesian gov- 


ernment's secret plans to annex 
his . home were already well 
advanced. He was five months 
old when the first troops 
landed, and shortly after his 
first birthday President Suharto 
signed the document formally 
proclaiming East Timor the 
27th province of Indonesia. 
Putu lost his father at the age 
of 10, was tortured for the first 
time at the age of 12, sen- 
tenced to death at the age of 17, 
and fled to exile last year. 

East Timor is one of those 
conflicts which flickers only 
intermittently on the global 
radar screen. As many as 
200,000 people are said to have 
died as a consequence of the 
Indonesian invasion: in its 
immediate aftermath, there 
were indignant resolutions in 
the United Nations, but within 
a few years the problem had 
been hugely forgotten. The sub- 
ject flared again in 1991 after a 
British cameraman filmed a 
massacre of mourners in an 
East Timorese cemetery, and 
since October this year East 
Timor has been back on the 
international worry list. At a 
ceremony in Oslo today, the 
Nobel Peace Prize wfll be jointly 
awarded to two of East Timor s 
most outspoken champions - its 
bishop, Carlos Belo, and Jose 


Ramos-Horta, its unofficial for- 
eign minis ter in exile. 

The government of the 
Indonesian president Suharto 
has made no secret of its fury 
at the award, especially to 
Ramos-Horta, whom it paints 
as a trouble-maker and former 
terrorist. Some diplomats in 
Jakarta believe that the 
announcement has done more 
barm than good, 
driving the touchy 
Suharto regime — — 1 

into a corner, and J 

provoking an even 
harder line. Hinls Wild 

of this came last [aa { 

month after a Ger- 
man magazine were, 

published an inter- WAI iL 

view with Bishop " UUH 

Belo in which he been 
accused Abri, the i_ js 

Indonesian armed *** u * 

forces, of treating to 

East Timorese like ■■ 
“scabby dogs"; uie, 

under intense pres- 
sure from Jakarta he denied 
using the expression. “Bui he 
was telling the truth," says Putu. 
“I know because I am one of 
them. I am one of the scabby 
dogs.” 

Putu, and his war. are prod- 
ucts of a singular moment of 
transition and an unlucky set of 







ARE YOU SUBSIDISING 
DISHONEST CLAIMANTS? 


Some people disguise the 
fact they've made lots 
of insurance claims by 


premiums. But at General 
Accident Direct we can 


or insurance cia.ms by trace their insurance 

, . .... General Accident 

changing their insurance Direct histories. So we don't 
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historical circumstances. His 
father was a liurai, one of the 
many Timorese “kings”, whose 
local authority was affected 
remarkably little by the Por- 
tuguese colonists who first 
came to the island in the 16th 
century. The Portuguese in the 
east skirmished intermittently 
with the Dutch in the west for 
control of the valuable sandal- 
wood trade. But 

• Lisbon was half a 

— world away, and 

J knew Timor, with its dis- 

whwntho 

wncr c Ulc gu ages and local 

IaaHatq cults, remained 

s* much ** iL had 

were, but It always been-poor, 

would have “gg" 1 and 

been better The turning 
to die than gSTS'S 

to tell wing government 

lli m in Portugal began a 

uVem j rapid withdrawal 

from its remaining 
colonies. The Indonesian gov- 
ernment, uneasy and divided 
after riots the previous year, 
was ready for a military dis- 
traction, and the United States, 
bogged down in Vietnam, was 
in no mood to make trouble 
with one of South-east Asia's 
most bitterly anti-Communist 
governments- It was in this 
atmosphere of opportunism 
and connivance that the war 
began. 

Putu never knew Timor at 
peace; the (ting and his family 
fled their town when he was still 
a baby. “We lived in a hut in the 
jungle," he remembers, “but for 


aware of the war. In the jungle 
we used to find bodies of peo- 
ple killed by Abri, but I didn't 
think anything of them. Some- 
times our parents told us that 
the army was coming, and wc 


moved deeper into the jungle. 
There was bombing, from the 
air and sea. BuL I was just a kid 
and it didn't seem strange to 
me." 

There was a reason why the 
family had to keep on the move, 
apart from the routine brutal- 
ity of the occupying army. 
Putu’s father was collaborating 
with FalintiL the armed wing of 
the East Timorese resistance. 
One day, after they had been 
caught in the jungle and 
forcibly returned to their home 
by the army, the king and five 
of his people were summoned 
to the office of the local 
Indonesian administrator. 
“They were taken by the mili- 
tary and told that they were 
going to be given money, which 
the Indonesians paid to all of 
the kings. On the way to the 
office they disappeared. Some- 
one found my father and his 
friends in a ’small cave. We 
took their bodies out and 
buried them.” 

At the age of 10, Putu 
became a courier for EnlintiL 
carrying letters and clothes to 
the fighters in the hills from 
their supporters in the capital 
When Putu was 12 a group of 
soldiers came round to his 
house and took him away to the 
local military headquarters. 
They beat him up, forced his 
fingertips under the leg of a 
heavy metal table, and sat on it; 
afterwards, they stripped his 
fingernails. “At the time I 
thought Td rather die than go 
through that kind of torture. I 
couldn't get any sleep for three 
days because they just kept tor- 


hit me, then they d go out and 
a different group would come 
back in.” 

Other detainees in the mili- 
tary headquarters were going 
through even worse. Putu saw 


a brother and sister being tor- 
tured side by side with elec- 
trodes attached to their geni- 
tals. He doesn't know how 
many deaths he witnessed. 
After three days of this, the sol- 
diers started asking their ques- 
tions: did he know such-and- 
such a person in Palin til? What 
kind of things did he take to 
them? This technique of tor- 
ture first, questions later is 
apparently standard in East 
Timor. “They know that it’s 
useless to question East Timo- 
rese without torturing them 
first,” Putu says. “They won't 
tell you anything.” 

. As Putu grew up, and the 
nature of the struggle 
in East Timor 
changed too. With — — 

its overwhelming j 

military superiority. ^ 

stiffened by Ameri- 3Cn 

can and. allegedly, 
by British hardware, 
the Indonesian mili- COVH 
tary captured and . . 

killed large numbers W 1 

of the resistance and wflO 

its leaders - these - . 

days the fighters are Kl 

believed to number dgfc 

ao more than a few 
hundred in the deep- tflG t 
est reaches of the 
interior. The struggle 
shifted from the hills to the 
cities, and from the older guer- 
rillas to young activists like Putu. 

He moved to the East Tim- 
orese capitaL Dill and was 
there on 12 November 1991 
when troops opened fire on 
unarmed mourners in Santa 
Cruz cemetery. A year later he 


protest to coincide with a sum- 
mit of the leaders of the Non- 
Aligned Movement. After a 
week of torture (beatings 
administered while he was 
hanging upside down), he was 


taken by night to a lonely beach 
which was notorious as an exe- 
cution ground. 

“They told me to kneel down 
because my life was going to 
end. I prayed and gave myself 
to God. Then one of them said, 
‘Don't kill this boy. He’s still 
young, there's still time to teach 
him.’ They took me to a prison 
in Dili. They stripped my 
clothes, and put me in a cell 
which was full of human shiL” 
He spent a year in detention, 
working as a forced labourer, 
moving from prison to prison 
every three months. 

The next time he was 
arrested in November 1994, 

the Indonesian 
intelligence 

forces, after the 

J havo routine softening, 

r nave offcred lo a 

achieved deal with him: in 

return for a 
nothing housc , a car, a 

comnared motorbike, and 20 

. million rupiahs 

to those (f 6 , 0001 . he was 

who were to ^d them to 

i two of the most 

KlIlGCK wanted Falinl.il 

defending “ft, £2! 

the truth / ment, and was 

released; 15 
December was set 
as the dale when he would 
pass on the information, and 
collect his prizes. “I knew where 
they were.” he says. “But it 
would have been better to die 
than give that information.” 
On the appointed day, he fled 
to the town of Kupang. where 
he picked up a fake identity 


lives were fingerprinted, iden- 
tified. and removed from the 
ship. But Putu had grown his 
hair long, and his fake ID was 
marked with a Kupang. not a 
Dili address. Alone among his 
friends, be remained ou theJ 
boat. He arrived at Tnnjung 
Priok. the port of Jakarta, in 
February last year. 

Remarkably, compared with 
similar insurgencies elsewhere 
in the world, the East Timorese 
have never resorted lo terror- 
ism outside their own borders. 
There is no Timorese IRA or 
ETA; instead, young people 
like Putu loosely organise 
themselves in clandestine 
organisations with endearingly 
Ian Fleming-like acronyms such 
as Smid and Sprim and Pij’ar. 
Their weapons arc lightning 
demonstrations,. timed to inflict 
maximum diplomatic embar- 
rassment on the Indonesian 
government and the foreign 
governments which silently col- 
lude with it. In the past year, 
dozens of Timorese have scaled 
the walls of Jakarta's embassies 
to seek political asylum- 

Among them was one of 
Putu’s brothers. Six others are 
in hiding; only his mother and 
sisters remain in Timor. “I 
regret leaving my home, but I 
have no other choice, and I 
have to accept it to continue the 
straggle. 1 have achieved noth- 
ing compared to those who 
were killed defending the truth. 

I don't want to die but if the 
time comes I will be ready." All 
wars have victims and benefi- 
ciaries, but Putu is not quite 
either. He is a product of bis 


f I • r_V «1 f-i* 1 f, 1 1 / > 


sailed for Jakarta. 

But the ship, loaded with 
escaping Timorese, was being 
followed. An Abri patrol boat 
caught up with it, and soldiers 
boarded One by one the fiigi- 


pletely untroubled by doubt or 
even tear. When you ask him 
what he would be if there had 
been no invasion and no war, 
he laughs because he doesn't 
have an answer. 


Everyday life in the land of make-believe 


T his is sometimes said to 
be a particularly 
gullible age. when peo- 
ple can genuinely believe that 
there arc UFOs and aliens 
and things in The X-Files and 
sex 'n' Satan in the Orkneys, 
and a reasonable chance of 
winning the lottery and so on. 
Logical, sensible, grown-up 
people like you and me don't 
believe in things that don’t 
exist, do we ? 

Oh, yes we do! Eveiy day 
we too talk about things tint 
don't exist as if they do. Every 
day we pretend that tilings 
are not what they really are. 
Today I am going Lo prove it 
by bringing you a list of 10 
things that do not exist even 
though we say they do. 

Mercia 

Mercia was an Anglo-Saxon 
kingdom that flourished in 
the ninth century, especially 
under King Offa. It hasn't 
flourished much since, or, to 
put it another way. it hasn’t 
existed since AD 1000. Yet 
people still believe in it 
enough to name a police force 
after it! It’s uncanny. It’s 
weird, it’s a bit like Wessex. 
(See Hardy’s Wessex.) 

Hardy's Wessex 
Hardy’s Wessex is an imagi- 
nary concept dreamt up by 


the tourist people. It is a way 
of getting people who haven’t 
read Hardy’s books to a place 
which has changed out of all 
recognition since Hardy 
wrote about iL It is of a piece 
with Shakespeare's Stratford 
and Wordsworth's Lakeland . 
and Jane Austen's Bath and 
Bronte Country and all the 
other things which come 
from something that doesn't 
exist called the heritage {see 
Heritage). Even living writers 
get the treatment. James 
Herriott, the best-selling veL 
once said on TV that he had 
seen an ad for a hotel, set “In 
The Heart of Herriott Coun- 
try". The ad had concluded- 
"Sorry - No Animals !”. 

Heritage 

Our heritage does exist, but 
noL in the form that Virginia 
Bottomley and Stephen Dor- 
re 11 pretend it does. For 
them, heritage is merely the 
historical wmg of the tourist 
industry (see Millennium). 

But a real heritage, like hap- 
piness or heredity, is some- 
thing that can only exist when 
you don't talk about iL One's 
heritage is something that 
hovers in the air ana is part 
of the way you think. You 
can t isolate it in a test tube. 
You certainly can’t isolate it 



Miles 

Kington 


in a government ministry. 

Mfllennium 

Nobody can agree on the 
date of the millennium 
(3000? 2001?). Nobody can 
agree when Christ was’ bora. 
Nobody can agree if it 
should be a Christian date or 
a calendar date. Nobody can 
even agree how it should be 
celebrated- Otneiwisc, fine. 

Forests 

We haven’t had a proper for- 
est in Britain since, well 
since we last cut them all 
down. But this doesn't pre- 
vent us referring to the For- 
est of Dean, the New ForesL 


Sherwood ForesL and so on. 
Forests? 1 think qol 

Post-modernism 
Nobody knows what post- 
modernism is. Nobody can 
define it, apart from vague 
references to & period of fin- 
de-s&cie eclecticism - ie, a 
time when you could borrow 
from all styles because there 
was no real style around. The 
fact is that there is no such 
thing as post-modernism. 
What has happened is that 
because modernism has gone 
on so long, the pundits felt 
that there must be something 
coming to follow it. and it 
might as well be called post- 
modernism. But that doesn't 
prove that there IS some- 
thing. Post-modernism is a 
bit like Balti cooking. They 
felt it was time for a new * 
fashion in Indian cooking, so 
they came up with Balti, 
which nobody in India had 
ever heard of before. 

The Olympic spirit 
The true modern Olympic 
spirit is the urge to win at all 
costs, no matter how much 
time, drugs money and 
sponsorship it takes. This 
has replaced the traditional 
Olympic spirit which says 
that it is better to take part 
than win, and which no 


longer exists except in pub 
darts, and not always then. 

Greenspan 

In many quarters Greenspan 
is thought to be an ecologi- 
cal movement which reaches 
across from the USA and 
tells the London stock mar- 
ket what to do. This is not 
so. Greenspan is a kind of 
unripe orange. 

The special relationship 
The only special thing about 
the special relationship, 
apan from the fact the the 
Americans are unaware of iL 
is that it does not exist 

Care 

The word “care” used to 
mean compassion. It now 
means some organisation 
desperately trying to make 
up for the shortcomings of 
some other organisation, 
such as “care in the commu- 
nity”. Jt sounds a bit like 
“core”. another modern 
cliche meaning nothing . 
more than “basic” or “cen- 
tral” but SOUNDING a lot 
more important An ideal 
modem name for a garage 
would be “Core Car Care”. 

Mare non-existent phenomena ’ 
comb tg soon - the Common- 
wealth, democracy, truth. Gov- 
ernment transport policy etc! 
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The relative 
value of mice 
and men 


T oday the Nobel prizes 
are handed oat in Stock- 
holm Gty Hal Tb coin- 
cide with the awards., a poll of 
all living medical Nobel laure- 
ates has been held and its 
results axe now published. 

It is surprising to find 
unanimity amongst scientists, 
but according to the poll all 
these distinguished medical 
researchers are agreed: the 
ase of animate in research has 
been vital to medical progress n 

and continues to be so. P( 

A British patients’ group rrr 

called Seriously m for Medical 
Research asked all living laur- 
eates in medicine and physiol- 
ogy for their views on the use A vy 

of animals in medical research. 

100 per cent of them agreed • 

with these statements: “Ani- J*JC 

mal experiments have been ^ 

vital to the discovery and devel- rrwwx 

opment of many advances in glOu 

physiology and medicine”, and 
“Animal experiments are still n j-hy 
crucial to the investigation and a bLLl 
development of many medical . 

treatments.” VI 

The Seriously ID for Medical 
Research group is a tough rruai 

bunch of campaigners, all 400 IDcl 

of them suffering from incur- 
able diseases. They fear that the y»QOr 

animal rights campaigners are ' 
increasingly endangering med- 
ical research that mi gh t find a 
cure for their illnesses. Founder and director 
of the campaign s 34-year-old Andrew Blairs 
who suffers from the wasting disease Ried- 
reich’s ataxia. The treasurer has multiple scler- 
osis and the chair is mother of a child with cys- 
tic fibrosis. The group is backed by Stephen 
| Hawking and other dis tinguishe d scientists. 
Andrew Blake sets out to counter the argu- 
ments of “animal rights activists peddling 
pseudo-scientific nonsense attempting to per- 
suade the public, at the expense of senouay ill 
patients, that animal research is not necessary.” 

However, this group’s direct interest in the 
success of medical research has not protected 
them from the extreme animal rights activists. 
Andrew Blake regularly receives threats, a 
recent one of which read, “Your support for 
vivisection makes you a target. You have been 
warned.” But they have not been intimidated 
and they offer support to those researchers 
under direci attack: there are some 1,000 ani- 
mal rights attacks a year 
Recently Dr David ‘White, an immunologist 
who works op the current best hope fix trans- 
plants, has been a target He breeds pigs with 
a human gepe which may produce an nnh'mited 
supply of Organs for transplantation. His home 
has be&i wrecked three tunes and a hose pipe 
put .' through a skylight, so water poured through 
the house for a whole weekend. The where- 
abouts of his laboratory is now a deadly secret 

The press has often stirred up hatred of ani- 
mal researchers - a part of oar deeply anti- 
science cutere. The Sun once printed a double- 
page spread with the names of animal 
researchers, including that of Professor "ferry 
Partridge. He says: “ft printed who we were and 
where we could be found, and grossly misrep- 
resented ora woric on musde disease, saying we 
used animals unnecessarily. We do use mice 


animal e: 
the most 


laws in the wodd on laboratory 
animals -laws forced on to the 
statute books fay animal lobby- 
ists. As a result, much important 
animal research is now going 
abroad, where it is easier to 
work, although Britain has 
always excelled in developing 
new drugs. The 1986 Animals 
■njir (Scientific Procedures) Act has 

roity had 20 different codes of prao 

TYvtmhoo tice and guidelines added to it 

loynoee since it was passed, seriously 

impeding research- fen of These 
have come into force in the last 
Anim al two years because ofheaghtened 

M ’’ animal rightc prresa in* Fnfnr r- 

. I , mg the regulations have cost 

ngtlCS research establishments and 

® universities some £800 million 

frymirva Qro -money that should have been 
gruupb are spent on the research itself 

The bureaucracy is ap palling. It 

a threat to 

.. i a monthly report AH projects 

Vital need three separate licences. 

Then the lab has to be licensed 
mpHlVal with trained keepeis and a vet 

liiCtULClI on nail. Each scientist has to 
take compulsory training, and 

research 

trotessor uoim rwucemore 
has been a frequent target 
because he has dared to defend 
animal ex p e rimcntaliott pubtidy. He says that 
the most distinguished Nobel laureates are no 
longer allowed to come over to Britain to col- 
laborate on projects because they are not 
licensed by these new stringent rules- and they 
can hardly be asked to take extra exams on 
British regulations. 

The membership and support for the British 
Union of Anti-Vmsecttomsts, the National 
Anti-Vivisection Society and others continnes 
to rise, and these groups exert ever-growing 
political influence. All the parties have aimed 
themselves with pro-animal statements and 
policies for the nest election The Conservatives 
boast that they introduced “the toughest con- 
trols on Mihnal experimentation in Europe”, 
and the party promises that it is working hard 
to add a protocol on animal welfare to the 
Tteaty of Rome. 

Labour promises yet more regulation: 
win support a Ro^ Cfemmisacm to review the 
effectiveness and justification of animal exper- 
iments and to examine alternatives.” They also 
promise what they call “the three Rs: reduc- 
tion in the number of animals used, refinement 
to cut down their suffering, and their replace- 
meot whenever possible with non-animal meth- 
ods.” Ominously, Labour promises “signifi- 
cantly increased inspection . 

Dr Peter Doherty collects his Nobel prize 
today for work on the immune system, work- 
ing towards a cure for cancer. Aids and dia- 
betes. He has to use transgenicniice in his work, 
and says so publicly: “There is no alternative 
to the use of arifmafa for analysing the com- 
plexity of immunity.” The logo fra the Seriously 
111 for Medical Research group shows a scale 
with a human on one side and a mouse on the 
other. The danger is that the scales have 
tipped too far in favour of the mouse. 


Tories who chime 

with Europe 


with muscular dystrophy for 
our research, because we have 
to” 


I s the Tbiy leadership - 
John Major, Kenneth 
Oarfce, Michael HescL 
tme-bokiing the Euro- 
pean door open for the 
Labour Party, so that when 
their defeat comes, Britain's 
place m the EU is safeguarded? 
There are plenty of senior 
Labour people who think so. 

There are plenty of Tbry nation- 
alists who snarl so. 

For the anti-European right 
who have so changed the terms 
of British potitics, and who 
now claim a solid majority in 
Parliament and among Tbry 
activists, this would be an his- 
toric betrayal of the Conserva- 
tive Party. It would be 
“undemocratic”. But then, for 
convinced pro-Europeans, to 
dose the door on monetary 
union wonld be an historic 
betrayal of the national interest 
John Major’s defence of his 
position ax the weekend bad the 
merest whiff of this. He wouldn't 
put party advantage before 
national advantage, ne warned 
the right What about Darke 
and Heseltine, the most forceful 
'Buy politicians of their gener- 
ations? WeD, if yea are in favour 
of Europe, inclined towards 
monetary union, and also sup- 
porters of the welfare state, 
which way would you vote? 

1 am, of course, being mal- 
icious. rfarke and Heseltine 
may disagree with Major on 
much. However, Hfce him, they 
are viscerally anti-Labour and 
deeply hostile to Tbny Blair’s 
programme for political reform. 
But there is now a closer corres- 
pondence between official Tbzy 
policy on Europe and Labour 

thinking, than there is between, 

say, Ken Darke’s position and 
John Redwood’s. On monetary 
union, there is a difference 
between Major, who sees a con- 
stitutional problem, and Hair, 
who doesn’t; hat both are for- 
mally committed to wai ting and 
keeping the option of member- 
ship open. Since this has be- 
come such an unpopular posi- 
tion in Britain, it is worth 
explaining why. As I have 
argued before, the real question 
is not EMU; it is the EU itself. 

There is already a European 
hard core which excludes 
Britain. Before the important 
European ministerial meetings, 
there are informal get-togethers 
of the French and Germans, 
plus some offers. British min- 
isters are never invited. Indeed, 
they occasionally become aware 
of the pre-meeting caucus be- 
cause of accidental remarks 
dropped in the formal meeting. 
“Sometimes, they forget I 
wasn’t there,” says one minister. 

The unease and snspirion of 
British ministers who feel that 


by Andrew Marr 


Labour should listen 
carefully to nurse 
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L ast week, in front of an 
audience of nurses, doc- 
tors and managers, the 
Labour Party unveDed its pro- 
posals for “a health service for 
a new century”. 

The audience were hoping 
for a visionary new policy, and 
almost nobody disagreed with 
the principles on which the 
new proposals to replace, the 
NHS internal market were 
based, such as equity, quality, 
and responsiveness to need. 
Rhetoric, however, is easy. 

The core of the NHS is its 
500,000 nursing staff. Despite 
being undervalued for years, 
their commitment to the 
Health Service is still strong, 
though many are now leaving 
for the greener pastures of pri- 
vate healthcare or offer sec- 
tors. Their current problems, 
stemming from low pay and 

rock-bottom morale, include a 
crisis in recruitment, in reten- 
tion (not enough nurses stay m 
the NHS) and in return (not 
enough come back after hav- 
ing children). 

Nurses and midwives have 
nevertheless managed to 
improve patient care tty insist- 
ing on better education, more 
research, stronger professional 
regulation and major advances 
in practice. All this has been 
achieved at great personal 
cost, in a climate mostly hos- 
tile to innovation. _ ' 

Most nurses are hoping for 
better times, perhaps under a 
Labour government. They 
know only too well that the 
Tbries have no vision, com- 
prehensive policy or strategy 

For nursing. But would Labour 

do any better? So far the 
answer, sadly, has to be no. 
Labour’s details or implemen- 
tation are deeply flawed, and 


es,doc- GPs are the last people who 

ers, the 

Jgfg should direct the future of the 
h<wj NHS, says Jane Salvage 

ed’with carry through neither the logic mary healthcare and general 
ich ff e nor the values of the Party’s practice. Smith promised to 
ace the strategic vision. base care priorities on epi- 

t were Thrnisbed and shabby the demiological and demographic 
quality, NHS may be, but the jewel in evidence of need, and on din- 
) need. Labour’s crown is beloved by ical evidence of effectiveness, 
sasy. the public and health workers. This is afi fine, but his notion 
IS is its It’s also a voting issue. So wlty that it should be led by GPs is 
Respite hasn’t Labour got it right? way off-beam. He talked of 
r years, Without a firm promise of strengthening GPs* commis- 
to the new money, its pledge to aomngsteDs,but seems not to 
strong, divert funds to patient care by realise that health visitors, 
leaving cutting red tape is not enough, community physicians, epi- 
sofpri- Conspicuous by its absence is demiologists and offers axe 
ter sec- any plan to revitalise the ser- already trained in these skills 
jbiems, vice by paying attention to the- and have been using them in 

3 1 and needs or views of its staff, the reformed NHS. 

udea Adding to injury is the Besides, the greatest desire 
i retea- spectacularly wrong-headed of most GPs is to get bade to 
j stay in centrepiece of its plan - to their patients, not to spend 
m (not replace GP fund-holding, and more tune on management 
er hav- the resulting two-tier service, and planning. They give mtfi- 
wifh groups led by GPs who Yidual, curative medical treat- 
's have would decide what treatment meat, not community-based, 
ed to to organise on behalf of primary healthcare. What they 
/ insist- patients. think matters most wiD often 

i, more Inits efforts to remove mar- differ from what others think 
ssional ket mechanisms from NHS -patients, nurses, community 
jvances pl anning and funding. Labour workers, voluntary organisa- 
s been has reverted to an antediluvian tions and so on. So, like good 
usonal vision of healthcare run by care, planning must be based 
jy jjo 5 _ your friendly family doctor, ou partnership nnd on co- 
How can it have missed such operation: Labour watchwords 
mg for a golden opportunity? Maybe in principle but not, it seems, 
mder a Chris Smith, - the shadow in practice.’ 

They health minister, should watch Smith argues that GPs are 
lat the Staytng.AEve rather than Dr “normally the health service 
com- Finlay’s Casebook. professional closest to the 

tjgtegy Ignoran ce as weD as nostal- patient”. That’s not what most 

labour giamfeht also explain Labour^ people fed after ffeir average 
ar the Mure to move with the times, eight-minute consultation. It’s 
be no. It doesn’t understand the certainly not the view of the 
[emeu- subtle but cnioaJ difference tho usand s of patients who rely 
id, and between public health, pri- for survival on dally visits from 


carry through neither the logic 
nor ff e values of the Party’s 
strategic vision. 

Thmisbed and shabby the 
NHS may be, but the jewel in 
Labour’s crown is beloved by 
the public and health workers. 
It’s also a voting issue. So why 
hasn’t Labour got it right? 

Without a firm promise of 
new money, its pledge to 
divert funds to patient care by 
cutting red tape is not enough. 
Conspicuous by its absence is 
any man to revitalise the ser- 
vice by paying attention to the 
needs or views of its staff. 
Adding insult to injury is the 
spectacularly wrong-headed 
centrepiece of its plan - to 
replace GP fund-holding, and 
the resulting two-tier service, 
with groups led by GPs who 
would decide what treatment 
to organise on behalf of 
patients. 

In its efforts to remove mar- 
ket mechanisms from NHS 
planning and funding. Labour 
has reverted to an antediluvian 
vision of healthcare run by 
your friendly family doctor. 
How can it have missed such 


Chris Smith, - the shadow 
hwihh minister, should watch 
Staying. Ain't rather than Dr 
Finlay’s Casebook. 


professio 

patient”"’ 


the district nurse or the home 
help, or pour out their fears to 
the practice nurse because 
they are scared of wasting the 
doctor’s time, or talk to the 
school nurse about their 
unwanted pregnancy. 

Why hasn’t Labour noticed 
the countless team-bared pro- 
jects which tackle health needs 
but do not set professional 
against professional, or put 
the doctor on a pedestal and 
the noise in the sluice? Such 
projects are based on commu- 
nity participation and respect 
for everyone’s perspectives 
and skillc- 

Perhaps Labour thinks that 
sacking up to GPs will buy off 
the opposition, ff it is terrified 
of the medical establishment, 
it’s forgetting that the power 
of doctors isn't what it used to 
be. Don’t they realize that 
nurses, the biggest group of 
NHS staff, can no longer be 
relied on as a safe Labour vote 
if they see no end to ffeir 

exploitation? 

Perhaps they have just lost 
ffeir nerve. Labour says it 
does not want to cause unnec- 
essary upheaval, but NHS staff 
don’t want a cuddly version of 
the status quo. They will wel- 
come change in the right direc- 
tion because they care deeply 
about the Health Service and 
want it to work. 

Labour needs to think again 
if it is to win the confidence of 
NHS staff. Chris Smith should 
remember that policies and 
structures, however good on 
paper, can only be made to 
work fay a well-motivated, 
highly valued and secure NHS 
workforce. 

The writers registered nurse, is 
editor of ‘Nursing Times’. 


The anti-Brussels forces fear an historic 
betrayal of the Conservative Party 


discussioDS are happening with- 
out them is behind some, at 
least, of the institutional bias 
towards greater integration. As 
The Economist's current advert 
puts it, the edge of a convers- 
ation can be one of the loneliest 
places in the world. Bui it is the 
lonely place where Britain’s 
political class now lives. They 
operate and haggle in the 
shadow of a European hard 
core that is forming before 
ffeir eyes. 

If monetary union took 
place and ran successfully, with 
Britain standing outside, then 
that informal shadow of a hard 
core would become perma- 


nent. The EMU block would 
have bride walls, in which it 
would meet without Britain. Its 
discussions would not be lim- 
ited to monetary policy. They 
would talk about trade, envi- 
ronmental regulations, trans- 
port plans, regional aid, and so 
on. And this wonld become 
indistinguishable from the 
derision- making process of the 
rest of the EU. This is what 
pro-European ministers really 
fear. It is quite one thing u 
monetary union is imposed, 
slapdash, on a wide range of 
divergent economies and then, 
quickly, collapses. No one in 
the Tbiy party wants to be 


involved with that. But it is 
quite another if the EMU core 
becomes the ruling body of 
part of the world. For Britain 
to be outside that, ceding lead- 
ership to our traditional Con- 
tinental rivals, genuinely wor- 
ries the cabinet moderates. 

The anti-Brussels lories talk 
of “British independence" is 
optimistic They paint a picture 
ox a young-again. vigorous, 
free-trading nation, moving 
swiftly through the global brine 
of the early 2000s, a buccaneer 
among the slow-moving gal- 
leons of Continental Europe. 
And. let us admit it, this is pos- 
sible. It would require Britain 


to go further in scrapping pro- 
tection fra workers, in cutting 
taxes, in letting the underpaid 
and under-educated go hang. 
There is a real choice in trying 
for a harsher, in some senses 
less civilised, cnunUy in the 
hope that it would also become 
a tougher and eventually more 
successful country too. But it 
would be a risky, semi-revolu- 
tionary, undenaking. The econ- 
omics would not be easy. It 
would mean jeopardising the 
Asian investment upon which 
so mam 1 people depend. Given 
our mbnetaiy record, it would 
mean an intcrcst-zuic premium, 
and also the risk of covert pro- 
tectionism from the Continent. 
Politically, too, there would be 
penalties that the anti-Brussels 
politicians generally refuse to 
face. Scotland might go a dif- 
ferent way from England, to 
great confusion and complic- 
ation. And in due course, wheth- 
er that happened or not. London 
would lose her place at the 
world’s lop table. The G7 group 
would become G3: Europe. 
Japan and the IIS. And so on. 

Maybe that doesn't matter so 
much.' What cannot be seri- 
ously suggested is that this 
breakaway from the European 
path is cosi-free or safe. It is 
more dangerous, more radi- 
cal, and would probably involve 
a greater change in our national 
life, than a further stage of 
European integration. Anti- 
Brussels Tbries suggest that the 
choice lacing Britain is a dan- 
gerous leap in the dark towards 
European federalism, or a reas- 
suring reaffirmation of our 
national traditions. In fact, for 
this small , unreformed country, 
there are no easy options. 

Blair and Clarice, or Brown 
and Heseltine, are not men with 
a history of cordial personal 
relations. Labour and the Tory 
moderates dsagree about devol- 
ution, the Lords, welfare and 
much else. But on Europe, they 
all think that it is more patriotic 
to stay in and even, in some cir- 
cumstances, to join monetaiy 
union. The anti-Brussels Tories, 
who have such resounding press 
support and have been setting 
parts of the political nation 
alight, see this coincidence of 
view (for it is not an alliance) as 
political treachery. 

They are fine ones to talk. 
They have been waging a war 
inside their party for years. Now, 
with Labour far ahead in the 
polls, and pro-Europeans failing 
to surrender inside the Cabinet, 
they see a conjunction of forces 
that can scupper them and ren- 
der ffeir entire revolt quite 
futile. And is this undemocratic? 
No; it is politics conducted 
under the British system. 


Is it right to 
promise heaven 
to a dying child? 

W hen should we tie to thought about the funeral se: 
children? The ques- vice - but only for a momen 
tion was posed for me The scale of this was differen 


Will you give Mary 
a bed this Christmas? 


- 1C 


W hen should we tie to 
children? The ques- 
tion was posed for me 
in its sharpest form yesterday by 
a friend - a priest - who sent 
me a copy of the funeral service 
for a six-year-old boy. The child 
had died of cancer, and he bad 
some idea of what was coming. 
Some people believe that chil- 
dren can’t understand death, 
but I have no doubt that they 
can understand as modi of it as 
they need to; perhaps that is as 
much as adults do. 

Part of the funeral service 
involved the congregation writ- 
ing their memories of the boy 
who had died: things they had 
said to him, and he to them. 
And one of the things said to 
him was that he would go to 
heaven, and that there would 
be a great party there, with bal- 
loons and all the other things 
that six-year-old children love. 
I flinched when I read this. It 
seemed to make the cruelty of 
death unbearable. 

About five years ago, another 
couple had sent me a booklet 
they'd had privately printed 
about the death of ffeir child, 
killed as a result of a doctor’s 
blunder. They bore no bitter- 
ness or even ill-will towards the 
doctor, so convinced were they 
that their child was in heaven, 
and that watching his death 
agonies they had seen a souT 
finding God. I found that story 
impossible to follow up- Even 
to think about such assurance 
made me almost too angry to 
speak. They seemed to be 
putting me in an impossible 
position: either to by to destroy 
their illusions- and what could 
justify that? - or to share them. 

Tatters of this rage still 
warned me yesterday as I 


thought about the funeral ser- 
vice - but only for a moment. 
The scale of this was different. 
It was a private affair, and 
clearly one which had been 
enormously moving and help- 
ful for the people involved. 
And, contemplated coolly, what 
harm could it do to tell a child 
that when he died he would be 
received in heaven? 

It was not like telling him he 
would get better. That does 
seem to be absolutely wrong, at 
least in situations where you 
believe you are lying. The dif- 
ficulty comes if we assume that 
no grown-up could possibly 
believe in heaven. I don't 
myself believe in ft. My wife 
does. I don’t know what we'd 
do if our daughter were dying. 
Probably we’d both lie. but I 
would know I was lying. It still 
might be the right thing to do. 

"felling a child that be is going 

to heaven is different from pre- 
tending he will live. It might 
even be true. And if it were not 
true, if death did extinguish the 
child completely, it would extin- 
guish, too, arty possbflitythatbe 
might have felt betrayed. The 
only thing that might make it 
wrong to ten a dying child he is i 
going to heaven -if that is wbot I 
his parents believe will happen 
- is the chance that he might 
end up in hell instead, where he 
would presumably be tor- 
mented by the knowledge that 
his parents had tied to him, as 
well as by other things. Miltioas 
of christmns have believed that 
such a hell exists, and milli ons 
still do today. But to ignore the 
chance they might be right 
seems to me a risk worth taking. 
Yes, I would lie. 1 see that now. 

Andrew Brown 





■ O LAST 
i C [NIGHT 


At 1 6, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could you sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

You can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
€25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hot 
meals, dean dothes and someone to talk to at one 
of our shelters. 

As the days count down to Christmas, over 2,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. WeVe counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
please send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and dothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: 

□ £15 D£25 D£50 □£250‘other£ 

I enclose a cheque made payable to Crisis. OR debit my: 

□ Visa D Access Q Switch 1 " other 

//////////////// 

1 Last three efigta of Swkch card no I I Switch issue no. L. 

ExpJry *fan» I Sgnann-P 

* Gifts of £250 or more are word) almost a third to us under Gift Aid 

Name (caps) Mi/MrsMs 


Address . 


ftwceode. 


OR picas* phone our donaflon line 0500 10 99 99 

PO Box 13295, Freepost ED0379I, London El IBR CJW 5 
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Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

The attempt by Bass to recover its 
position as Britain's biggest brewer 
was put on ice yesterday after its pro- 
posed acquisition of Carisberg-Tetley 
was referred to the Monopolies ana 
Mergers Catnmissioa The MMC has 
until March to investigate the £200m 
deal, which would see Bass leapfrog 
Scottish & Newcastle into the beer- 
age's top slot. 

A referral had been widely antic- 
ipated in the City following an ap- 


parent tightening of competition at 
the Department of Trade and In- 
dustry. Two weeks ago, the proposed 
merger ofP&O’sand Stena’s cross- 
Channel ferry services was unex- 
pectedly sent to the MMC. 

Bass is understood to have been 
unwilling to accept a compromise 
offer from the OFT, considering its 
proposed concessions too onerous. 
Industry observers had speculated 
that Bass might be forced to sell up 
to 1,000 tenanted pubs in order to 
escape a referral. 

Bass has already acquired 50 per 


cent of the Carisbcrg-Tfetiey joint ven- 
ture from Allied Domecq and was 
proposing to buy the other half 
from Carlsberg. If approved the 
deal would give Bass up to 38 per 
cent of the UK brewing market, 
ahead of Scottish & Newcastle’s 
share of 30 per cent which was 
boosted by last year’s acquisition of 
Courage from Foster’s of Australia. 

In a complex deal, Bass has re- 
tained a get-out clause if the deal is 
blocked or if any regulatory condi- 
tions prove unacceptable. It has a put 
option which would force Carls- 


berg to buy most of the share of the 
venture bought from Allied. Al- 
though Bass would suffer a financial 
penalty by p ullin g out of the deal at 
this late stage, it is understood to be 
prepared to do so unless it can 
merge on its own terns. 

Yesterday's referral was applauded 
by unions and consumer groups 
alike. The Transport and General 
Workers union welcomed the deci- 
sion to refer the takeover to the 
MMC. saying there were important 
issues at stake. 

Brian Revell, national secretary for 


the drinks industry, said: “Our main 
concern is that if the takeover is al- 
lowed to proceed, al least 2,000 jobs 
are likely to be lost. However, we_ao- 
knowf edge that the situation is com- 
plicated and there is a possibility of 
a lesser number of jobs being lost if 
the takeover does not go ahead due 
to the competitive pressures in the 
industry.** 

Carisberg-Tetley is seen as the 
weakest player in an increasingly con- 
centrated brewing market and there . 
axe concerns about its continuing 
ability to compete with Bass, S&N 


and Whitbread if it is nol absorbed 
into Bass. ... 

- Camra, the Campaign for Beal 
Ale. also warmly .welcomed the de- 
cision. c TTiis merger would create the 
largest brewer in Britishbistory. The 
new enlarged Bass and Scottish 
Courage.the current number one, 
would have 70 per cent of the beer 
market between them. 

“The takeover has severe impli- 
cations for consumer choice. It is 
likely to lead to widespread brew- 
ery closures and job losses, partic- 
ularly in distribution,'’ said 


campaigns manager Stephen 
Gny analysts said the move was 
surprising given the large share of til 
beennarket Bass would havegainef 
from the deal “Considerin g the COH£. 
bined entity would bave3§ per cent^ 

ofitebrewmgmajket,arefcnalwas^ 

always considered likely", said Col- 
in Humphreys at Pammire Gordon. 

leather & Greenwood's Nigel 
Pophaxo commented that if Labour 
wins a general election comes before 
the deal is dcared, the change of gov- 
ernment could jeopardise the merger. 

Comment, page 17 


Shares 
rebound 
as calm 
returns 


How the markets shrugged off Greenspan's warning 


Tom Stevenson 

London 

David Usbome 

New York 

Shares bounced back on both 
sides of the Atlantic yesterday as 
dealers took the view that they 
had over-reacted on Friday to re- 
marks from Federal Reserve 
chairman Alan Greenspan that 
had appeared to threaten high- 
er interest rates. Rising share 
prices laid to rest fears of a re- 
run of 1987s Black Monday 
when stock markets collapsed 
around the globe. 

Share traders received heavy- 
weight support as Bundesbank 
president Hans Tietmeyer, 
speaking as chairman of the G- 
10 countries' central bank gov- 
ernors' committee, said financial 
markets had seen “some over- 
reaction" to Mr Greenspan's 
comments on inflation. Eddie 
George. Governor of the Bank 
of England speaking in Switzer- 
land. and US Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin also made com- 


ments designed to calm jittery 
markets. 

The Fed chairman had 
spooked markets at the end of 
last week by warning of the 
dangers of “irrational exuber- 
ance’' in stock markets. His 
comments, which were seen as 
a deliberate attempt to prick the 
bubble of soaring US share 
prices, led to the London mar- 
ket’s biggest one-day fall in fbur 
years, an 88-point drop. At one 
point shares bad fallen 168 
points, prompting fears of an- 
other crash . 

The FTSE 100 index of lead- 
ing shares dosed 48.6 points 
higher at 4011.6 yesterday as a 
robust early performance' from 
Wall Street calmed nerves and 
evidence continued that institu- 
tions in the UK and America 
were still awash with cash. 

Good news on inflation at 
home also eased fears of higher 
interest rates, with no change in 
prices charged at the factory gate 
last month and a sharp drop in 
manufacturers' input prices 



Clarke denies 
target for 
exchange rate ‘ 


thanks to the strength of the 
pound. 

A separate survey showed 
that the growth of sales on the 
high street slowed to its weak- 
est for seven months. Andrew 
Higginson, head of economic 
affairs for the British Retail 
Consortium, said: “We are nor 
in boom-time conditions." 

Gey economists said the fig- 
ures would allow the Chancel- 


lor to stave off any Bank of Eng- 
land pressure to increase inter- 
est rates. They were “very useful 
ammunition for Mr Clarke in the 
debate," according to Jonathan 
Loynes at HSBC Markets. 

In America, some analysts 
continued to insstthat the broad 
outlook for the Dow remained 
overwhelmingly positive in spite 

of Mr Greenspan 'swords. While 

the Fed chairman has clearly sig- 


nalled his concern about a bub- 
ble on the financial markets, few 
expect that he would seek to raise 
rates to burst iL 
“I think we have a friendly Fed 
through the rest of this quarter 
and probably for the first quar- 
ter of next year," commented 
Arthur Hogan of Dean Witter. 
Mr Hogan is among analysts not 
ready to accept that US equities 
are overvalued. 


“We still stand by the stance 
that this level can be justified.” 
he said. 

Markets around the world 
recovered their poise. In Tbkyo, 
shares gained over 300 points, re- 
covering almost half the losses 
of the previous trading session. 
The German market also re- 
gained about half the losses in- 
curred in Friday’s rout and 
French shares closed higher. 


Kane Coyle 

Kenneth Clarke, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, told MPs yes- 
terday that be did not have a tar- 
get for the exchange rate, whose 
strength has started to con- 
cern businesses. “I do not set in- 
terest rates to achieve a level for 
sterling," he said. 

The Chancellor insisted that 
he was as determined as the 
Governor of the Bank of Eng- 
land to achieve the Govern- 
ment’s Z5 per cent inflation 
target The exchange rate was 
only one of a range of factors 
he looked at he told the Trea- 
sury Select Committee, al- 
though ag re ein g that the surge 
in the pound had tightened 
monetary conditions. 

However, Mr Clarke refused 
to accept that he was out on a 
limb in not increasing interest 
rates when a majority of econ- 
omists said they would have to 
rise. “1 don't just go out and 
count heads among financial ad- 
visers," he said. 

Much of the grilling MPs 
gave him yesterday focused on 
European Monetary Union. 
Mr Clarke stuck to the formu- 
la that a single currency would 
not be acceptable if the mem- 
ber economies bad not achieved 
genuine convergence. 

“It is perfectly possible that 
I would be one of the most ve- 
hement opponents of the UK 
joining," he said. “What matters 


is whether the countries going 
into Emu are going to stay 
convergent and are genuinely 
compatible with each other." 

However, Mr CJarke said 
the time for making a judge- 
ment about the amount of fudg- 
ing of the Maastricht criteria 
would be in early 1998, on the 
basis of the actual figures for 
1997. 

He also insisted that Britain's 
Prime Minister must play as ac- 
tive a part as all the others in 
negotiations. “We ought to be- 
come dearer that part of our 
economic advantages in this 
country derive from our mem- 
bership of the EU " he insisted. 

The Chancellor told MPs 
that he thought the argument 
was going in favour of a prag- 
matic and flexible “stability 
pact", the agreement for polic- 
ing member countries' budget 
deficits after the start of the sin- 
gle currency. 

The Germans have been ar- 
guing for a rigid system of fines 
on excess deficits, but Mr Clarke 
said there was not much distance 
between his view and that of 
Theo Waigei, Germany's finance 
minister. "The best penalties are 
never imposed" be said. 

The UK’s budget position 
was at least as satisfactory as that 
of other EU countries, be said. 
Mr Clarke refused to confirm, 
despite persistent questioning 
that the tax burden would rise 
by more than £lbn next year. 


Just a one-day wonder, but fears of a real crash remain 


Diane Coyle 

It was a one-day wonder, the 
mini-crash triggered by Alan 
Greenspan on Friday. And even 
so. the markets over-reacted to 
the Federal Reserve chairmans 
disapproving comments about 
their “irrational exuberance", 
according to anoiheT central 
bank governor, the Bank of 
England's Eddie George. 

Yet the sudden dive in share 
prices around the globe did once 
again highlight fears that Wall 
Street was overvalued and 
headed for a crash. Investors 
can be excused for being con- 
fused. There is a clear division 
of opinion among the gurus 


about whether shares are 
poised for a 1987-style tumble 
or whether the great bull mar- 
ket can continue. 

In the gloomy camp are an- 
alysts who focus on a range of 
indicators of the underlying 
value of shares. 

Most of these show that 
equity prices in the US arc far 
higher than their long-run 
relationships to other assets 
would justiiv. 

Perhaps the must startling is 
that the stock market capitali- 
sation of American companies 
is nearly the same as the coun- 
try's gross domestic product, ac- 
cording to calculations by Jim 
Bianco at Arbor Trading. The 


normal ratio to GDP would be 
less than 50 per cent 

Andrew Smithers. of 
S mi there & Co in London, puts 
the emphasis on “Tobin's q", the 
ratio of stock market value to 
the actual value of the under- 
lying assets. Anything higher 
than one would point to shares 
getting out of line, but the ratio 
currently stands at 15. or more 
than two limes its historical 
average. 

The more conventional mea- 
sures of whether shares are 
overvalued, the dividend yield 
and price-earnings ratio, are 
sending a similar signal. A 
measure of whether returns oo 
equities are out of line with the 


Dividend yield on US shares 
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yield on long-term bonds, the 
dividend yield on the S&P500 
index is just above 2 per cent, 
about half its average and be- 
low the 1987 level. The ratio of 


1966 . 1976 1988 1996 

share prices to corporate earn- 
ings, at around 23, is below its 
then-high of 25, but possibly not 
far enough below. 

Mr Smithers says: “Why does 


anybody doubt all of this evi- 
dence? People are anxious to 
sell at the top. but nobody can 
possibly tell when thatwfll be." 
Arguments that do not take 
account of all these stretched 
ratios are not rigorous, he 
charges. 

The optimistic case rests on 
the view that the numbers do 
not tell the whole story because 
market fundamentals have 
changed since 1987. For exam- 
ple. Abby Cohen, equity strate- 
gist at Goldman Sachs in New 
York, believes that a higher p/e 
ratio is warranted in an era of 
low inflation. Current low levels 
of US inflation have in the 
past been associated with ratios 


of 18-20, she calculates, because 
investors are willing to pay 
more for a certain level of 
earnings when inflation is ex- 
pected to remain low. 

David Shaw, at investment gi- 
ant Legpl & General in London, 
backs this argument, noting 
that the trend rate of produc- 
tivity growth has increased. 
This should mean healthy cor- 
porate profits growth over a sus- 
tained period. 

Luckily for London, nobody 
believes shares on this side of 
the Atlantic are overvalued at 
all. London has underper- 
formed other stock markets 
for the past three years. 

According to Richard David- 


son, the UK strategist at in- 
vestment bank Morgan Stanley, 
this down-rating has been due 
to the fear of higher inflation 
and political uncertainty. He 
says: “People have been 
ignoring the potential profits 
growth,' 1 and predicts that Lon- 
. don will outperform other mar- 
kets in what promises to be a 
turbulent 1997. 

Mr Davidson reckons that on 
all the conventional ratios. UK 
shares will look very good val- 
ue next year, with a p/e ratio of 
125 compared with 17.9 for the 
US, for example. He adds that 
London tends to share in big 
Wall Street crashes, but can 
escape smaller corrections. 


Labour set to bring in curbs on water profits 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Water companies* profits could 
he curtailed under a Labour 
government, the parly's en- 
vironment spokesman an- 
nounced yesterday. 

Labour's second annual re- 
port on the water industry, 
published by Frank Dobson, 
s,iy> that the party b> not pre- 
pared to allow soaring profits 
coupled with higher hills and 
lower investment. 

The report attacks price 
[eveis. which it says have gone 


up by more than 40 per cent 
while the number of incidents 
in which customers have had 
their supply cut off has also 
grown. Last year the number of 
interruptions lusting more than 
1 2 hours doubled to more than 
I3O0U0. 

Labour's report, based on 
three official publications re- 
leased last week, says that pros- 
ecutions of water companies for 
polluting streams, rivers, lakes 
and reservoirs is now running at 
a rale of three per month. 

Al the same time, profits 
have totalled £11.1 bn in the six 


years since privatisation, and the 
heads of water companies have 
voted themselves more than 
£2Um in pay and perks this year. 

Capital investment in water 
has been cut by £36 lm in the 
first six years of privatisation, 
while profits have risen in every 
year but one. Tbtal investment 
last year was JEL3bn. 

Mr Dobson said a Labour 
government might set up a new 
pricing policy which would link 
water rates to profits. It would 
mean that if profits rose beyond 
a certain level, prices would au- 
tomatically be cut. 


Utilities would still be able to 
keep a share of the excess 
profits, so there would be still 
be an incentive to work for 
greater efficiency. Part of the 
money should be used for in- 
vest menu while the rest should 
be shared between shareholders 
and consumers. 

Mr Dobson said: “The pri- 
vatisation of the water industry 
has been a bad deal for 
customers, taxpayers and the 
environment. But water pri- 
vatisation has been good for 
profits, and it has been better 
still for water company bosses." 


A spokeswoman for the Of- 
fice of Water Services, Ofwat, 
said there was adequate provi- 
sion under the existing system 
to ensure that profits were not 
excessively large. 

“A lot of companies have 
already shared profits with cus- 
tomers in the form of rebates. 
If they have made efficiency sav- 
ings, we would encourage com- 
panies to do that at the earliest 
possible opportunity. Other- 
wise they will be shared wkb 
customers al the next price re- 
view," she said 

Today the Liberal Democrat 


leader Paddy Ashdown will set 
out his party's plans for cus- 
tomers to be given voting rights 
in the water companies. He be- 
lieves that such privately owned 
monopolies give consumers lit- 
tle power to affect the way they 
are run, and that this needs to 
change. 

Mr Ashdown will tell the 
National Consumers' Council as 
there is little competition be- 
tween the water companies and 
no choice for their customers, 
there should bettew controls on 
them. 

Comment, page 17. 


Pearson team could 
launch radical 
revamp next month 
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Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

New management at Pearson, 
the media and information con- 
glomerate, are reviewing de- 
tailed strategy papers on the 
future of the company. This 
could lead to a radical restruc- 
turing that could be launched as 
early as next month. 

According to sources al Pear- 
son, a round of meetings will be 
held from 8 January, the dale 
on which Marjorie Scardino, the 
company's new chief executive, 
formally takes over from the re- 
tiring Flank Barlow. 

On the agenda will be the fu- 
ture status of the company’s tele- 
vision subsidiary, winch groups 
Thames Television and Grundy 
Worldwide, as well as plans to 
sell theme parks operated under 
the Madame Tussauds name. 

Also under consideration is 
a possible sale to management 


T flOtKXW). 18S.683 +Y1.6 47 154-93 
gJBtM 93 J +1..tL— 3ZJ, 
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of the 50 per cent Pearson 
hoi* in Lazard, the invest- 
ment bank. Pearson would be 
left with its publishing and in- 
formation operations, which 
are viewed as core assets. 

A limited number of the se- 
cret strategy documents, which 
are numbered and circulated 
only to senior managers, have 
already been sent to Ms 


Scardino. wbo is winding up her . 
job as chief executive of the 
Economist Group, 50 per cent 
owned by Pearson. They will be 
discussed in committee, and fi- 
nal decisions will be taken in the 
course of 1997. 

Pearson has been under pres- 
sure in recent months to 
restructure its sprawling oper- 
ations, which range from the 
Financial Times to Penguin 
Books to Mindscape, a money- 
lasing US manufacturer of CD- 
Roms and game cartridges. 

Analysts have suggested that 
Pearson would remain a take- 
over target unless it moved to 
streamline its businesses. They 
have calculated that Pearson 
could be worth between £9 and 
£10 a share if broken up, com- 
pared with ils closing price yes- 
terday of 706 -5p. Pressure from 
the City led to the early retire- 
ment of Mr Barlow and Lord 
Blakenham, the chairman. Den- 
nis Stevenson, a long-time Pfcar- 
son board member, is to replace 
Lord Blakenham in the sp ring 

Senior management stressed, 
however, that no derisions had 
been taken on which 
“ any, would be sold. When Ms 
Scardmo’s appointment was an~ 
ttottneed in October; she said that 
“we have no strategic prejudices 
and will start with a dean slate". 
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business 


Bass has yet to deliver a convincing case 


ie detii 
‘Set fo t 
1 oge ra 


‘How Bass came to 
think a deal that 
would give the new 
group nearly 
40 per cent of the 
UK beer market 
even remotely 
possible is something 
of a mystery' 


y, Bass has lost round one 
of its attempt to merge its brewing inter' 


- for Bass drops up to ; 
not gp through - its tl 


if this deal does 
threat to pull out alto- 
gether in the event of the Govenunenx refer- 
ring the deal to rht Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission has proved so much hot air. Bass 
is going to pursue its case through to the bit- 
ter end. which in this case is all too probable. 

How h is that Bass came to think a deal 
that would give the new group nearly 40 per 
cent of the UK beer market even remotely 
posable is something of a mystery. There are 
very few industries (national newspapers is 
a rare example) where such a degree of con- 
centration would be tolerated. But to be fair 
on Bass, the authorities have given some 
encouragement to the view that this might 
just be allowed. For a start there was 
Michael Heseltine, who while president of 
the Board of Trade championed a "big is 


beautiful, anything goes” mergers policy. 

ig. didn’t 


The present incumbent, lan Lang, 
actually make the decision, but it was under 
his rule that the DTI allowed Scottish & 
Newcastle to acquire Courage with only lim- 
ited conditions. By waiving through this deal, 
the authorities appeared to abandon the old, 
unwritten rale that any merger resulting in 
a market share of more than a quarter would 
automatically get referred. Scottish & New- 
castle ended up with more than 30 per cent 
of the market, encouraging Bass to believe 


further consolidation perfectly acceptable. 

Since then Mr Lang has attempted to shift 
the emphasis bade to a more overtly pro- 
competition stance. Even so, Bass continued 
to believe the authorities could be convinced. 
Good progress has been made, it argues, in 
separating retail from production, and in any 
case the merger would allow an orderly ratio- 
nalisation of excess capacity. Furthermore, 
last week’s decision to allow the British Air- 
ways link up with American, subject to con- 
ditions, seemed further evidence that with 
the right concesaotrs, Bass could succeed too. 

But although Bass can reasonably point 
to inconsistencies in polity, it surely couldn’t 
honestly have thought such a radical shake- 
up of the industry would be allowed with- 
out thorough investigation, whatever the 
safeguards offered. In the absence of any 
convincing arguments to the contrary, it is 
hard to see how such concentration could 
do anything other than harm consumer 
interests. With £60m at risk should this deal 
fail, shareholders can only hope that so far 
Bass has kept hs powder dry. 


An old draft 
from New Labour 


N ot much evidence of New Labour in 
Frank Dobson’s policy statement on the 
water industry issued yesterday. A quick read 
of its 11 pages reveals a quite unmistakable 


whiff of old attitudes mixed in with some 
familiar, tried and failed solutions. 

The shadow environment secretary's stort- 
ing point is that, in so far as the water indus- 
try is concerned, profit is still a dirty word, 
and as a result he’s not going to allow water 
companies to make any. Depending on 
who you talk to, for the Labour Party seems 
to have almost as many positions on these 
matters as the Toiy Party docs on Europe, 
the Dobson approach might apply to other 
utilities as well. 

Politically, there is no doubt that he's on 
to a winner here, for most people take the 
view that since water and sewage arc public 
services they should not be allowed to make 
profits period, let alone anything that might 
be regarded as “excess” profit. The unfor- 
tunate truth is that generally people don't 
understand the role of profit in public ser- 
vices. Seventeen years of Conservative Party 
rule does not seem to have changed attitudes 
very much on this front. 

So with the ballot box in mind. Labour is 
probably hacking the right borse. If it pur- 
sues this line of attack, however, it won't 
actually be doing anyone, least of all the 

C * *'c, any good. In fact, it will probably be 
ing the public interest Here's why. 
What Labour proposes is that profit be 
capped each year at a level it regards as rea- 
sonable and normal, and that to the extent 
that this is exceeded, the benefit should be 
handed back to customers in the form of 


lower prices. There is nothing particularly 
new about this. A variant of it was used to 


regulate some of our utilities in the last cen- 
tury and it is a common form of economic 
regulation in other countries, particularly the 
US. In the jargon it is known a* “annual 
formular profit sharing'*. 

But just because it has been tried before 
doesn't mean it has much lb commend iL In 
truth this is a flawed approach the effect of 
which, when added to the windfall profit tax. 
would be highly retrogressive, returning 
these companies to the plodding, inefficient 
state they were in as nationalised industries. 
Perhaps that is what the public wants, but h 
carries with it a big sacrifice. 

The present system of price cap regula- 
tion provides a powerful incentive to 
improved efficiency, for it allows companies 


ipiut 

to keep any profits "they earn over and ahov c 

iiml-itnF'c -icciiTnisI -n>:isnn:ihlt‘’' L'lVl. 


the regulator's assumed “reasonable” level. 
The result, particularly in the years imme- 
diately after privatisation, is much higher 
profits than might be thought appropriate. 

However, the system allows this to be cor- 
rected through periodic reviews of charges 
when the regulator claims for the customer 
all the efficiency gains achieved in the pre- 
vious five years’. What Labour wants to do 
is move these reviews on to an annual basis 
and. moreover, hand back to customers at 
least some of any profits earnt in the previ- 
ous year over and above the established 
“normal" level. Mr Dobson is intentionally 


vague as to how much. 

It can readily he seen that the effect of this 
will be to remove all incentive to efficiency. 
Far from benefiting customers, it would ultx- 
routely harm them for it would result in 
higher long-term prices, not lower ones. 

There's not much chance of Mr Dobson 
changing his mind on this, but in the line of 
duty and without any hope of Britain's gov- 
eminent- in-waiting listening to sense on this 
Issue, here's a possible compromise. Ian 
Byau. the water regulator, is already exper- 
imenting with a voluntary form of profit 
sharing which seems to answer some or 
Labour's concerns. Companies which vol- 
untarily forego some of their allowed price 
increase are allowed to roll this benefit over 
into the next price review period. 

The effect of this is to change the profile 
of profits and prices. The present “excess" 
in profits is reduced but equally the extent 
of the customer claw back at the lime of the 
review is limited too. In other words, cus- 
tomers gel the benefit of efficiency gains 
immediately rather than having to wail for 
them. At the same time the system retains 
its present incentive In improved efficiency. 

Then again, this is obviously too 
reasonable an approach for someone who 
believes that water privatisation Is a “sean- 
daf". that Ofivat is •‘ineffective and inade- 
quate". and that water companies routinely 
lie to their customers (yesterday’s Labour 
Party document). 


European 
row threatens 
BA alliance 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


A row in the European Com- 
mission over the legality of sell- 
ing take-off and landing slots at 
airports yesterday threatened to 
undermine the British Airways- 
Amcrican Airlines alliance, de- 
.^nite clearance last week by the 
'British government 

Ian Lang, president of the 
Board of Trade, agreed on Fri- 
day to the alliance on condition 
the airlines surrender 168 of 
their slots, and the department 
said over the weekend that the 


Mr van Miert the commissioner 
responsible for vetting mergers 
- and therefore in a powerful 
position to influence BAs deal 
with American. 

A spokesman for Mr Knmock 
confirmed that he wanted to 
clarity the rules in a way that 


reman 



practice in the airline i 
of selling slots. 

He said: “Slot selling is an 
economic reality and it is done 
all the time. So are we going to 

tty to fight against reality or are 
we going to try to give a frame- 
work to this practice in order to 
avoid monopolies and guaran- 
tee fair competition?” 

Transport specialists in the 
commission describe the rules 
on slots as a “grey area” and they 
acknowledged that Mr Van 
Miert took a different view. 

One source pointed out that 
at the end of the day Mr Vhn 
Miert had to Lake the issue to his 
peers, and the final decision 


would be taken by the Conrans- 
e. Mr Khmock wiJJ 


Neil Kinnock: In favour of 
selling airport slots 


!!’■ 


airlines would also be allowed 
to auction the slots. These are 
thought to be worth £lm to 
£10m each. 

Sources close to Karel Van 
Miert, the Competition Com- 
missioner, yesterday cast doubts 
on this, saying selling, slots was 
illegal and increased the 
chances of the commission find- 
ing the proposed alliance anti- 
competitive. 

But Neil Kinnock, the Trans- 
port Commissioner, is under- 
stood to reject Mr Van Miert's 
analysis, and he is hoping to an- 
nounce formal recognition of 
the policy of selling slots early 
next year. 

A turf war over the issue ap- 
pears to be under way wi thin the 
Commission, with Mr Kinnock 
in charge of airline policy but 


sionasawbole 
then be able to make his case. 

In London, the Department 
of Hade and Industry said it be- 
lieved slot selling was perfectly 
legaL 

A spokeswoman added “We 
have checked with them [the 
Commission] the legislation as 
regards slot trading. They have 
come back to us and have not 
said the regulations prohibit slot 
trading. If they were to, we 
would obviously look very care- 
fully at it” 

The Brussels regulation 
stated “slots may be finely ex- 
changed between airline carri- 
ers or transferred by an airline 
carrier". 

BA said “we are advised by 
our experts that it is certainty 
not illegal". 

Commission sources said 
there were still serious doubts 
about the transatlantic deal 
because of the threat to com- 
petition, though the British 
government and BA privately 
dispute the commission’s juris- 
diction over the deaL 
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Market turmoil 
halts float plans 


Patrick Tooher 


Last week’s turmoil on^ the 
London stock exchange claimed 
its first victims in the new issues 
market yesterday when two 
companies unexpectedly can- 
celled their flotation plans. 

Morgan Crucible, the spe- 
cialist engineering group, said 
it had postponed plans to spun 
off Emblem Technology, us 
aerospace, sensors and instru- 
ments division, due to the ad- 
verse state of the stock market- 

And Discovery Inns, and in- 
dependent pub operator, also 
blamed recent stock market 
conditions for its decision not 
to proceed with plans for a 

listing. ... 

The new issues market has 
boomed this year on the back 

of a record-breaking run for eq- 
uities, with many offers for sale 
heavily oversubscribed- But Fri- 
day’s correcti on, w hich jrt one 
stage saw the FTSE 100 index 
of leading shares slump by al- 
most 170 points, has made 
some would-be newcomers 
think again. 

The decision to pull the Dis- 


covery flotation is particularly 
significant because investors 


have up to now shown an almost 
insatiable appetite for pub 
retailers. 

Discovery was earmarked for 
a main market with a price tag 
of £50m to provide an exit for 
venture capital backers led by 
Klein wort Benson. 

Set up in 1992 as a vehicle to 
acquire 223 pubs from Whit- 
bread in England and South 
Wiles, it has expanded recently 
with purchases from Marstous 
and Allied Domecq. 

It is positioned half-way be- 
tween the managed themed 
chains such as Wetberspoon 
and Tbm Cobleigh, whose 
shares have soared this year, 
and the groups of tenanted 
pubs run by the likes of Enter- 
prise and Century. 

Morgan Crucible had hoped 

to raise £40m from the Emblem 

float as part of plans to focus on 
its core industrial ceramics and 
specialist chemicals businesses. 
Proceeds from the flotation, 
handled by Panmure Gordon, 
would have gone to strengthen 
Morgan’s balance sheet by 
reducing gearing from 40 per 
cent to 50 per cent Dealings in 
the shares were due to begin this 
month. 
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It’s about % of the way 
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the bottle. 


You may love your first sip. You may loathe it. 
The atrracrion of Laphroaig (la-froyg) isn’t always 
immediate. It could take a few drams, or a few days. 
Somewhere down the line you might grow to 
appreciate its rich aroma of blue peat smoke. Or warm 
to its earthy saltiness. Then again, you might not. 
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market report / shares 
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FTSE100 
4011.6+48.6 . 
FTSE250 
4385.0+36.9 
FTSE350 
1991.8+22.5 
SEAQ VOLUME 
549.4m shares, 
38,136 bargains 
Gifts Index 
n/a - 


Footsie takes heart from confidence in New York 



The stock market enjoyed the 
crash that never was. Fears 
prey Friday would be fol- 
lowed by Black Monday were 
quickly swept aside as Footsie 
huih. on a confident opening. 


48-6 points, returning above 
4,000 and reclaiming more than 
half Friday’s slump. Govem- 


of the Bundesbank, talking 
about “some overreaction" to 
Mr Greenspan, there was not 
an audible dissenting voice to 
hinder Footsie's comeback. 

The crash could, some rea- 
soned, be something of a bless- 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


stock market reporter of the year 


mg m disguise, removin g mueh 
of the Dressure for another 


tnent stocks rose by around £1. 

On Friday US influences 
Spooked the market US bank- 
ing chief Alan Greenspan cre- 
aled alarm when he talked 
about the “irrational exuber- 
ance” of stock markets and 
shares around the world col- 


share price; pence 




lapsed, expecting New York to 
follow their example. 

But American investors, for 


of the pressure for another 
interest rate increase. The 
monthly Ken and Eddie meet- 
ing occurs tomorrow and the 
Chancellor could feel his case 
for unchanged rates has been 
reinforced by Friday’s shocks. 
With the Bank of England 
governor seemingly less keen 
to press for higher charges to- 
morrow's get together looks 


>J FMAMJ J.^S0$p5 


once, were made of sterner 
stuff and New York was rather 
more robust than many ex- 
pected. When London opened 
yesterday the betting was on 
New York staging a rally. 

did not disappoint And 
with Hans Tietmeyer, president 


likely to be a non event. 
Still the market could 


Still the market could face 
a turbulent week. New York’s 
confidence has been ruffled 
and the splits in the Tbiy ranks 
have not even been papered 
over. Thursday’s Barnsley elec- 
tion result will wipe out the 
Government's majority. 

Last week’s slide, with Foot- 


sie at one time down 168-5 
points, has already hit two flota- 
tions. Discovery Inns, a man- 
aged and tenanted pubs chain, 
and Wise Speke, the stockbro- 
ker, have postponed their plans 
to sell shares to investors. 

The 48.6 index gain was 
scored on the back of thin trad- 
ing. Few investors were pre- 
pared to chance their arm; 
content to sit on the sidelines 
until the still hazy investment 
scene becomes somewhat 
clearer. 

BAT Industries led the 
Footsie garners, scoring a 25p 


resist Friday’s onslaught, con- 


tinued to stretch from its year’s 
low, gaming ll-5p to 249p. 

Cadbury Schweppes, the 
soft drinks to sweets group, 
melted 9.5p to 477p. There 
were stories of profit down- 
gradings as the company 
started a series of investment 
meetings. ABN Amro Ho are 
Govett was said to be among 
the securities houses to lower 


gain to 476 .5p. A 60 page buy 

circular from Merrill Lynch 


circular from Merrill Lynch 
h elped. 

BTR, the only blue chip to 


its estimates. 

Thte & Lyle, the sugar 
group, was another in presen- 
tation mode - off 7p to 458p. 

Scottish Television shaded 

lp to 679p. It has discovered 
a large shareholder in the 
shape of Chase Nominees. 
Apparently Chase has ac- 


quired 3.85m shares (634 per 
cent) but Scottish does not 
know when, from where or the 
identity of the beneficial own- . 
er. It only discovered the ex- 
tent of Chase's involvement 
when the nominee house re- 
sponded to a 212 notice which 
obliges a company to reveal its 
shareholding . 

Sedgwick, the insurance bro- 
ker, ^ was given a takeover whirl 
with US groups named as likely 
predatois. The shares gained 5p 
to 126-5p- Commercial Union 
rose 4p to 6645 p on bid spec- 
ulation; GRE was another in 
the bid arena, up lOp at273p. 

The story of an Abbey Na- 
tional deal with Prudential 
Corporation continued to go the 
rounds with Abbey up lOp to 
691pandthe Pru 4.5p to 4&>.5p. 

Greycoat, the property 
group, fell 2p to 15 4p as. Moor- 
field Estates, a much smaller 
group, abandoned its ambitious ' 
takeover bid. Moorfield finned 
to 30p. 


The Labour Party’s lat«J 
move to tap into the profits o 
utilities produced som 
m .mAnir f waters but 


electricities were 

few pence higher. BT slipped 

drugged off the not- 

unexpected referral ofttsbia 

nopolies and Merged Com 
mission, gaining 1«J> ► 

803 J5p as the market decided 
to concentrate on the meats oi 

apossible US hotel deaL Other 

brewers were strong. 
Whitbread up 133p to 770p 

and Scottish & Newcastle 19 p 

to 6723p. . . „ 

Lanica Trust, ai m i n g for a 

mail order future, posted a 
195p gam to 895p: the shares 
. -f c^y> it was 
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side. 
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^rtfa HOm since 

... i i. if* chares, placed 


ron tracts valued ai — 

d« its belt Its shares, 
fTdSpbyWiseSpdte,®^^ 
to start trading todu* 


have risen from 56p since it was 

first realised Andrew Regan, 
ex-Hobsons, was involved. The 
three major shareholders have 

sold 825.000 shares following 

a pledge to increase the out- 
side interest. 


to be fixed near the top ^ 
price range. Dealin^onW 
Jtart on Christmas Eve. 
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Airmotive deal gives BBA focus 


Since failing io snap up Tjirac a rival 
twice its size, for £2.4bn in the summer 
BBA has bent over backwards to re- 
assure investors ft is not another 
clapped -out industrial conglomerate 
desperately seeking a mega-dcal to 
drive sluggish cam Lags forward. 

Soothing words from aggressive 
chief executive Roberto “Gwe No” 
Quart s about bolt-on acquisitions and 
organic growth have proved to be more 
than jusi talk. First a strong set of in- 
terim results in September under- 
lined Mr Qnarta-s ability to grow 
businesses rather than to fust buy 
them. Now Mr Quarts has moved to 
allay concerns that BBA lacks focus. 

While enjoying critical mass is foe- • 
lion materials (brake pads and linings) 
and non-woven fabrics (as used in nap- 
pies and filters), questions marks have 
hung over the future and strategic fit 
of its aviation and specialised electri- 
cals activities. 

Yesterday BBA addressed one of 
these concerns by paying S185m 
(£1 13m) for International Airmotive 
Holding, a Dallas-based specialist in 
corporate jet maintenance. 

In servicing both fixed-wing and he- 
licopter turbine engines, as well as dis- 
tributing pans for the business aviation 
market, Airmotive should comple- 
ment Signature. BBA’s flight support 
division. Both serve a similar cus- 
tomer base and are recognised as 
leaders in their US markets. 

In the nine and a half month period 
from March to December 1995. die last 
period for which audited accounts 
are available, Airmotive made pre-tax 
profits $5m on sales of $150tn. 

The deal which awaits regulatory ap- 
proval, also means 40 per cent of BBAs 
business is driven by lucrative after- 
market business -whether for car brake 
pads or aircraft overhaul and repair. 

BBA is assuming SI 04m (£63.4m) of 
debt, but the Airmotive deal is still ex- 
pected to boost earnings in the first full 
year before any one-off restructuring 
costs. Although the purchase is being 
funded out of existing resources, cash 
flow is strong, so bringing debt hack on 
to the balance sheet should not prove 
too much of a strain. 

Evidence of BBA’s greater strategic 
focus also came yesterday with the com- 
pletioo of its DM92m <£36m ) purchase 
of Corovin, a leading German producer 
of polypropylene-based non-woven 
fabrics. This deal the first since the 
abortive Lucas takeover, brills with it 
consolidated debts of up to DM86m. 

All this wheeler-dealing leaves the 
specialist electricals division as the only 
existing business area where BBA stm 
needs to do a deal. As one analyst put 
it: “It is either double or bust” 

But with the shares dosing 9phigfrer 
at 3535p, ft seems the Qty can live with > 
that uncertainty for the time being at 


In Brief 


The Investment Column 

EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


least Even assuming an unfavourable 
sterling rate of 51.65. broker UBS has 
raised its full-year forecast by £3m to 
£166m. putting the shares on a multi- 
ple of less than 14. Undemanding. 

Ideal nets a 
dream position 

Ideal Hardware has been an ideal in- 
vestment since it came to the market 
two years ago at just 225p. Earlier this 
year the shares peaked at 683p, and 
after betler-than-expected figures for 
the six months to November yesterday 
they dosed 5p better at 64225p. 

To have a strong share of a fak grow- 
ing market is any company's, and 
investor's, dream. 

Ideal with about 14 percent of the 
distribution market for computer 
memory devices, is in just that fortu- 
nate position. Sales of hard disks and 
the like are expected to grow twice as 
fast as any other part of the comput- 
er market in the next few years as new 
applications continue to make ever 
bigger demands on data storage 
capacities. 


After a 24 per cent rise in turnover 
to £75.6m (£60. 9m) in the first half, 
profits grew by 28 per cent to £3 .75m 
(£2 -93m ). Earnings per share rising at 
the same rate to 11.7p allowed a 24 per 
cent dividend hike to 5.2p. 

Operating in a cut-throat business 
like computer distribution. Ideal has 
bad to work hard id stand out from the 
crowd and it has not been afraid to 
adopt some pretty radical marketing 
ploys. 

Its catalogue is available on the 
Internet and it broadcasts a weekly 
television programme to 500 of its 
biggest customers to keep them 
abreast of the rapid changes in a 
business which churns out 200 new 
products a week. 

Analysts focused yesterday not just 
on the numbers, which have impressed 
ever since flotation, but on the way 
Ideal appears to be investing in the 
future in order to maintain its current 
explosive growth rate. A new 70,000 
square foot warehouse will be fully op- 
erational next month, but more im- 
portantly the company is spending 
heavily on training its own staff to keep 
service levels high. 

Two years ago the shares were 
obviously cheap; now, despite the 
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quality of the company. Ideal is a 
harder investment call. On the basis 
of forecast profits of £9.5m in the 12 
months to the next year's new July 
year end and £12m the following year, 
the shares stand on a prospective 
price -earnings ratio of 22 fallin g io J 7. 
That is a pretty punchy rating, but 
compared with a sustainable growth 
rate in the mid-20s, not demanding. 
Good value. 

Carclo sags as 
steel prices fall 

Carclo Eng ine e rin g is a world leader in 
card clothing, a vital component in the 
manufacture of textiles, while its wires 
are used to support almost everything 
from colliery lifting equipment to the 
Gossard Wonderbra. Sadly, since a 
£55m acquisition in 1993, ft is also heav- 
ily involved in precision stainless steel 
strip, where overproduction has seen 
prices crash by 40 per cent or more this 
year. Orders for Cardo's Lee steel di- 
vision sank by ID per cent in the first 
half and the company warned yester- 
day that it faced a further shortfall of 
between 5 and 10 per cent in the sec- 
ond half. With management unable to 
see any light at the end of the tunnel 
and the strengthening pound set to ham- 
mer European sales, it was little won- 
dcr the shares slumped 4&5p to 2Q2J>pt. 

The company warned in July that flat 
order bools would hit Lhe first half, so 
pre-tax profits down from £8 3m to 
£7. 12m in the six months to September 
came as little surprise. Things have 
dearly got worse at Lee since, but there 
are signs that the nest of the group is 
responding to treatment. 

Card clothing, which makes Lhe 
wires used to comb fibre in textile milk, 
has filled m gaps in its coverage with 
acquisitions in the US and Germany 
over the past year. Much of the 29 per 
cent jump in half-year operating prof- 
its io £1. 74m was due to a £300JXW con- 
tribution from Ashworth Card Oolhing 
of the US, acquired in October 1995. 
The loss-making Peter Wolters of Ger- 
many, picked up in March, should start 
to chip in next year, and the Far East, 
where the textile industry is increasingly 
moving, is growing in importance. 

The outlook in wires is also looking 
better, despite a 10 per cent fall to 
£216m. Rationalisation should produce 
benefits next year. Meanwhile, the auto- 
motive to packaging-related general en- 
gineering division is proving the star of 
the group, lifting profits 40 per cent to 
iZSm on sharply higher margins. 

• Full-year profits of around £14m 
would put the shares on a forward p/e 
ratio of 13. Unexciting, given the con- 
tinuing uncertainty at Lee. 


business 

Alliance poised to 
win float approval 


HU Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 

The Alliance & Leicester ex- 
pects to he given the go-ahead 
for its conversion plans at a spe- 
cial genera] meeting today de- 
spite the threat of protests from 
an action group- furious at the 
terms of the £Z8bn flotation. 

Protests from the action 
group will culminate in claims 
by Patrick Mountain, of Somer- 
lon, Somerset, that the decision 
by the society to treat all its 
members the same is illegal and 
an abuse of members' rights. 

“It does appear that the mem- 
bers are entitled to share pro- 
rata in the levels of investments 
in surplus funds." Mr Mountain 
said vesterday. He cited lhe 
transfer document sent to the so- 
ciety’s 2.4 million Noting mem- 
bers to back up his claim. 

Mr Mountain is angry that 
the society intends to gne each 
voting member 250 shares 
worth at least £1,000. a move 
which discriminates against cus- 
tomers who hove large sums in- 
vested or who have been with 
the society for many years. 


A retired businessman and a 
former agent of the society, he 
intends to vote against' the 
flotation plans. 

But lhe fory of the action 
group, which has thousands of 
members is unlikely to scupper 
the society' s move to become 
bank as more than 13 million 
of its 2.4 million eligible mem- 
bers have cast their vote by post. 

“That volume of votes would 
indicate we've got a yes vote," 
a spokesman for the society said 
yesterday. 

He disputed Mr Mountain's 
claim of illegality, saying there 
was no legal reason which the 
society should offer a pro-rata 
distribution of shares because 
it was giving away its reserves. 

The society will count the 
votes at the special general 
meeting at the London Arena 
and expects to announce a "yes 
vote” by mid-afternoon." It 
needs 20 per cent of its invest- 
ing members to vole and 75 per 
cent of those to vote in favour. 
It needs a simple majority from 
its eligible mortgage borrowers. 

However, (he uncertainty sur- 
rounding lhe publication of the 


draft Building Society Bill could 
throw a spanner in foe works. 

“There is a possibility, de- 
pending on when the bill is pub- 
lished, that it may cause a 
delay." the spokesman said. 

The bill Is expected to pub- 
lished soon and Angela Knight, 
the Treasury minister, is 
adamant that building societies 
which become hanks should 
lose their protection against 
takeovers if they bid for other 
financial institutions. 

This lias angered Alliance & 
Leicester, which has made no 
secret of its ambition for ac- 
quisitions once its becomes a 
bank. U argues that Mis Knight 
is taking the bill farther than was 
originally intended. 

The society also argues that 
it may haw to rewrite its lengthy 
transfer document, which forms 
the basis of today's vote, if the 
law is changed. ' 

Alliance Leicester is the 
first of the converting societies 
to hold a special general meet- 
ing to approve its plans. Hali- 
fax. Woolwich and Northern 
Rock arc holding their meetings 
in the new year. 


Branson backs off 
from Air Liberte bid 




• The Channel Tunnel managed to increase passenger traffic 
last month, despite the fire, but the accident has hit lorry num- 
bers. Eurotunnel, the operator, said Le Shuttle carried 142,047 
cars in November, up from 129,286 a year earlier, while passen- 
gers travelling on the Eurostar rose from 283,180 to 295,161. But 
lorries carried on Le Shuttle freight service slid from 411263 tu 
33,182 in November. The company said traffic levels had been 
affected by the fire, which took place on 18 November, but added 
that the figures “demonstrate foe strong development ofEuro- 
tunnel’s Le Shuttle services during tbe last 12 months.'’ 

• The Department of Trade and Industry invited comment by 
16 December on a potential referral to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission of the proposed acquisition of Porterbrook 
Leasing by Stagecoach. The DTI said it will soon make a final 
decision cm whether to refer the acquisition to the commission. 

■ Swiss Reinsurance is buying Istitoto Nazionale delle Assieu- 
razioni's reinsurance subsidiary for around SFr500m (£230m) in 
a move to expand its business in Italy. Swiss Re, the world's second- 
largest reinsurer, said it will acquire Unionc Italians di Riassi- 
curazione in two stages, buying a 49 percent stake at the beginning 
of 1997 and the remainder at the end of the year. "By establish- 
ing a significant local presence in Italy. Swiss Re expects to ex- 
pand materially its reinsurance business in the Italian market,” 
the company said. Swiss Re concluded a $2.7bn purchase of Mer- 
cantile & General from Prudential last week. Bloomberg. 

• Eidos has exchanged contracts for the sale of its Silicon Dreams 
game development business for a minimum £500,000 to a com- 
pany to be called Silicon Dreams Studios, controlled by Geoff 
Brown. Mr Brown is currently an Eidos executive director but 
will become a non-executive director on completion. 

• Home-stake Mining launched a $23bn (£1.4bn) agreed 
takeover bid for Santa Fe Pacific Gold. The merged company will 
have the largest reserves among North American gold companies, 
and ranking second in annual output Tbe move follows an un- 
solicited S2hn bid on Friday for Santa Fe by Newmont Mining. 

• Premier Oil said its offer for Discovery Petroleum, an Aus- 
tralian oil group, has been made wholly unconditional The bid 
has been' extended until 23 December. 

• National fterfring COiporntion. the National Car Parks to Green 
Flag breakdown services group, said the improvirige^onnccfr- 
mate was helping to improve profits, despite a faJlfrom £21m to 
jnn Sm in thelatesi half year. New technology investment at NCP 
was substantially completed and “a fairly ambitious cost-savmg pro- 
gramme” was now underway, the company svcL wfo iGreen Hag, 
formerly National Breakdown, . opeewd to undeigosmnar treat- 
ment next year. The interim dividend rises a quarter to Z5p. 

• Mulberry; the up-market leather goods retailer, is looking for- 
ward to a "saiisfaetoiy" year, despite deepening losses. In rfs i&sl 
set of results since it floated on die Altematwc^w^em Mar- 
ket in May. the group announced that its pre-tax deficit had 
widened from fSlflOflto £475.000 in lhe six months to Septem- 
ber. A maiden dividend of 0.75p is being paid- 
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Biotech shares 
get boost as 
trials progress 


Virgin Express, the regional 
airlme owned by Richard Bran- 
son, has decided against mak- 
ing a hid for the troubled Air 
liberte. The decision clears 
the way for British Airways to 
buy the ailing French carrier. 

“We do not have the kind of 
willingness to lose as much 
money as 1 think whoever buys 
this company will lose. We just 
decided to back off and see what 
other opportunities would arise 
from time to time in France,” 
said Jonathan Ornstein. chief 
executive of Virgin Express. 

BA, in partnership with Ban- 
que Rivaud of France, has been 
the leading contender in tbe race 
to acquire Air Liberte since an- 
nouncing in October it planned 
to give Air Liberie a FFx630m 
(£73m) capital injection. 

Mr Omstein had said earlier 
he planned to lop the bid by BA. 
“There are other opportunities 


wc are looking at in France," he 
added. 

.Air Liberte. founded in 1 9S8, 
lost FFr65Dm in the first nine 
months of 1996 due to a fare 
war and poor passenger num- 
bers at the airline in the run-up 
to full liberalisation of French 
airspace. 

BAs offer has to be approved 
by the creditor of Air Liberte, 
which has gone into adminis- 
tration. 

Mr Ornstein, who believed 
BA would remain the only 
bidder, said Air Liberte had a 
negative operating margin of 
almost 40 per cent, making any 
investment “tough”. 

He added: “In the airline 
business if you have an operat- 
ing margin of 8 per cent you're 
basically under water. 1 don't 
know who else could afford to 
buy them. It’s an expensive 
purchase." 


He said he was not criticising 
BAs purchase of Air Liberte, as 
they had a very long-term 
strategic view. “It's just a ques- 
tion of what is the long-term 
view and where do you want to 
he 111 years from now,” he xald. 

“These guys have a tremen- 
dous dominant position at 
Heathrow that literally allows 
them to print money, that can 
allow you to basically go to 
places like this and absorb huge 
losses while you sort of run the 
other guy dry.” 

The BA joint plan with Ri- 
vaud aims to get Air liberte 
back to break-even in 1999. The 
plan will safeguard 1.250 out of 
1,400 jobs at the carrier. BA 
would get a 70 per cent stake 
and Rivaud 30 per cent. 

Both companies are also pav- 
ing the costs of running .Air 
Liberte during administration, 
estimated at FFrlSOm. 
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Magnus Cfrimond • 

Celltech and Chirosdence, two 
of the UK's leading biotech- 
nology groups, saw their shares 
jump yesterday after plans for 
kite-stage clinical trials brought 
them closer to launching drugs 
in 1998. 

Celltech saw its shares rise 
12.5p to 500p on news of en- 
couraging trial results for its 
treatment for blood and bone 
marrow cancer, which could 
provide an alternative to 
chemotherapy. The company, 
which is today expected to report 

its first-ever annua] profits, said 
its partner, American Home 
Products, would move to the fi- 
nal stage of testing required be- 
fore the drug cm receive official 
approval expected in late 1998. 

Chirosdence announced that 
it had won approval from the 
US Food and Drug Adminis- 
tration to start clinical trials on 
itsLevobupKocaine anaesthetic, 
which could give it dearance to 
market the drug from the mid- 
dle of 1998 if all goes well. A 
programme of 15 phase ID tri- 
als m the US and Europe has 
already begun. Chirosdence 
shares rose 1 Ip to 329p. 

The latest Celltech tests cov- 


ered 36 US sufferers of acute 
myeloid leukaemia who had 
faded to respond to existing 
treatments. Two were said to 
have shown a complete re- 
sponse to the treatment, with all 
leukaemia cells eliminated from 
foe blood and bene marrow and 
blood cell counts restored to 
normal. Three others respond- 
ed partially. The main side-ef- 
fects were foe onset of fever and 
chills and two patients suffered 
from high blood pressure. 

Bster F e liner, chief executive, 
said he was very gratified by the 
results. "'We are very surprised we 
saw such a major response from 
these patients. ... Our feeling is 
if we can get at patients who are 
not at death's door, ie people who 
have had a first round of treat- 
ment and relapsed, we have a 
much higher chance of effecting 
long-term remission." 

Phase Wm studies will now 
start early next year in 10 cen- 
tres in North America involving 
50 patients. Celltech has upped 
its initial estimate of peak rev- 
enues of $100 to $250m to over 
5200m after the efienaon of the 
drug's use to longer-term 
chronic myeloid leukaemia, as 
well as the acute form of foe dis- 
ease. 
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Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

Border Tblevision, foe tiny ITV 
company for the English- 
Scottish border regions, yes- 
terday revealed it was in talks 
to buy Sunderland Radio, the 
Tyne Tbes local radio station. 

The talks, which are believed 
to be at an advanced stage, 
could see Border take 100 per 
cent of Sunderland City, which 
broadasts a mix of popular mu- 
sic from foe 1960s, 70s and 80s, 
as well as local news and com- 
munity information. 

BOtder already operates Cep- 
tury Radio, the regional radio 
franchise for foe North-east of 
England, which covers the same 
broadcast area as Sunderland 
Giy. As a consequence; the Ra- 


dio Authority would review foe 
transaction under its public- 
interest powers. 

Sunderland is owned by Min- 
ster Radio, one of country’s 
smaller radio groups, which 
also controls foe York-based 
Minster FM service. GWR, one 
of the UK's leading commercial 
radio companies, has a 27 per 
cent holding in Minster Radio. 
Radio Investments, another 
small commercial radio group, 
ownsa 28 percent stake. 

The Radio Authority, the 
sector watchdog, said yesterday 
a takeover of the station would 
be acceptable only if the pub- 
6c interest test was met and pro- 
vided the new owners respeoed 
foe “promise of performance" 
agreed when foe eight-year li- 
cence was awarded in 1995. 
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Why wise men will be thinking 
about gold investments now 


A man catches a cdd 

and the rumours spread 





G old, frankincense and 
myrrh: of the wise 
men's three gifts only 
gold has retained, through two 
millennia, its place in our imag- 
ination. “Gold cards" “gold ser- 
vice". “gold accounts" - banks 
and the rest of the commercial 
world still use the image to pro- 
claim quality. But if the aura 
continues, for the last 15 years 
at least gold has been a poor 


about 1530 and 1600. Then 
pnees rose roughly 10-fold, as 


Jtey did between 1960 and 

1"Q. AH Other inflarinnc haw* 


investment Not only does it not 
pay interest and through the 


pay interest and through the 
1980s real interest rates have, 
unlike in the 1970s. been pos- 
i itive. The long-term trend of in- 
flation seems to be down and 
one of the prime reasons for 
people holding gold has been 
as a protection against de- 
basement of the currency. 

The tonger-fenn trends in the 
gold price are set out in the 
graphs: on the left what has 
been happening to the actual 
price since 1970, and on the 
right the real price since 1863, 
with the dollar price deflated by 


the US consumer price index, 
and 1863 price taken as base 
100. The message is pretty 
clear. In money terms there was 
the re-rating of gold during the 
1970s, corresponding with the 
decade of inflation, but since 
then, even in money terms, the 
gold price has fallen steadily. 

In real terms the drop is 
sharper, as shown in the other 
graph. The average real price 
for gold, against that 1863 base, 
is just over 60, pretty much the 
same as the present price of 
around $360 an ounce. In other 
words, gold now is not only 
cheaper than it was for the last 
40 years of the 19th century; it 
is also back to the average 
price of the last 130 years. 

When you try to work out 
real values for something as 
volatile as gold, you have to try 
to establish what constitutes 
normality. Dearly the experi- 
ence of the last 30 years, the 
great inflationary boom, is very 
abnormal. Inflations like that 
only occur every three of four 
hundred years: the only previ- 
ous period in English history 
since 1250 when there was 
rapid inflation was between 


i^9Q. AD other inflations have 
se *J n prices perhaps double — 
an d then that rise be largely re- 
''Sfsed. If normality is stable 
prass, and there is a reasonable 
^pectation that this will con- 
what hope is there for an- 
°“*cr boom in the price of gold? 

very hand to see another 
boom like that one shown in 
the spike on the right hand 
graph. In the view of the edi- 
tors of The International Bank 
&£dil Analyst, from whom that 
graph is taken, gold will indeed 
continue to underperform oth- 
er assets and its real price will 
erode. They conclude that de- 
spite the recent fall in prices, 
k is not a good time to get back 
into golcLThe fact that the real 
price is back close to its US 
1863-1996 average does not 
mean that it wo a’ t continue on 
downwards, just as it did be- 
tween 1863 and 1920, and be- 
tween 1941 and 1971. 

That is probably right - but 
only probably. Remember that 
investment in gold is an insur- 
ance policy. If currencies or 
other finanoal assets, for what- 
ever reason, become untrust- 
worthy, gold will retain at least 
some of its value. It may some 
primitive, but a lot of people in 
the world do believe (with 
some justification) that if they 
have a few gold bars under their 
bed at least they won’t starve. 
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Gold is now not 
only cheaper 
than it was for 
the last 40 years 
of the 19th 
century; it is back 
to the average 
price of the last 
130 years 


m^orcurrendesarestaWe,3JtKi 
offer solid returns in the shape 
of positive real interest rates. 
Other financial assets, in par- 
ticular equities, offer an op- 
portunity to share in the 
growing wealth of the wodd. In- 
flation, already beaten in the 
developed world, wfll soon be 
on the retreat in die develop- 
ing countries and in the former 
communist countries too. 

Further support for this view 
comes from a look at the 
physical market For nearly a 
decade gold production has 
Med to keep up with rising de- 
mand. Between 1986 and 1995 
demand rose by 49 per cent, 


demand rose by 49 per cent, 
driven principally by rising 
wealth m Coma ana India. 


Looking ahead there are, as 
always, two views. One, and to 
judge by the gold market’s 
performance in recent months, 
this is the do minan t one, is to 
say that the period of stability 
into which we are moving 
renders gold unnecessary. The 


But while these sources of de- 
mand seem likely to continue 
to grow; » too may production. 
The former Soviet Union is 
likely to boost supply, and tra- 
ditional producers, m particu- 
lar South Africa could also 
increase supply. Production 
there has actually fallen by 
about 20 per cent over the last 
three years, and the govern- 
ment is seeking ways of en- 
couraging a revival. New 
capacity tends to have low pro- 
duction costs, so investment in 
it will continue even if the 
price continues to fall. Finally, 
there is the overhang of central 
bank gold, including gold held 
in the coffers of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, and the 
possibility some this will be sold. 


There is, however, an alter- 
native argument, which runs 
like this. True, the long-term 
trend of gold may be flat, but 
it is not necessarily downwards. 
On a long historical view the 
present price is not too bad. 
There are a number of possi- 
ble factors which in the com- 
ing years might make gold 
more attractive, irrespective 
of what happens to inflation. 

For a start we should not be 
so confident about the security 
of national currendes. One of 
the most important world cur- 
rencies, the German mark; 
may disappear in the next five 
years. The yen is liable to be- 
come weak as Japan’s ageing 
population runs down exrei^ 


assets to help pay for health 
care. Even the dollar carries 


The price of gold - two measures 
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care. Even the dollar carries 
rids, for in a decade the US has 
moved from being the world’s 
largest net creditor nation to 
the world's largest debtor. 

Add in the fact that the gov- 
ernments of all developed 
countries (with the possible ex- 
ception of the UK) have accu- 
mulated large, unfunded 
pension liabilities, as weD as sig- 
nificant public sector debt, and 
the underpinning of the main 
currencies may' not be so se- 
cure. As for other asBds, in par- 
ticular equities, values are quite 
high at die moment At some 
stage in the next few years there 
will be a readjustment, maybe 
a severe one, and as doubts and 
fears rise expect some of the 
clever money to be shifted to 
gold. Not very much aeeds to 
be shifted to have a sharp im- 
pact cat the price. And as noted 
above, in much of the fastest- 
growing countries, gold has a 
ran tinning allure. 

Which view is right? My own 
suspicion is that the balance of 
probability is that the first, the 
bear case, will be the do minan t 
one for the next decade or 
more. But there is a strong mi- 
nority possibility that as some 
stage in the next 10 years there 

will be some upheaval, some dii- 
con tin ufty, in the world eco- 
nomy which we cannot predict 
And then, for a while a least 
gold will again be king. 


David Webster, chairman- 
elect of Safeway, is the subject 
of all manner of wild rumours 
at the moment. One story cir- 
culating last week was that Mr 
Webster had missed the 
group's recent results presen- 
tations because his house had 
been burgled and that he and 
his wife had been tied up for 
several hours before the boys 
in blue came to the rescue. 

Other versions of the story 
wait further, with some say- 
ing that not only had Mr 
Webster been burgled but 
kidnapped too, hence the no- 
show. 

Safeway was keen to set the 
record straight yesterday, say- 
ing there was nothing sinister 
behind Mr Webster’s absence. 
“I don’t know where all these 
things are coming from. He 
had a bad cold." 


People &J3usijl?i|^ 



Also the subject of wild ru- 
mours is Jonathan Benda, 


Not kidnapped: Safeway chairman-elect David Webster 

the shop with his entire board SS^SMB^tomaiuigc 


city PR firm. The PR world 
was agog with the initial story 
that he was leaving to become 
a clown (“No change there 
then", said one Brunswick 
“friend"). 

Later reports suggested he 
was leaving to become a 
magi cian (the Great Benda is 
a member of the magic cir- 
cle). This seemed more likely 
as the transition from conjur- 
ing up stories to pulling small 
furry animals out of hats 
would appear a simple one. 

Sadly, neither are true, 
thou gh one thing seems dear, 
he is leaving. Mr Benda re- 
mained tight-lipped an the 
subject yesterday though he 
did threaten to saw me in half 
at one point. Sources close to 
the Great Malfonso say he is 
quitting set up a business." 
More news as it comes in. 


on Saturday. 

Finance director Brian 
McClusfcy manned the till (he 
was rather slow and ham- 
fisted. by all accounts). Mr 
Hunter undertook a range of 
tasks including selling train- 
ing shoes to spotty youths and 
cleaning up in the canteen. 

“It was hard work but you 
learn much more doing that 
than during a whole series of 
meetings," Mr Hunter said. 
“It’s not a publicity stunt, 
we’ve been doing it since we 
started 12 years ago." 

He said Saturday's venture 
bad proved so successful that 
the directors would serve in a 
shop at least three times a year. 
Perhaps if Liam Strong had 
tried this then Sears would 
have not got in such a mess 
with Oly mp us in the first place. 


German owners to manage 
the club and arrange a salt. 


He is hoping to raise 
£350.000 for the club, which 
recorded a loss last year after * 
the previous franchisee * 
brought in transvestite 
cabaret acts in an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to boost trade- 
Cross-dressing and Jeder- 
hosen will apparently not 
form part of the fund-raising 
prospectus- "We don't want 
to have thigh slapping and 
bratwurst," Mr Agcr says. He 
already has several local busi- 
nessmen willing to invest but 
is hoping to generate interest 
from business angels who 
might ordinarily back west 
End shows. 
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Thm TTmitw, manag in g riirec- 

tor of Sports Division, got a 
shops assistant’s view of 
Christmas trading at the 
weekend when he put in a 
shift at the sports retailer’s 
Oxford Street store. 

Mr Hunter, whose 240- 
strong chain acquired Olym- 
pus Sports from Sears earlier 
this year, reported for duty at 


London's second oldest night- 
club is looking for new share- 
holders to fund a refurbish- 
ment programme that will turn 
it into an all-singing, all danc- 
ing cabaret dub. 

The Rheingold club, locat- 
ed in a narrow street off 
Oxford Street, was founded in 
1959 and new chairman 
Christopher Ager claims only 
Ronnie Scott’s is older. 

Mr Ager, an enthusiastic 
theatrical producer, has been 


Fervreen Warsi, founder of 
Derby-based ethnic food 
company S&A Foods has 
been named Woman Entre- 
preneur of the World at a 
presentation in London. 

Ms Warsi, who was runner- 
up in the Veuve Dicquot 
businesswoman of the year 
award two years ago. started 
S&A in her kitchen in 1987. 

It now achieves annual sales ifr, 
of more than £30m supplying .' 
ethic ready made dips and 
sauces to supermarket groups 
including Asda and Safeway. 

Nigel Cope 
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Davis injury ‘virtually unbeatable’ 




Racing 

1 RICHARD EDMONDSON 

Richard Davis, the National 
Hunt jockey, who died in a fall 
at Southwell in July, would 
probably not have been saved 
even if the racecourse’s much 
criticised safety procedures 
been up to scratch, a coroner 
was told yesterday. 

Davis, 26, was killed by dev- 
astating injuries sustained when 
Mr Sot struck the firet fence and 
capsized. An inquest in Mans- 
field yesterday heard that the 
jockey’s liver was tom and there 
was considerable rfanragp to 
his vena cava, one of two large 
veins that convey blood to the 
heart. He lost eight pints of 
blood before suffering heart fail- 
ure. 

It was considered at the time 
that a 39-minute delay in trans- 
ferring Davis between ambu- 
lances may have contributed to 
his death, but this theory was all 
but extinguished yesterday by 
John Doran, a consultant sur- 


geon at the Queens Medical 
Centre in Nottingham. He said 
that even if Davis had been giv- 
en immediate treatment it 
would haw been difficult to save 
him. "It is an injury that is vir- 
tually untrea table," he said. Dr 
Alan Stevens, a consultant 
pathologist, added: ‘'It was a se- 
vere compression injury and I 
believe the most likely way for 
itto happen was by heavy pres- 
sure on the abdomen." 

Davis had visited the stables 
of Laura Shally, Mr Sax’s train- 
er, in the build-up to the race. 
“Richard had gone up to Mbs 
ShaDy’s but there wasn’t any- 
where to school the horse over 
fences, so he ended up giving 
the horse a gallop instead,* 
Luke Harvey, who also rodein 
the Southwell race, told the 
court 

Just before the novices’ hand- 
icap chase the two men had spo- 
ken Ll We were rather jokingly 
discussing our chances,” Harvey 
said. “He felt an anticipation 
about the race but none more 
so than the rest of us." Harvey 


added that Mr Sox “seemed 
dumbstruck" as he approached 
the initial obstacle. “In that sit- 
uation you are just a passenger," 
he said. “If they don’t help 
themselves there’s not much you 
can do." 

The death of Davis - the sev- 
enth jockey killed in action in 
Britain during the past IS years 
- initiated an inquny into safe- 
ly arrangements at SonthwelL 
A Jockey Chib report released 
yesterday expressed concerns 
about medical facilities at the 
course. In particular, there was 
criticism of the ambulance cov- 
er. The Jockey Club’s instruc- 
tion 11 stares there should be 
at least one “front line para- 


medic ambulance staffed by 
someone who is National 
Health Service Training De- 
partment-trained and in active 
service as a paramedic". On 19 
July, Southwell racecourse was 
covered fay a private ambu- 
lance service, Ambulink. which 
they were subsequently advised 
not to re-employ. The report 
added that “serious concern 
has focussed on the quality of 
the ambulance and the qualifi- 
cations of the crew as required 
by the Jockey Qub. These are 
the subject of further investi- 
gation which may be referred to 
the Disciplinary Committee.'’ 

Southwell’s safety net subse- 
quently caused one of the more 


Mole Board dies on gallops 


The 14-jear-oId hurdler Mole 
Board collapsed and died yes- 
terdaj: His tnrinei; Jim Old, was 
on board Mole Board, super- 
vising his string on the gallops, 
when the veteran crumpled, 
trapping him beneath the geld- 
ing. Old, who was just bruised. 


said; ‘T knew he was going 
down, I just couldn’t get off in 
rime.” A veteran of four Cham- 
pion Hurdles, Mole Board be- 
came the oldest horse ever to 
take part in the race when he 
finished eighth to Alderbroofc at 
the age of 13 in 1995. 


HYPERION 

1230 EuroBnk The Lad (nb) 230 Albendne 

LOO Mount Serrath 3JOO At The Grave 

L30 Moonax 330 Lovely Rascal 

200 Brazil Or Bust 

GOING; Chases - Good (Good to Soil tn places); Handles - Good lo Soft (Soft in places). 

■ RJtJd-faand, toeJ course. Bon-ta HOOytte 

■ Cotnre junction A) mdABM. Baabtgiloa station (senke bom London, Stag* 
Croaal e mile away. ADMISSION: Members £12; Paddock £8 (Staten* £4); Course 44. 
CAE PARK; Picnic area £ I ; ran*m<fcr free. 


LEADING TRAINERS WITH KUNNERSe K Balkar - 21 wtaiere from 65 nnmos to a 
nulo of giving s return to 1 31 tod date of +S34J38; J Gifford - 16 winners, 
68 runners, 32. Ik, +4032; D Nicholson - 12 winners, 45 runners, 26.7%, +£27 33H; F 
Murphy - 13 winners, 33 nmm, 109%, -67.25; T Forster - 1 1 winners, 51 nmnero, 
21.6%, -£30.65; N Henderson - 9 winners, 36 runners, 2S£4k, +55.33: G HnMoxd - 
9 winners, 49 runners, 18.4%, +43JBO 

LEADING JOCKEYS: A Magnb* - 20 winners, 100 Ma. 20* 6837; J* HMe - Jft 
wtarato, 53 rides. 30.2%, +S27.I7;N WmUmcm- 13 winners, 57 rides, 218%, 4238; 
RDvsvsoodr- 13 winners, 87 rides, 14.9%, -£31.33; D Bridgwater - 12 winners, 72 
rides, 10.7V +37.79; W Ms nun - 10 winners, 48 rides, 20-8%, +421.38. 
BUNKERED FOOT TfMK: None. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS; None 

LONG DISTANCE KONNEBSi SEdadUnp -00), JynjsaJotosyGmO),BMt HnnetPd 
QL0O)& Lovely Raee»l(33CI)sm 239 mites by JJO*Nea ftgnisfelttto'Wbod End, Canfrris. 

fioqnl FLAT JOCKEYS CtASflNG HURDLE (CLASS F) £2£50 added 
1~™1 2m UPyds Pewdty Value £2^85 

1 120134 ARABIAN BOLD (MB (31) (Cg (A C W Price) R Jute* 8 11 B Pttoey 

2 232594 SUtSEnMNCPtm)mLBuelftriein)LlRneiS)MnMnacieyBll6 BUretf) 

3 426350 AD0B»DaBlSI0HtBg)PiqtW*Dungf)PVyWawntl5U0 XAkpm(7) 

4 61322G- HUMMCIHE (AD (530) (DJ (jnfe M Mm) 0 BUCM 9 110 /Ptoffl 

5 243/322- Ell LUCY (FFQ (361) (Cnwiti C<rtrac»iiJ K Bute 9 10 11 AUntb 

6 5S6CM3- FOMWKJStBmUfolUflWAtotf Gbtttt«8:1011 BCHXwd 

1 400-OQP WOODLMDSS<BIGY(4Q{Wbo(lBKkWaoaaiestike}Pnieliaid519 6 — H Hutey 

B OUOO-EP SMNB LUCKY (U) P)(A G Btoctmn) A BtacMnae 11 10 5 DSkjmeB 

9 004- QUaiWOBKpBA) t2W5(JcflPe«ra)JPtBre8 4103 VSndtti 

-nd w kwd- 

BEniW 7-4 Stuny Bmi; »-( EnM Tte iod, IMhi^ 7*1 B*w> ^ Airtla* 

l£-l QuAsott, 25-1 Added ttamko, 33-1 nOm 
1995: Batiks &S 7 H 1 M Bremen 8-1 (0 &e®an) 12 on 
FORM HUH* 

SUHHEY DANCER mqr not lie the Ibrce he was before tie Injured htmsatf flrtsfdngiNnJ to 
Atoura at Knrnpton In October 1995. but he has shown that ha raM retains quite a Wt'of '! 
ability. fWshlng an encowstfng BWi on tfw Flai (tt Fbttsttote test rnontn. He court man- . 
age only a distant Ibuttn to Torti BKxfte ar'AMtrae an teiwuhtto twmg, barthfe'iepra- 
serts a Ug droo In dess and he is worth one more chance. Em** U» tad Mao possesses 
useftj] Item over IxorSas. liwmg flwshod second TO OiW-Mirifato In tl» Swdnn Hmficap 
HunJe at Haydock In May 1995. Twfco second to Distort Echo, at Stratford and Uttnoenr. 
the W touring month, he Iran not run since, so Is probably best watched wbtf. Briogya beg 
mirtBes tom does not come enywhera close to Sumy Dancer* and £uro*nk TTe Loft and 
he beta a recent run. have* ooen absent since finishing unond In a South*** ctefcner on 
tf* Pa m June. Foatsmaya has not run am Mshtog thud » Barney* Ofth ihto race a 
year sff>, wrda Added Dimension was well beaten behind Supemdch on hta wtun at WW- 
sor. Sotocttoic SURREY DANCER 

ft hhl WHAT A BUCK MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS F) £3,600 added 
M 3m Penalty value £2915 

1 52632F AMBHt SPARK flltt} f7) fEf) [R E Bnrtnnrti) D GandcKo 7 11 0 ROomm* 

2 F MAmflEmRlSBaaa4UnABMlvBU0 CUsMdya 

3 «KSWBA«0ll(MH\»sOn)MWfcam7U0 NrHHteli 

4 4404 mira(Nq07]MsiEUmRfrfiaffBae)r6aii«i7ii<j tag 

5 661256- Ml SiaiJNB (US*) (32U (G C Hrt D Wtens 7 11 0 koRNi 

0 ooojo-5 JMSia«w(Bpt2fln)ei»i»jwn8w«Diii^^ amw** 

7 QW-3 MOUNT saawra (BE) Pte (Ms WrwnCfcggCEffrtxiBllO lOrtoma 

B 465444 (JUltAaCBOSSEnM ^teinWi»*Wd)EO«U110 PJKaoa^ h tq 

9 25/p-p ROUED B0U>(6) (Pmi J eris) Mssverosa WOeins7 110 RIM 

10 3- SUDB)im(RQ(2aq(MJscaiel«BelaR|4jJ07M7UO COteqar 

12 842-25? suaw »«1 i*E) P’. 5*i Trrod» PfWBSn) J OOoeS BUD PMda. . 

12 05005- SMS6tXCIlC(B&)(2B7)MsGRnJBSS0|))AJBS0p7U0 VSmta 

13 THEWWIIAUOeCWIpBoMMaDHaWTllO 1 H 7—1 01 

14 42 RlflET MUSK (SE) U5) JBf) (ITw ftushmsteoO P Hcbbe 5 10 13 MAflt«nld 

15 5R642-5 PEAIB.9S(UQ(NaAAShJC9)DMiM9on7109 RBetony 

10 124340 SHBW (US4) (22J 6 Kkteig? J Rckeng f 109 WM Mao 

-Ifidactsred- 

BETT1NG: 3-1 Moant Seiretk, 74 Sspr W, 5-1 Amber Spark, 8-1 SgdtnM, 14-1 BoMIs Bkdo, 
Pnail ^nw, 16-1 ottms 

1996: Masttf OhSkob 6 U 0 J F Tdtay M (Mss H 17 im 


FORM GUIDE 

forest MUSK, ptaosd In pomutHXJWs n Ireland, has run wen both starts m ttas coun- 
xry.tiniihirg fourth id Mr Madiham in a Sondow bumper and then runner-up to ImpressM 
BneraW Statament at FMfestone n a noriu hunfa. Pl«p Note* has datedan not to hang 
about racing iho Strong Gaia twe-yeor-old over hurtSes and me dwaswi can pay off with a 
vtawy on h« daoui mer regteatlan fences. Amber Spar* just feded to gat tha better « 
MamW> CnoiOB tsuocestful at FbihesBne yesterday) fci a Ptumpton roaldan ertosa having 
finished an encomDng third to Puntars Overtusd on hK chasing debut A Newnon Abbot 
test month. An earfyMtera: the Devon courea last flme wfian twortte fbr a handosp chose, 
he has sverychanM m ttss pade. So does i£%-«aced Mount Semlh, sewn tengttis seo- 
ond to Don Du Csdran on Ns iMpeomnce at tkreM. Ha Ml on Ms final two steits test 
— on. to it was good u m nm got round, and la had run reoBy wal h Nb only other 
race last tenn, finMVng second m Ssrrdee (stablernan to my sdactlonl mlaurrmn. Sdda- 
oflig a to aro i n g . Nftuae a usefai prewar « liteand Out an only oneetetaeason. fin- 
Ishing a wed-beaten thhd ot loir to PsnwYs Bay at Wattietby. Ha a better than he showed 
mere. Sqg» HB tree shown up was bi tits three nns this season, most recently when aec- 
ond to Soto Gent over courea and distance. VAnnaig pontar BH Ardda was backBd at long 
odds prior to tafilng 3t the tot at Towcester on SaEirdey- Selection: FOREST MUSK 

pTonl FRENDS OF ISRT NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3fiOO added 
I 2m UDyrfs Pemdty V^ue £2,653 

1 6-5FF5 N. WUtt. (U] fttosJ LWson) J ietens 41012 WMntaV 

2 U» BOBSnmP7n0iteMaaMMToni|iM41()£7 Rttatfres 

3 03- CADE6Bff(«3qo]DnadQNT«remOadn51012 CHreugin 

4 D- ttjjnW(M9tW>tENTtaae)HB8tey53012 CgDrew 

5 66 DA5H*NnCU90eHHMF}i»PBrtrWBrtp)DMrtiolson51O12 R MKsay (3; 

6 244534- lATESTIHYTC (REJ (4Q2) firm Cap T Frisra B 10 12 AThofltan 

7 PGP- LOCH GARIMN (31^ MbRDCbM FMrpnyfi 10 12_Hka Orebotli Dojlfl H 

8 M00NAX (HQ (SfieM McWnnaifi B Ms 5 10 12 8 Du moody 

9 fdfiHT ttOCE WK8C0U3B JJeCksi OfikasAsBioaibnJHMo^n 4 ID 13 — US Ski tt 

10 B632-0S FS«0IEIAD|mDq(IVI|UsCNWBBfint^DNddM51D12MR1MM|^ 


11 SHARPKALU ABSBdM)NHendaafln41012 HAFtogasU 

12 3655 SYMPHtefTS SON (WE) (27) MaM 0 Mctotm 5 ID 12 AMs04m 

13 2-P WXBACXORE){llQ(VMcC8HMsaHKrl0A4 1012 IQttaree 

14 4 1HESOSBimp7fMtnDuianfJJa1m43013 MBotMey 

15 3- TOTAL JOY (0® (415) (P M Itaan) C Mam 5 10 12— IRMtn 

IB PCOO-P WOOOUNDS LAD TOO (4CHWD0dBirfs PPlMretf4 1012— RBeiny 

IT 06 B«iyQUHTH{VS)C15)[AKBH3^Hfa&5107 KGsok 

18 TOUNG ROSE IQede Modiqi nrtnaahdl PK mUibI 4 10 7 ,T Kent 

- IRiWre 1 - 

BEmNG: 04 Mooan, 7-1 PMr»a tad. M SbreyM. 104. latest fym. Syrapkm* Son, MU* 

Dance, The St&t; m aim 

19K: Ism 5 11 0 PH* 14-1 U TGMbnfi 19 an 

FORM HIDE 

MOOtMX,wbmsr of the 1994 St La0sr and runner-up in (koup Ones at LDn0BhCanp on his 
totes Bat runs, has the Champion Hurtle as hlsotyecdwi and MB need® malas a urfnnmg 
dbout hare 4 tm is to Ml* m« amtedon. Uds is a race best uweftad . tfuufffi as sdHatosh- 
Ing Moon®: has proved temperamertal ondw Flat MoonaxwH gn a e»die*i on mis fnr- 
tttng debm, as there are some other useful Jafthou^i no in the same dasa) rBcrurts from 
the Hbl Shaiplcai proved a uaefiii handtoappw on the Flat tarSr MaiKFituccn. winning 
at Ascot and LeiceEter.andJatoedIpctiyHen(lBison1or2S^)009»atheNeMmartatAij- 
'iilm9ai&'Kirti*TdoMo«rfitoa^ra^DiteMtMthevaiuati%i»ven^tetonKtnnd- 
icatJ at the Ascot Feoliial In 1995 Mtan »*h Good Lawts. He stawed tebe last season but 
mad hateemy dance VttMtg to DurSbb. Till Badrbaat CMcodada sftorf hsad«cne)- 
tanhent on hfcj hunting detnit tore season, onty to tow the race In tire stowartrf room. He 
‘wunotseeiidutapin uhJS'WarwctftBn.days ap when puAad n lonto^ race treport- 
edfir choired) end thet nit should Iwe put a bit of an edge on him. The Stager pve only 
Mted enowngsmew on hta hwdlng tow whan firum to ReM lha Forea at Ascot. Hhfia 
Bob* Moyhas iKoanwdisappandng S rie cfl o w M00NAX 

ron n l SK PETER CROSSMAN ISRT NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
1^AIU| (CLASS D) £5JOOO added 3*n UOyds Penalty Value £3^55 

1 awo4* 

2 0150- SF MiAZI. OR BUST (ME) Ufl 0B)CB() (Ms CA Wted PVMbvS 1110 IttoboiM 

3 345014- AMatMUEY(USA)P25)(BsMMCatynneiMDWItan5117 AThretoan 

4 1- SHMMSP80)rri»»BrdDwUius«ttKWte6U7 COUiwr 

5 U23F3-6 AM0IIBVBini8E(nq(14 WwdtMvfllEi)FMi]4VflU2 — HrR1lnaton(5) 

8 012(05 Bnraia«CZ7^ PEft*»«oiffl|0GarX*3to7lD5 JtDMoodyB 

7 540-024 TOTAL ASSET (32) (fay Fates) A Rtows 6 100 Rreylynas 

MMwn wetfic lOst Tn» tosSbap me&t TtM Asset 9K 3*i 

BETTtta 94 Jyoivai Jotam 34 Sretooa, *a Bred Or Bred; 51 Rhw Law*. 51 Arebsr Vatey, 
14-1 TotM Asset, 151 AaoOar VMtara 
1995: Am Itodr 7 U 12 B IMton 7-1 U WhsreK 7 mn 
FORU6UDE 

SSBQUS. a useful Flat oerformer. shewed that he says tne trip over Jumps whan warning 
on «s only outing ow hurdles at UUmeter last jwr. Now with Kim Bafley, he Is repcited 
to haw taken we» to jumpng fences at home and Is n« dm Died on this chastog debut. 
Biezl or Bust made a winning start to his chasing caw, beefing Sfcngst* a ne». the pair 
wefl dear, at Wanulck last month, but he fel early on at Folkestone next time. He can pose 
a threat despite top weight. Rker Lem, success** first tuna out at MAncanton tost sea- 
son, managed a third to Aadean at UngfeH In a tfmitor tnwa to this tost December and is 
on a (good mate compared id hunitos. Tatar Aeeet was uneurprain^y no match for MiA- 
gm atutnratar on Ms chasing bow, but his fourth was stffl e eredtobto effort Even from 
lib out of the handicap, he has a chance. Jymtare Many dtoappotoea at last time 
and mates limltad appeal Selection: SERIOUS 


bizarre passages in the Jockey 
Qub s year, when Dr Michael 
Tbmer, its chief medical advis- 
er, first offered bis resignation 
and then remained in his post 
after bis employers agreed to his 
plea for a formal inspection of 
the course's medical services. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
further refuted post-accident 
suggestions that Mr Sox was un- 
fit to run in the race. There had 
been an accusation that the five- 
year-old had run with a frac- 
tured pelvis, but the report 
added that “the veterinary sur- 
geon who attended the horse 
earlier in the summer has con- 
firmed that his examinations 
showed no evidence of any 
pelvic fracture", and that “nei- 
ther the Jockey Club veterinary 
officer nor the racecourse vet- 
erinary surgeon on duty at 
Southwell noticed any obvious 
sign of lameness in the paddock 
or on the way to the start'*. 

The inquiry also exonerated 
Laura Shally, whose yard met 
the requirements of a permit 
trainer, and at least one part of 



[O qnl NATIONAL HUNT JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£3,750 added 2m UOyds Penalty Value £3£47 

1 15Z3P-5 AintM O g (O&q qq EO| {Ws j Qxa i*s i Cttf 7 12 0 Tiara 

2 1130- QAME8M (HQ (374) (D) fltoi Nononj H Magpi 5 12 0 AS Smfeft 

3 42314-2 MAJOUS (WE) (J4) [»$ ArtBxm Antvx} J GUSTO bllT. PM 

4 14U053- HOST EQUAL (213) m (Heau KaiBbrO M Ftps 6 11 5 RIM0W 

5 CB/KXr- S30BU DUST (GOB) (D) (H J Suity tn) Mea H Knot T 11 5 JtDNvvoaOy 

6 2413-16 MEMlfliEpfEHSAJ (CO) (8F)(RSHo#J OStewotfolt 3 fOvbrene 

7 11-3330 CDBf DANCBipS) (DJ (BF) (Asriry^rero UsVRekCtof 4 11 0 GIm(3) 

8 3414241 JOMRA PUPOtCXIOt (31) R)} (Penpp^ Hag# A 3ieag 5 10 2 TByy 

9 V- YOUH8W HEART (IRE} (S68) (lartree DsOWi Farm US M hfejnes & 10 0 DSqm 

-Mriod. 

AMnuntia^toiac nue lantcae ^e^itYtiung At Hear 9a Xae. 

BEI7W& 9-4 Uariaa, 3-1 Ma«t Equal, 51 Stom Doit, 51 Edw Dn*t, 51 UstMtove. 12-1 Ybaotf 
At Heart, Jntesa Pwhfivteste, 14-t often 
139& Bwouna Bay 6 ll 4 P town 9-2 (Ms M Rcwleyl B ren 
FORM CUBE 

MOST EtNMl. who won mree tmes lasts eosoa a Wncemon, Lacesfer and Wawwch, tools 
best Martin Fipa Is aura to Have him fa tor tHs return and he is jusj 2Bj toowman when 
beating Ktoo* OoH fiy ft* tost wm. Ground contesons wd site tom as we< n any. aftnou#) 
he vrould not ware a any more tvrefing. Menoiove, who mode a winning reappearance at 
this course in Deleter, ms mri beaten behind Henrietta Howard on a return mat but can- 
not be docoumsd. Eden Dancer also ran po«1y last nma, behnd Fen Tomer at Kelso, haw- 
lt« b« a strong pace. He needs a fast surface. Storm Dust ■& wd bandkapped at tw best 
Un hn£ a long abence to overcome, as do Gtammerin and Yoong At Heart. Jemima Pud- 
tfleduck seems to have enough welgn. but me pregesswe Atertns looks sure to lun a toe 
raca Soieotiore MOST EQUAL , 

Iqnnl CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) j 
£4,200 added 2m 4f UDyds Penalty Value £2£68 I 

1 03240-3 ArUEGR0IE(m(U)M|crGm8LTSi«5)KBafev611 10 WIMM , 

2 15P14M) COUNT BARACWXS (USA) (10) (Q (Mb EH H esiN Ms E Haam 8 U 10 Kfireb ! 

3 CQ40FD EA5TH0USRM (30) (H0MUI KrtnereRl) J J ONai 7 U ID KHAtt 

4 334221- jmOALIBD(n3{194)|MBEENai4xu4NTnMa'7119 EHnbandB I 

5 4P5&15 PlATOtG IRUAMT (U) (BF) (D»d 0 Moon) D Gandcto B 10 ID DFOrtt 

6 1P5GS* VMaao(Z7}fAwiteu« A Fobs 8 10 3 ABetad Bnmai 

7 5-U0H60 MQPWlfiHIY UAN CtO| (Ml Kaon Wbocfteod) E Ua 10 10 0 DiKmmRb 

-7dtdtocd- 

MMnum we0c 10jt Tine hanks* we&t Honu to (An 9a UB. 

BEfTWEt 2-1 JndktN Raid, »-4 At The 9mm, T -2 PtoytoC ItareN, 51 Entt Houston, 12-1 Count 
Barectek, 151 Vtaatfs. 251 Mrew«My Itai 
1995: StelBs HRcrest 9 11 6 S Hwortb 51 IN B Iteni) 7 an 
FORM GUIDE 

AT THE GROVE, piaoed over fences in Ireland, made hto debut for Kim Baley at Wncanton 
In Die race won ty HffAara! Jac* and lannel to be ttoixt boater 12 lenfitfts. He vreaksned 
over the last three tences as ttou#i needing the run and was not 0*en a ham time. His 
jockey mbs nc* hard on ten and Imprewmai* can be objected. Ptaytag Truant, wno be« 
CWctettdcJy a tongth on hts Ewaar reappearance, Jrenped pootly at Barter non tone vimen 
a wolMxaffin fifth to General Pongo and Is not an easy tele. Conststm AutDcW HeM cored 
be tended if ft trails return. Hb wound t« last saosanwnft a langtfi success fiom Chan- 
nel Pastime a Herefort. his thw win, and Is juet 2lb higher- Count Bnradiato should at 
toast be fitter after his nin behind Fine Haven at Wanted!, Ws fire* race since May 1995- 
but the othare' are rffflcult to fancy. MorauKhty Mao b fettered by tostWnl to Scottish 
Bambl at Ludlow yesterday «i a skwAymi race. East HotMtan has tost fits my BteVtag- 
gto ««s puted up m ftorpftyitotls IMrcester tacs last time. SeSectioa: AT THE GROVE 

4 -9AI WEAUSSYSSniSOFTOMORRQWMTBQMBXAnENHFLAr 
rrrJ (CLASS HJELSSO added 2m 110yds Penalty Vaue£L385 

1 ABRU (Ms Bde U ftrtd K Bute 4 11 4 A Walt (7) 

2 0 ABaiESUSnCBM(RQ(Z7HMaJNtem«ssys)CJanes4U4 Mr E torn* 

3 BBflBHITO(MsLlJdh£KwJKaa*ySU4 M’RMWdeyfT) 

4 DOST RIDE (RO IP JBpra 5(444109 UdlNTreawDates 4 U.4 LtUtamCD 

5 0 FDnBrSLEAPQRQC»)(Mi*AMDB«)MtoiHI«4p|4114 l»A1Mto(7] 

6 0 N0RMM6TT DUKE (HQ (28) (C R M 4 $>ll C Mam A 11 4 IMapC(3) 

7 QUMCEBN7(M»AufetyUnterlOJbsng4 114 Ur R ttotoor 

8 B mHmRM£Ml03)(MmUAItnvd)}J&leacnA114 MNsn(9n{7) 

9 0 SOCIAL MSBaiRDY RRQ Rb (tXw89DnS0lSlc»l SGoai^b 5 114 — D J Kftmatfi (5) 


10 54 SIRQNGmf|RQMUGD0d)MsMltaeiBy5114 Glm($ 

11 THXt MAN CARIHI RRft ID B CtaM G Braoy 5 11 4 FUaRyffl 

12 5 UNKYnT QSB) (H J M UfetM H \ffibb 4 11 4 S M pbto MH ite B B 

13 BESSC 6RNM4E ftDP A lUtadl G KMM 4 ID 13 K Sards 

14 0 reaffHVE(2«B(BBtfchartSVftods4lD13 PHadayft) 

15 59 LCAiay RASCAL (3CJ (BF) (S S 6 Ha>KB J J OT'fee 4 ID Uc&afc (5) 

16 0 TOOtWS IASS pH IP Intel J Ptg c«4t4 ID 13 DRvtt[3) 

flEnTNC: 64 Lovetf Rasod, 51 Street M Owy Bids, 6-1 Bvn a mu , llFlfli ForTbe MU, 

2M FUteCs Lean, Besvto ffmvwi. 26-1 othea 
1995: Mny Moss 4 10 11 » F Htonty 10-1 ID WtUsonl 16 an 
FORM CUBE 

STRONG MINT has shown premise on both sons; fWsrtng fifth to Dretod at Wstncftiy end 
ftxrm id Antonocn Pmtca at Ayr. and could vrefl be ready to score now. tardy Rascal Is 
the other who ran be landed on racecourse evidence, lva*ig been a dose fifth to Martoto 
at HtyteK* and then nmer-un to MttsM Me®e at l*retonL Pick of the newcomers should 
be Benvenuto, Cosy Mde and That Man Carter. S ato ct ton : STRONG MINT 


sport 

Jukes banned 
after blunder 


Davis: ‘accidental death’ 

the SouLhweH workforce as the 
condjtion of the track was found 
io have made no contribution 
to Davis's death. 

Id his s umming up Dr Nigel 
Chapman, the No ttingham shire 

coroner, said' “There has been 
problems about the type of 
ambulance and medical ser- 
vices provided but both the 
pathologist and the surgeon 
said that even if the surgeon had 
been there at the time the out- 
come would have been the 
same." The jury returned a 
verdict of accidental death. 


Amateur rider Jamie Jukes was 

banned for a total of 12 days yes- 
terday taking the wrong course 
on Bironi. an odds-cra favourite 
at Ludlow. But the horse's 
trainer. Captain Tim Forster, 
fumed: *Ta take his licence 
away for ax months - he's an ex- 
perienced man who has ridden 
round here hundreds of times." 

Bironi runs in the colours of 
Mrs Michael Wiggjn, wife of the 
Ludlow chairman. Wiggin 
ftuned: “You get the leading 
amateur to ride the hone and 
Ihen be does that." 

Jukes and his mount had 
jumped just one fence of ihc 
three-mile race before the jock- 
ey steered his mount away from 
the water jump in from of the 
grandstand and took the hurdle 
course, astonishing racegoers. 

Realising his error. Jukes 
turned round and set off in pur- 
suit of his four rivals. After 
much hard work the pair had 


joined the tail of the field, in 
lengths off the leader. But they 
were held in third place when 

the seven -year- old hit the last 
fence and fell. 

A shaken Jukes said: “1 didn't 
see the water jump and if you 
look at the film I was never' go- 
ing to jump it. Captain Forster 
rightly went absolutely berserk." 
But Milton Bradley, trainer of 
the 16-1 winner Opal's TcnspoL 
remarked: 'Tm glad I got a jock- 
ey with brains!” 

Jukes was banned for 10 
days for taking the wrong 
course plus two days for using 
his whip in the forehand posi- 
tion down the gelding's neck on 
the run (o the second last. 

The rider added: “1 would 
like to convey my sincercst 
apologies to everyone con- 
cerned," he said. “I walked the 
course beforehand and have rid- 
den round here so many times. 
1 can't tell you." 



> iG BBMHMHTII 


St MbMob Fete—y |D McfroteonflOst) . 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 

Bookmakers' ante-post lists arc developments - best prices are 
racing's futures market. Read- in hold -in this sphere with The 
ers can catch up with the latest Independent's Thesday service. 


H ow (Ttamoftto gR) Cora! WgRoreHM 

ThaCrae Mat* IG Rcnanii/ltK t l 2W 4- 1 tel 

Qanwol WoRto fl FonaetflOstlb) IM JUM 

La Strasawio <T raWllsatb) lG-l M 

Ptet aoe Day iG »Chards9a7IP) 2D£ R-l 

Sony Bqy tC BroolaulQailOBrt M-l M 

St MbMob Fehwy |D MdioteonUOH) 12-1 10-1 

BMwwat Creff ip tacftoHaitf9sil3n» 10-1 1 4-1 

Enow Ua Poa IM PitosaPsiTM U4 ltvi 

EacfMnay a quener Die odds, pieces 1. 2, 3, 4 (Oicpaotv. Fik lay. ar December) 


Hqrsa tTralnetl Coral MRBara HIM Ladbwhaa Tate 

AMarbraok (K BaBevi tj 7-2 3-1 7- 2 

DoWBBatUOM! 8-1, _ 7^1 frl 

lanes AcMob IO Sterwpodt 7J B-l 5-1 B-l 

Space Tmcfcer (Mrs 1 H amnBOn) 14-1 24-1 1 0-1 1 4-1 


E aoartafliBia ID tectoilson) , 


Uhl MJr 29 i 

Eac/t-*ay a quarter the odUs. pfecas 1.2.3 iCfieAennam, fuesoby. 11 Msreft) 


1997 Triumph Hunfie (2m If 


8-1 8-1 8-1 8-1 


Each-way a quarter the odds, places 1. 2. 3 (CbeHennam. Thursday. 13 Afeuchl 




Master Oats IK I 


vd brofc— IWa 

3-1 31 

7-1 8 -1 

10-1 12-1 

121 24-1- 

l&l _U-1_ 
doubttil 16-1 

20-1 20-1 


I fiteholgonL 
Ban (Noel Tt 


Eoch-voy a quarter Vie akb, pbeesl, Z 3 (CheteVwn. Thwsdsy. 23 Marctu 


HYPERION 

3L2AO Emoratd statement UO Aktofck Ooiontade L40 
Mr Matt 210 RURELAINE (nap) ZAO Credon 3JO 
Equity’s Partita 340 Isineno 

GOING: Good U> soft (soil to pbceeX 

■ UA-hand, undulating coarse wlih sharp bends. Tricky dovrold) fence 
in back mraljjhi- Upfiffl. run-Sn ol 200yd»- 

■ Comae to off A275 small of Haywards Heath. PluinjWM station aifloins 

wsaae. ADMISSION: MteibrnSJaTottrasIhsa; Ooeneeifi. CAE RABKs 

M teensre ofc«»ui»e)<* U. 


BllNKBRKD FTBST TIMB: None. 

WINNBSS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG DISTANCS R2INNBB& K«ftrt(I.I0)8 General MwiktertSAO) 
sent Jfl” miles by M Pipe from Mctatashqpne, Devon; Beatson (1.40)8 
Seocbv ( l£- 40 ) sent 1 39 miles by E Buckler from Mriplaab, Donwc ura 
baa LUr C2_101 & little Hooligan (3.40) sent 136 mile** by R Hodges 
than Cbwfcun AdMn. Somcraet; Beaa BsHtonl (MO) A OMtoOW- 
tote U140I mm 129 miles by P NichoOs bom Mutettu, Somerset; Co>- 
pa- CaB il.WI & E*Um BrfJ (1240) sent 12S mflea to W Tnnvti trora 
Canon Denham, Somerset- 

Ito Afi l WTCHUNG NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3jpoo added 2m 4f 

1 4MD14 scorarpaiMtCDiRauatorsiiB--- 

2 1 QIHtALD SIMEMOff (IB) DSBafi81D12 

3 0 BtSUSH WWW W 5“° JJSSl 

4 jetf OF DIAMONDS R ffSUMn 8 Ifl £L - * 1 ™ 8 

5 mWWREVB*ffRBW51012 Pt ^ f *T 

G 5 MUKAH M R CtltB 5 10 12 _ — TTTTl f ST. 

7 41- SKUA 10 SPEAK 1287) Mas H HH84 4 10 12 Bftetea 

8 50W) HAtAMBaiBWTunerAlDT— sown 

9 061 FP QIBatOF'WESU«(32) H >W tf 7M7 

— 9 tfc ef ihW ■“ _ 

BCmNte 4-6 Baocald StaumsM. 51 State. H- 2 Staa Tb Sqtek. 14-1 Oar 
eWta#dW,251J«m»3Mtoi«w 


pS^ffCl HEfffHXlSai^tG HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
L~"£J G) £2450 added 2m If 

1 OOISW- AljDHBCX C0URBMDE (328) M Usher 9 11 ID WMcftoteed 

2 60421-06 tWffWff{USA)51DMnpeBU9 A P McCoy V 

3 4-6SFQ3 WDQl HAZARD (G)S Dow 4 11 3 ADUw 

4 l40y-5 ALHAAL{USA)(34)R(7SiAuenTlll DOSMtoaa 

5 (OSOOOf- fWlffTOHN (MB) PSUtorY 110 B Foots* 

6 4300 BRmrSGMLmPMoone)r41D12 : S RpsB 

7 -H640F- PBBWraUDpSOJBcsteSlOlt MBosMy 

6 43I0GP- WBOrAUCWJtoSfflCM6)(Ca)(*sLJs*iaiOE DtotfyV 

S 350060 SUaflUrSPGCML(44)BRaca4103 TJNtepIv 

ID P60MO RUDfS GAWLE (23) MR Uswd 8 10 1 DBMsBherV 

DEI1VfteT-4Kqitoto,S-2AfetofctCUosas(iB l S-lMMerHizasL51AfltosL10d. 
Tteite (todtouw; mUAABM, 14-lPwlMBad, lB-lsaftsBrSpeetoLMM 
S an ta. 26-1 Fn* Tan 

prartl OWL H0LDM6S HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
ffijQQQ added 2m 5f 

1 12R-12 BEWB4BUJttD(BimPmo*9120- APMsedyB 

2 PP04-32 URMnT(22)eCD)D6tesd8114 BRmtca 

3 2S213-F BEIISOHfSI)ffBu*er7J0S Bltasi 

4 P6S35U BUCK CHURCH (22) (CtemR Raw ID 10 5 DtTSMhSG 

5 0-34423 J0«8t JACK (15| R Deen 11 100 T Omcoote (3) 

-Sdectand- 

MMnm vntfc IOel hue hsndfeep tap*: JoKrteAfeSb 

HEnfft 7-4 Btock CtadL 94 tm BsbtortCU-4 AbMstt, 7-2 BeeicaA «M. 

Joker Jack 

BRIGHTON NOVICE CLAMING HURDLE (CLASS 
I I R£2S50 added 2m If 

1 . 4 TMEUME{B)KB8fey4111 APMettojr 

2 P- SIR OtIVHt 0S2 ) Btomce ?U0 TJMopte 

3 5 BOHN BUM) (432) P Hater 4 10 B H CRtoanP) 

4 PS- WRSpgE(lUWPKooaq>6lD5 SRjBi{S 

5 F2ZD-1U LBBAIIIJUff4)tD)Rlta«BB103. IHatos(7)B 

-Sdednd- 

BTOlDIft U-Ut Mstotoe. 54 IMteo IRy. 144. Robin htowl, 20-1 Vteteta, 26-1 
StrOOHr 


[o' An I i GALLEANO’ HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS EJ 
£4,200 added 3m If 110yds 

1 WP12-8 JURASSK (2ASSR (22) Ms L Achate 9 120 UAtoads 

2 3133F-3 CB2B1tMM(22}OSnerMXd8U13 lAMcCwthj 

3 2U4W CHBJSMYCHOCOIAreaajPMcfatoSlllD APlfcCoj- 

4 U42RH> WaWB«re|229MteSEtends91110 MrTMfc 

5 U015-3P CREDON (8) (£0) S Utoodran BUS.. — MWtesmson 

S 3UlFra- LAY IT OFF (279) J OHei 710 4 SOma 

7 2/H006 HHBC0B8m5(BtMRabensBlD3 GHoffnCQ 

8 125256 TJWf QR’HESS (8) S.IMor 7 IDO FftoOSY 

9 5PP MUHIME (23) R Roue 6 10 D DCTSaRwa 

-Bdsctorad- 

Mhtoun M)yie 10a Thm fmteap seteis; Iton Emprea 9S I3B, MMtne Sa Tib. 
BElim U Cradea, 34 (W ItoMi 7-2 CtAlNV Ctecototo, 51tR>a tapmw, 
1L2 Jntoc Ctearic, 51 Lay K Off, L2-1 ABgbty Frolc, 351 ottos 

44/)! CHA1LEY NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
q £3J300 added 3m 110yds 

1 46-15 HDIBf MOUNT (U) RI| MNUa 5 12 D NWBiMSaa 

2 6433-44 QUBMA R K Baley 5 11 13 S Hefei 

a 0-23425 cappts COIL (8) WTinar 6 11 U IRnvfsr(7) I 

4 CY-530 DfflCUIT DGBSKM (S3) Ms M Jones 5 11 B OemkBpn 1 

5 36065 RWE5 F3WEHOL (27) OSKmood BU 6 NUkCerthr 

6 403282- BftarrSDAMJNa<223)D0'B«n41ia P Wts » 8 r 

7 OP-58 MSSSSaETCUBCUftSelBllO DBltopteef 

8 33DS2F- PUSSY BOY (572) K Bute 7 10 13 APMcCogr 

9 PIWO m BRANCH (13) J KkR 7 10 7 TJIkxNv 

10 645 HUGH JULY 0?) F Josfcn 6 10 12 Stews 

-Udscfoad- 

BEnwft 3-1 FeMscFtosanfl. 7-2 Heeay Hunt 4-1 Qtent 51 Copper Col, 7-1 
EqtotyB Dm*« 51 DHoBt Mto, H tnta> RTO, tt-I ottera 

FSTSfi] EASTBOURNE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
2m 4f 

1 333111 CaBtALMOUnWCUMPteB 121(7W A P McCoy 

2 1M-55F S0NEYWO£Y(2SirajJrt«s6120 AMoas 

3 SIP- BMBK) (33M S Dm 5 11 9 AEfckao 

4 RB41P WMSnMB BUCK (U9KDMBI} RAMpS 10 12 OVStMom 

5 234&14 LBTLE HOOUBAN P2) R Ha*gas 5 ID ID TDemafiM ft) 

6 SD4PSP RAAHN (USA) nn S Woodnan 11 10 2 SHfeB 

7 UMP4 P68EWRE(gg)(qJBefr|teea6100 BMwB 

A8*iun»e(^j9sL7riehsnda!|)«B!^i:Oo8eMre8H Ul _ 

BEnwe wmm WMM Mtadsr. 7-2 W*M« Bnek. 92 Stoasy Whj.7-lUI- 
tit HooRBpo, 8-1 tamao. 14-X Da Bs Wtoa, 25-1 ttMfcto 


SEDGEFtELD 


FOLKESTONE 

LOO; 1. RSJ R41A 0 OstMaw) 20-1; 2. 

Northern Fteet 15-8 jt toK S A o»e» 

(tor 15-2. 7 ran. 15-8 jt & && ftwraton 
(4W.14.3. (PMDi^-WK* 51 - 3 ® 0 ^ 1 
ri m Duat Forecast £42-20. Computer 
Straight Forecast; £55.68. 



LSD; i. 8RSEN8ACK |C Uevraftn) &-11 
tar, 2- SuwetMd VSoa 10-1! 1 NtaNRrt 
ItataM U-L 5 ran. U. a (P Hobbs}. Tote: 
£1.70; £L80, £SM. OF: £CA0. CSFi 
£7.54. 

• £00: LUANTES CRVKUSt (R DuiSWOlW 
4-6 far, 2. KortraB S-l; 3. Lord RooWe U- 
Z 14ran. Vj. 10. (DGendetto). tmec £L805 

£JU0. £2.80. £160- OB «^0- CSf: 

£&37. Tn« £5-7a Not Runnen One R* Nbf 


i^LUT7l£MAHTWURHa«ano^ 

2-lt»r,2.MtoaD«tei&-2;a.Hto*tlnB^- 
Me 5.2.8 ran.&3a {Dasse«.TOlK£2^ 

££00. £3-10- Dud RWBBC £5^a CSF; 

1 . MATOWrs CH«a (P Htotejfi 
11-10 tar. 2. Maeaftp Pete 3-1 

Drtrdrar 1>Z 7 M. t*’ NnBVJtac 

£i^a fl.10, szsa OuiFtmaa: £3M. 

! CS aJ*3L8S«WU'»iOUKlWt{* p “ B - 
Coy) 8-11 tac 2. JechMM ^ 

i a«iQiiate4-14ian.3,5.lMP(pe).ttee! 

£160. DUB) Forecast: tAM- -J**"" 
Strateu Forecast: ^.96. Non RunMR Snaa 

BqwiL 

nacapoe oo oa aia 

Ptec* 6s £S28- tan Ss £3.40. 


LUDLOW 
1840; 1. C01WALL <K Htobert) Uhl; 2. 
Ffcte Clan 7-2 tow; 3. SeKe 7-L 12 ran. 
8, 4. DAte P Wtoue). Totes £11- 70; f3J2a 
£230, £2.70. DR £14J0. CSF: £4047. Trv 
C88C £23832 Trioc £46.40. 

UO:!. SCOTTISH BMBH (A MagUte} 
11-4; 2 CtayTsLad 13teK 2 MobborMT 
Man 25-1. *rsa.l%. 19 . IP Webber). TOto: 
£3^a Dft £L3a CSR £3£B. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: wane Sparkle 
(Sedgefiekl 2J5Q 
NB: Back Church 
(Ptumpton 14fl) 

lMki.Pno a ¥OaO WCWOKP^Ke- 
5-2 toft 2 «Bwtog PteD U-4; A 
Setewto 12-2 

’Ms E4JD; £220; £LEa£2J0. DR £&7a 
CSft £9.74. THoasn £84^5. Wte £2980- 
uiki: onuxirotspoT {MssV tusW 
15-t 2 Fahy Parte 14-1; 2 Jtoet One 
Ctaite*li*4-L 6 ran. 4-S tow Wort- 4 

UMBrad)R^.7MK £17-90; £2-0a £430. 

Dt% £3&2& CSR £32919 


240; I. FIRST BEE (S Wynne) 10-1; 2 
Caddy's Rest 16-1; 2 ORMrate Noes 9- 
2 . 12 ran. 2-1 tow NnshHit 15th). L 9 IF 
Jortton). Tatoe £13:90-, £209 £290, £L7a 
Dud Forecasc £2830. CSF: £9938. Trio: 
£6630- 

3JJkl_a0D5PEa>Y0U tAMeguraj 7-4 
tow; 2 Dramana 2-t 2 Record Laver 13- 
2 9 ran. ly* 24. (C MoriocW. Tote £260; 
£1.40, £3,70, £1.10, OF: £290. CSR 
£5.75. Trieast: £1487. Tim £230. 

24ft 2 MRS EM ID flunws} 11-8 feft 
2 Ktef teThe Btoos 8-1; 2 Madera Pol- 
ly 50- 1 . UmUC Mc«a«. Tote: 

£250:0-79 £299 £7.60. DR £78a CSF: 

£1438. Tna £167-40 (pert win, pod of 
£188.68 to Huntingdon 130 uxtsnri. 
Jadipot iwivon Ipcjdot £62372.40 cat- 
ned totiasd to Hurangtion today). 
f taee p efc £34930. Quadpot £5490. 
Ptatefc £233265. Ptocs S: £595.74. 

MUS$El, BURGH 

122 fc 2 K 8 NAMAHnfHftGB«.lATtWT>. 

- ton) 3-1 fee 2 Man Spirit 7-2; 2 Somo- 
tttagspaady 1B-2 31 ran, 5, 12 U Pteas). 
T0er£4-7t5:£33a £Ua £290. Dft£7ja 
CSft £3221. Trios £183a Non Runner. Hut- 
cet Inch. 


32S0C 2 BARNSTORMER (pFtotef) 50-1: 
2 Trap Dancer 4-S toft 2 LttCto RedwtnS 
T-2 9 ran. 2 IV- (£ EBnOI- Tele: 0220: 
£240. £220. £250. DF: £2730. CSF: 
£86-62. mease 020-23- NS: Joneeca 

Tfi« £56.00. 

22D: 2 CHffiMMG SM£ IM Fbaart 4-1 
£ tor. 2. rto*8aecto4-l Jt bv; 2 PBrttai 6-2 
S ran. 3. a (Mis S BradJUmW- TWec £4X»; 
£230. £210. £340. DP. £920. CSR £1836 
TncaEC £8136. Trioc £77 30. NFt MOrtrava. 

260e 2 STASH THE CASH tftGartQy) 64 
Jt tow; 2 Fen Terrier 6-4 jt tow; 2 Peggy do** 
den 8-2 7 TOR. 4, 12 W Hartnond). Tone 
£200: £230. £210. DFi £290. CSF: £336 
220: 2 COMMANDFR &EH (R GantgV) 
5-2:2 Usop In Tbe Desk 3-22 IQe^sMto- 
nsst B-4 tow. 6 1 »- 4. lvi. (M Hammond}. 
Tote: £250; £240. £250 Dft £260. CSF: 
£93& 

250:2 MOWN (AOttttffl 1HS taw; 2 IM 
don ltostfi50-2'2 MertMe Man 13-8.8 ran. 
13. sttt-M- OR Fbhoy). T«* £250; £290, 

£5.40, £200. DF; £24.4a CSR £42^Q. 

X2R 2 CARLISLE BAMHTO’S (M 
Motoneji) 7-2; 2 . Cable Uwo3-2 2 tad 
te Tbe Locb 6-t fiaw. 8 ran. 6, SV.. (J BenyL 
Telia: £630; £210. £1.10. £240. DP. £6-80. 
CSF: £14^ 

PtocapoC £5.60, Qnadpot: £3.70. 

(■ton 6i £838. Place ^£434. 


HYPERION 

1ZS0 Grand Cru USD Raperirirg USO Huso 220 
One For The Pot 250 wane Sparkle 3J2Q 
Pwrano 

GOING-- Good. 

■ Left-hand. onduiaUn({ awrae. Easy ftwe*aad hand nm-ln on 
dose Murae ot SOOyde. 

■ Comae is toe thui a mJle mniMrert of umn near jniKikin <V 
AB89 and A1T7. Bus service bum Suekwn nbway station (nine 
mflcfl away) or Durham r»D station 1 12 miles away). AD MISSION: 
Paddock sa (OAPa £4L Conroe u. CAR PARK: Free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Aytobny Lad (130), MnDtoa 
(330). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Im de Vatoe (i30) 
vat at Can ottfcofl WedneadQ’. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Arrow llae ( 130) hu been mm 
aa mies te D Bnrchdl Emm Bday H3L Gwc Irish WBdrord (:VJD) 

fTto'tofkl GOLDEN LION NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
\+~~\ E)foivn £2SOO added 2m BfUDuds 

1 0000- BASBCftOK (21B) *te S Wfcmson 6 10 12 — A Todd (7) 

2 0 BOYZOHITXMM (2^ RCcATS J 10 L2 BktoadBM 

3 30536-0 GSMC am (LO) Ms U Revc*y 5 IG 12 PKms 

4 500-432 JUS JOY {13)J Natsn 5 10 12 SMtonm 

5 IMG I1T Ms S Homa+WB 6 ID 12 AIM* 

6 DOW- PHttOfi FOGB (57T) J SSBOEn 7 10 12 B Storey 

7 06P-0 GeEM0ReGH0SIS(mUnASMrta(ik51012-JSqBta 

8 00 SOUMJPOST CM) D MoC* 4 10 LZ OJMefflW 

9 02120- SUIHHSAID MOSS (272) T Tate 5 1012 I Cv te tfn re 

JO OOP AJOIO 0ACM6 (17) M Tix>USer5 10 7 A Dta*) 

-10 declared - 

BEmiKL B-4 SMltertod MOM. 7-4 Ato Joy. 7-Ct Bread Cm. m Mac 
Ry, IM. SereMyotL 2D1 Gee Urn Owctt, 8W. tetto* 

pTtoeAl GOUJEN UON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 

j l±±2SfJ E)(DIVII) £2500 added 2m 5f UOyrts 

1 BOD PQT late 4 10 12 RHeCatte(7) 

| 2 OPOOO- RKHBVZZ{237) Un A 9&T)bark 4 10 12 JArCtototnm 

3 003430- MATOS OE MUSQUE pSTJUTudtumr 5 10 12 BKHlaK 

4 BJ40-24 MPBHSHBIWG ATOSOS 4 1012 JkDottta 

5 066000 FBtSUASncni£Nr(2UDta«Sl012 1 Borne 

6 FZKn REAL 6LHE (17) J Qunu 7 10 12 TRead 

7 5*- WE JflaaaWdAHga23 JOht»ei) 51D12 — KJelwtee 

8 OOfr WlfiTEBAlB WOIJE (241) J M Jtengn 4 10 12 — fiCeHi 

9 VEHCROFTBOYMSamsSlOU JFFnatt 

-Sdcdoed- 

aETIBW: Eyeva P iy a a to t 9-4 Matre De Mevlqne, 7-2 Real Skc, 16-1 
Tbe HBcuetontaP, 20-1 End. Wbtaftom WUa, 25-1 ktab Bezz. 33-1 


pi~5n! DKKEDODSHAfDICAPHURDlE (CLASS 
E) £3^)00 added 3m 3f llflyds 

| 1 QT-21450 ACROW LK (13) WDBmM 11120 «DJB0RM 

2 1P352G ACTTHE HM (7) Mann TcrtuAw 7 11 11 Btanfeg 

3 flPo-122 HUSO(2S)fqpHeaemaii6 mfouh 

4 3FW12F n»OOtKOTCTm»SASW»a*MlI2^9rato 

! 5 04W0-1 RBB»pqMlsJ&)attM7UD J CR» wp| 

B 03VM2 IVMB0B(LT)LUfig]7 1D8. JtStfrtty 

7 104540 D7UaATsn^fiCTWKen®7lD7_Steito(IMB 

8 60CQV6 MAN£nUt49fQHsMHeteV^lQT 6CeM 

9 006630- tMRttDlMBIOUrBOBSBQMSMieaeyT 100-JB Ftotar 

ttatewi 10BL Tiua untftapiR«tt; WrttH5BiouBtd9a7ft 
BCITWft 11-4 TTOOdee, 7-2 Item, M Acnm Ltoe, 11-2 Ptorebeb, 8-1 
Act Ifcj wtet PVtoto; Strem, 1*1 IdweGla. 33-1 ltoft 

mitowEDd 


pr~Ef\l NAGS fCAD MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS EJ 
£4,200 added 3m 3f 

1 06KW6 JRIE5BURY VAD [131 D UnW) 7 11 & 1 Bata B 

2 QH63-0P D0SWDR1HFSU>(B) HsSNaner-ltiliEr8115.il Rader 

3 0PC448 flMBHrD6SMYWJQ*ie5115 DltotarV 

4 Ff’Of’-du KROOMHU. tXIKER (7) J Hovanl Jofvsai 6 11 5 _£Ctai 

5 5C322-U CHU5IY (11) (BF) Hs A SMterk 5 11 5 Jtotee 

6 TO CIOMIOCHC LUCXY (7) J W»e 6 11 5 KJowk 

7 62-402F FMAL HEAT f7)JQirtis7 115 PMito 

8 D60-33 KBMMSMVES(U)RCoBte6U5 KJbtww 

9 302QI&3 MUGS SERMON (2flP8e®*iW 7 US BSapfe 

10 005/- UAMTS LOSS (704) i Pates Til 5 PBBddeyO) 

U 07413-F MSTESnBCK(3SI(BBLton0l6U5 RRBfflty 

12 3F ftWAL MBS (24) f*S S Srati S 11 5 ..JBAM Ginn 

13 SPR*16»*U.(JtylYC FkJQKfc 7 11 5. — A Dobbin 

14 3 MESRX£nEp9) Mb D TfionBon 8 11 0 LOTbaa , 

15 630D-GF MSS tAMFUGHT (BS) F Uuta0i B U 0 8 Mm** 

is 6 safiowowaaetteyigiio astony | 

BEnniB: 3-1 Serineflqaqr, ACtodtty, 11-2 MBTO Senra, 7-lBraoeMI 
Dakar. 8-1 Boyd Fade, 10-1 Real Beet. 12-1 tetter Trick, 10-1 Seam i 
Dor. 20-1 Keranra Bher, 28-1 Ajlewbary tod, 33-1 ettan j 

ro“onl LMS MACHINE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
=*Llg £4^00 added 2m 110yds 

1 1552-64 OHEFORTIEPOr(7)8l)HsAriaufnon U120JMFMar 

2 1515-24 WEAVBt GBVtt (29) (CO) W Storey 6 11 3 — M Moknvy 

3 123341 REKDEVHLSEWOn Rtonson9 1011 BM-XMbmd 

4 5FUE0 BUZBK WW1 (SB) RPIJ Hubtuli 9 10 9 O Storey 

5 423-283 REBEL tt« BO) fCSfi M amesG 10b SlretorfS) 

G 3240SR BOLANEY GHL m F MuD0t 7 10 0 AIMMl 

7 006163- BtSHOPOALE pB8) K) P) S OaS»«k 15 10 0 QCU 

8 55CMM4 MASTER SAL£SMAK (28) P) l*S VWSkI 13 10 0 J> tafcar 

UhTnun 1£W- Tn*» fcarote* BoUxy Ol t 

7fe Master Satonar 8s> Utb. 

BETONb llr4 Om For Tbe PW, 3-1 Rem 0* Vato, 9-2 Weaver Genfn. 
5-1 BUR** Drew, 7-1 BatoavGbL8-lltoWM« 181 Btoepdtoe, 33-1 
ItesterSMaenae 

rnTEfil HOPE INN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
L~r J £4600 added 2m Sf 

1 0P51-F6 SOM OF DBS (33) (CD) ME M Rtotey 8 12 0 PMwre 

2 M211P- LftSJ fiSUGf C23 :: ' T Carr ? 11 10 JlSrettta 

3 232P-54 JUCBaXEBUTCL3)(CHBF)lltsJSneia U0 _ADo(j6*i 

4 13-223P THUMmSU)UCI({Q fCD)JH Anson 10 1010 „GC«bM 

5 34)3634- WMIS COURT (1S6) J Bvtes 9 10 9 LOrtlNa 

5 333U04 MUeCBUIZpqiAsD , maDEan51D^ — Tltood 

7 4&P2U2 WUIE StWBOE (13) Hs 5 Bcxfiuw 10 10 7__M Taster 

8 VUBSO- RISICY OH (196) (C) V JlumpOT 7104 XJfieas 

9 SU4 wwm LW 03) A SwtKrt 7 ID 0 ItaRde 

ID 000-333 WUUUA(32) HBS&rtfllblDO, JtMdm(7) 

11 OOOU4P KAREM5IBI0 (11) Mn S SnvCi 5 10 0 Mr P Moray 

-Udedand- 

AfiMuiE lOst fine ftandtap ne^c HBtdb 9st 4b fiwnano 9tf 3 Bl 
BEITDIB: 11-4 WMe Sparkle, 7-2 toe Box BBy, 11-2 Dam led. 51 Mb- 
dcBfltz, 7-lSteOf bto, 12-2 needeabridt. 14-1 HtotoGnte, KRteto, 
20.1 Vast RMU9. 251 RMqr De^ 4(WL taenatto 

[79(71 HARDWICK ARMS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^000 added 2m U 

1 3&F4 DUMNO (38) T Easaty 5 12 0 .JtGintKy 

2 00-1210 VWBBE RB) (44)(BF) G ftcfsnfc 6 11 5 ..JtDobto 

3 OWW COBSnMJOKSIpS) Llui8>6112 ^Mhb 

4 0120 SHUTTLECOCK (19) (CO) NUaeatey 5 11 LJUrent test 

5 4262 PANG0WM(USA)(32J(Bf) Lbs4Sttv*arti4 UOJStmple 

6 F34/P43 BOMCUFFE(17)ltaANau8nn$10U RFUto 

7 03*045 MRCHnSn£(7)MBSLSdda(41(l8 RSuffiWe 

8 50-3045 MUUW5 (17) D Mctfatt 5107 DJHDftottV 

9 5P35P3 COURT JOKER (13 HAkwnJer4lD7~. J Storey 

10 Ofl) OHBffUBMOOMES (10) J Naten 4 10 Q — £ Wh(Rwn W 

U 40FVM D0UBUHQ MCE (8) R ®r 5 K) D B H*rto« 

12 5&5S3 KKHtWOQHDODfQffOtorSlOQ VStefiny 

Mtounr^JftiJtotenlcvv^DoMsto 

eadSstm 

B£nw& 7-2 Dwito ^ Vtotage Red, B-l bM MUctod. 84 DutofiiM 
Dfco. 10-1 Panflwnaa, Cn re t nn 1 to rer , 12-1 St m t rf nairt. O ovcWh. 14-1 
Goto Jota.teCfcWtatMto, 20-1 ttoBodtaablMet 
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The second most important change is that rugby football has \ 
at last come to terms with the invention of the jet engine 


Hie most important development ^ 
to past few years is die open pro- 
fesaonalisation of rugby. Indeed, it 
is the most crucial change in theca- 
tire histoiy of the game. The second 

most important change, in my opin- 
ion - for some people would say it 
is in the laws - is that rugby foot- 
ball has at last come to terms with 
the invention of the jet engine. 

It is something I have long urged 
in this column (which recently cel- 
ebrated or, rather, refrained &om 
celebrating its 10th anniversary) 
Lengthy tours, I argued, were no 
longer necessary. Rugby footballers 
could now travel the world with as 
much ease as United Nations offi- 
ciate or national politicians, and with 
considerably more agility, though the 
size of aircraft seats, and the leg 


room they allowed, might present 
certain problems with forwards the 
Size they are. 

So it has turned out South Africa 
have been briefly in France and on 
Sunday travel to Cardiff. Australia 
have played the Celtic nations but 
not England and met the Barbar- 
ians on their visit to Twickenham. 
E ngl and have played Italy, and a vir- 
tual New Zealand Test side mas- 
querading as the New Zealand 
Barbarians are to meet Argentina 
on Saturday. It is as mouvemenle as 
the revived property market in Is- 
lington. It has been highly instruc- 
tive. But I do not think it has been 
very well worked out. 

For instance: why could Aus- 
tralia not have played a foil England 
side? What was the objection? Last 


Saturday's maicb was held on a foil 
League day which saw, among oth- 
er things, an epic encounter between 
Bath and Harlequins. 

Bath would have been reluctant 
to release such players as Phil de 
GlanviDe, Jeremy Guscott, Mike 
Catt, Adedayo Adebayo and Jon 
Sleighthohne, even if it seems that 
Sleighthohne can only get a game 
for England these days, as the dub 
understandably prefers Jason 
Robinson on the right wing. Quins 
would have felt the same about Wfll 
Carling and Jason Leonard, who was 
not playing on Saturday because he 
was injured. 

The compromise was that Aus- 
tralia met a Barbarians XV, though 
the Barbarians were themselves a 
compromise side. They did not in- 



r formidable - on paper, 
at any rate. They were a substantial 
tribute to the organisation and ap- 
peal of the club, who have been writ- 
ten off even more frequently than 
today’s Oxford v Cambridge match. 
But nevertheless they were not the 
strongest available side in the 
British Isles. 


have always been the two major 
powers. South Africa have made a 
remarkable recovery from their 
long spell of exclusion from m- 
. ternational rugby. The British Isles 
have enjoyed a limited period, not 
of clear superiority, but ofhaving a 
slight edge. This was in 1970-75. 

The main historical development 

has been the rise of Australia, all the 


. ... ih.niah lIDl >ll' 



those or whose 
land. The decline ' . b:Kks , 


SSr^SSstf 


ALAN WATKINS 


dude any of the p] aye re just men- 
tioned or either of the Quins’ Irish- 
men, Tun Staples and Keith Wood 
On these occasions the Barbarians 
have traditionally fielded a Lions 
XV including, however, one un- 
capped player. The side they as- 
sembled on Saturday were 


The other result of the pro- -— --- „ 

Christmas comings and goings has more laudable (to the extent that • ^ New Zealand ma- 

been a renewdefnead-shaking and, praise or blame comes in toitat aU) the New Zealand- 

sometimes, head-bangiiig about the 

football and with Australian Rules 
fbotbafl. Within the British Isles the 

broad developments have been the . . flra t to oo uw »**•*» — 

rise of England and the decline of to take a pass 

Wales. 

The rise of England has meant 
that our forwards are now able to 


. sriority of the Southern Hemi- 
sphere. Can we, will we ever, do we 
sincerely want to catch up? These 
are the questions that have been 
most earnestly discussed It is sure- 
ly time to put them into some kind 
of historical perspective. 

South Africa and New Zealand 


not 
wei 
correct. 


uismaicn uiu* 

gSsSS 

at the opposition. 


VARSITY SPORTS: Oxford rowers experiment on the water while the Light Blues eye a hat-trick of victories on the rugbypitch 



Undone: The Y-Fronts rowing eight take a break after going down to their feOow Oxford crew, Boxers, hi a trial outing on the Thames yesterday 


"'J j !i\ *> r* 




Photograph* David Ashdown 


HUGH MATHESON 


From the moment they ap- 
peared on the Tideway, the Ox- 
ford trial crews for the 1997 Boat 
Race on 29 March demonstrat- 
ed the new gospel of how a boat 
should move. Under the care of 
Rene Mjjnders, the coach to the 
Dutch Olympic eight which won 
gold by a length in Atlanta, 
their approach to the transfer of 
power from man to craft has 
changed radically. 

The two crews, “Y-fionls’’ and 
“Boxer Shorts" started after 


Dutch coach’s radical changes to engine room 


the University Stone yesterday, 
and each quickly settled into a 
rhythm of about 34 strokes per 
minute. Nick Robinson, from 
Hampton School and stroking 
Boxer, was generally a pip low- 
er than Tim Foster stroking Y, 
and he fell behind by about a 
quarter-length after a minute. 

Foster, an experienced 
British international, bad a 
reshuffled crew behind him 


Huinphn 
withdrawn with flu. The Oxford 
President, Ed Bellamy, moved 
from the four to the six seat and 
Dan Law was promoted from a 
junior trial eight 
Foster’s crew, on the Surrey 
station, held its narrow lead 
around the Fulham fiats. This 
was in part because James 
Midkletfrwait, his cox, was able 
to crowd Robinson's boat out of 


the stream. Robinson’s cox Alex 
Greaney was on a yellow card 
for past steering dashes and was 
under orders not to push back. 

After the Mile post, timed at 
3min 37sec, when the bend be- 
gan to turn against him, Robin- 
son appeared to raise the game 
and was able to draw level as 
they approached Hammer- 
smith. Behind him, the pair of 
Etonian junior internationals. 


Andrew Lindsay and James 
Roycroft, were sending down a 
lovely easy rhythm and Luka 
Grubor. the Croatian interna- 
tional who won the Henley 
Grand Challenge Cup with Im- 
perial College last summer, 
was beginning to show the full 
effect of his 15st 101b strength. 

But Foster, aL 27, was canny 
enough to use the bend ana 
Mickleth wait’s aggression to 


pull back in front, and shot a 
canvas ahead at the Hammer- 
smith Bridge. 

Bellamy, who may well find 
himself in contention with 
Humphries for the final seat in 
the blue boat, looked small be- 
tween Damian West in the No 
5 seat and Roberto Blanda at 
No 7, both of whom claim 6ft 
6in measurements, but he was 
holding the rhythm well and 


kept the crew in good heart. 
Where the Hammersmith bend 
dies out after St Pauls, Mick- 
Iethwait bad his final attempt to 
push Greaney wide. 

This time he would not go 
and the crews clashed blades. 
Foster, as expected from one 
who stroked London Universi- 
ty, emerged with an extra two- 
seats advantage. But Robinson 
responded, and along Chiswick 


Eight they drew level then took 
a canvas lead. 

Neither crew looked strained • 
at the finish, and the quality of 
the rowing and quantity of 
work never wavered. There was 
another small clash as the riv- 
er turned, once again, in Fos- 
ter’s favour after Chiswick 
Steps, but he was unable to re- 
gam to lead. Although the 
stern four of Robinsons crew 
was giving away 18 years in ex- 
perience to the stern four of Y- 
Fronts,they prevailed by what ^ 
coach Mijndere called “along 9 > 
half-length” in 17min 10 sec 


Underdogs draw strength from Tucker’s memory 


CHRIS HEWEIT 


Quentin de Bruyn, the captain of 
Oxford University but raised in 
a far harder school of rugby than 
most of his fellow Dark Blues, 
can face the fire and fury of this 
afternoon’s 115th Varsity match 
at Twickenham with a rare degree 
of equanimity. No matter what 
problems the frantic, helter-skel- 
ter contest throws at him, he 
knows he has already passed the 
greatest test of leadership he is 
ever likely to encounter. 

The death of lan Thcfcer, the 
young Australian centre who 
died from head injuries suffered 
in Oxford’s warm-up match with 
Saracens in October, left the 
South African skipper in charge 


of a team that no longer want- 
ed any part of rugby. Indeed, De 
Bruyn himself went through a 
prolonged period of self-ques- 
tioning. For all bis experience of 
the harsh and unsentimental re- 
alities of the game in Bloem- 
fontein and Cape Tbwn, Tucket's 
tragedy devastated him. 

Six weeks on, De Bruyn has 
at least succeeded in restoring 
the competitive edge to a side 
that bore the stamp of underdogs 
even before the Saracens inci- 
dent knocked the stuffing from 
them. “It hasn't been easy for any 
of us - some of the players un- 
derstandably felt that they nev- 
er wanted to touch a rugby ball 
again,” said the captain. “I think 
now, however, that we are in a 
position to do our best by Ian and 


take togame to Cambridge with 
everything we have." 

That is no mean achievement. 
De Bruyn 's motivational diffi- 
culties were compounded by the 
knee injury be pideed up at Bath 
- he was ruled out for a mouth 
and missed several important 
fixtures- and he could not even 
tore to these of his countrymen 
touring with the Junior Spring- 
boks fora timely boost in morale. 
The Boles played both universi- 
ties and, after giving Oxford a 
fearful 49-12 hiding, several of 
tbempredicted a comfortable vic- 
tory for Cambridge- 

That opinion is borne out by 
almost every litmus test you care 
to apply to this afternoon’s 
match. To begin with, the Light 
Blues are by some distance the 


most seasoned outfit- they field 
six of last year's triumphant 
starting line-up plus Ben Ryan, 
the scrum-half who played as a 
replacement for almost an hour 
or that game, and Nick 'Whine, a 
Wales Under-21 wing who won 
a Blue two seasons ago and 
would have taken part m 1995 but 
for an ankle injury. By compar- 
ison, Oxfoto^ in with only three 
Blues, including De Bruyn. 

Cambridge also look better 
equipped in the ball-winning ar- 
eas. They possess a dass second 
row pairing in Richard BramJey, 
the captain from Yorkshire who 
has led both England Students 
and England Under-21s, and 
Andrew Craig, a seriously use- 
ful New Zealander whose 
grounding with Waikato (don't 


mention the name Wukato to the 
British Lions) has established him 
as a kingpin forward. 

With Martin Hyde, a 6ft 4in 
blindside flanker from Sydney, 


tion and Nick Holgate, a i 
tighthead prop, back in harness 
after recovering from a broken 
jaw - in traditional front-row 
fashion he went to the aid of a 
cyclist who lay injured in Cam- 
bridge dty centre and was bad- 
ly beaten up for his trouble - 
Bramley's pack looks to be to 
dominant uni t. 

For his part, De Bruyn has 
gambled by omitting Karl Svo- 
boda, to Canadian interna- 
tional hooker, along with the 
Frenchman Jerome Riondet, 
who played at centre last year. 


Nick Hockley and Trevor 
Walsh, a graduate freshman 
from Queensland, get the nod. 

Where Oxford just may have 
an edge is at half-back, where the 
former Irish national captain 


mg outside-half from Bristol, 
James Averis. If Averis, a crick- 
eter of county standard, makes 
anything like the impact ofhis im- 
mediate predecesscjr, Oxford wfll 
be in the pound seats; David 


exciting encounter that he col- 
lected a record 19 points and, but 
for a late and controversial penal- 
ty try, would surely have won the 
day single-handed. 

Bramley, who wins his fourth 
successive Blue today, is under- 


standably reluctant to attach the 
remotest importance to the form 
book, even though his side s vic- 
tory over Queensland last month 
gave them all to confidence in 
toe world. “The Varsity match is 
Eke no other occaskm in the sport 
- it's a one-off, a totally unpre- 
dictable fixture. People pull out 
one or two results from the 
warm-up programme and try to 
make a judgement on that basis, 
bat this is a different day and a 
different atmosphere. No one 
can tell what will happen." 

If Bramley tastes Bowring 
Bowl victory this afternoon for 
the third time in as many years, 
it will come as no surprise. But 
if De Bruyn lifts the trophy - and 
there have been greater shocks 
in this famous old student show- - 


piece -the tearful toasts will be 
to one man: Ian Ticker. 
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Norton stand out 


Hockey 


BILL COLWILL 

With the majority of Regional 
Leagues now into their mid-wm- 
tcr break, there have been sev- 
eral outstanding performances 
bv [cams striving to gain, or in 
some cases regain, promotion 
to Ihc National League. None 
more so than in to North 
where Norton, with Guy 
Bolsover on nine goals leading 
the way and with a game in 
hand, are seven points clear of 
Form by. 

In the East the Adnams Pre- 
mier dub Cambridge City, with 
goals from Gareth Machin 
(two), Julian Archer and Jere- 
my Allen, won 4-1 away to 
Dcrcham at to weekend to 
maintain their fuD points record 
and are now six points ahead of 
Chelmsford. 

In the South Nastro Azzur- 
ro Premier there is a neck and 
neck race between two dubs 
who have both previously, like 


Cambridge City, tasted Na- 
tional League hockey. Hamp- 
stead and Westminster and 
Anchorians are already nine 
points dear of the field. 

Jan-Job van Dijk’s hat trick 
set Hampstead and Wsstminster 
on their way to a comfortable 
5-0 away win at Wimbledon, 
with the player-coach Rob 
Thompson and Nottingham- 
shire's Rob Turner completing 
the scoring. Hampstead have so 
far averaged just over five goals 
a game. Mark Crowley, a med- 
ical student, leads the way on 18, 
with Thompson in second place 
with 10. 

Anchorians, with a much 
inferior goal difference, kept 
the pressure up on Hamp- 
stead with a 4-1 win away to 
Spencer. Goals from Mark 
Constable, Richard Barrett, 
Neil Gordon and Mike Gillett 
won the day, with Jon Stenner 
replying for Spencer. 


iricpy j 2. Fftt R wBt (nTM 

roumH): 1 MBttwtorOa 2 tnsa 3; 3Gfir- 
nraiy St 4 flaWson 3 : ■ Nstitfn u ■ Spain l. 


Wales gain physical presence 


Rugby Union 


ItTOI 

and Mark Rowley will win their 
first caps when they take thier 
places in the Welsh pack to face 
the world champions, South 
Africa, in Cardin on Sunday. 

McIntosh, a New Zealander 
who played for Scotland A 
three years ago but has now 
completed his Welsh qualifica- 
tion period replaces another 
Kiwi. Hemi Thylor, at blindside 
flanker. He impressed for the 
Barbarians against Australia 
las Saturday and his call-up was 
widely expected 

The elevation of the 6ft 7m 
Rowley is a surprise, as Rich- 
mond’s Craig Quinneli had 
been tipped to take over from 
Derwyn Jones, the out-of-form 
Cardiff lock. Wales make two 
other changes from the side 
beaten 28-19 by Australia a 
week ago. The record Welsh 
points scorer, Neil Jenkins, who 
came^on for Wayne Proctor 


during that game, retains the 
No 15 jersey, while the Swansea, 
flanker Cnlm Sharvis makes his 
first full appearance after going 
on when Taylor was injured 
against the Wallabies. 

Gareth Thomas has been se- 
lected at centre despite suffer- 
ing a nasty mouth injury while 
playing for his dub Bridgend 
against Pontypridd at the week- 
end and Robert Howley plays 
at scrum-balf after feelmg a 

L* . * - L 


the Barbarians^matc 
Jonathan Davies retains his 
place at stand-off, winning his 
29th cap, but there is no place 
for Scott Quinneli, who is still 
involved in a pay dispute with 
the Welsh Rugby Union. 

Kevin Bowrmft Whies’ coach, 
confirmed that his selection of 
32-year-old Rowley and his 
Pontypridd colleague McIn- 
tosh had been to give Wales 
much needed added physical 
presence in the back five. 

"After the game against Aus- 
tralia it bpcame obvious we 


7 


needed to adjust the balance 
among the back five," Bowring 
said ~We needed players with 
an additional physical edge able 
to stamp their authority in the 
forward exchanges and on' the 
game as a whole - McIntosh, 
Charvis and Rowley fit into 
that category." 

Bowring confirmed Jenkins 
would replace Jonathan Davies 
as gpal-tacfcer, but stressed Jenk- 
ins has been told he is still in con- 
tention for the No 10 jersey. 
Richmond’s Allan Bateman is 
the latest former rugby league 
player to be recalled He win start 
on to replacements’ bench. 

The welsh Emerging side to 
face South Africa A at Swansea 
on Saturday includes Richard 
Webster, tne former Salford 
rugby league player. Now with 
Bath, he returns to the \toles 
fold almost four years after 
winning his last cap, against 
France in Baris, and is one of 10 
full internationals named 

Webster will be joined in the 
back row by hi? dub colleague 

Mk .... . 


Nathan Thomas, who was 
watched by the Emerging Whies 
manager. David Pickering, dur- 
ing Bath's 35-20 Courage 
League victory over Harlequins 
at the weekend. 
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EMERGING WALES XV (v South Africa A. 
■ee, Srturhrt: J Thomas (Canmi); 8 
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No peace for Ayr 


Ice hockey 


STEVE PINDER 

After Nottin^iam Panthers’ 
5-3 defeat of Ayr Scottish” Ea- 
gles m the Benson & Hedges 
Cup Sheffield Pis Saturday, 
Superieague hostilities resumed 
on Sunday with Ayr entertain- 
ing Bracknell Bees and Panthers 
welcoming Basingstoke Bison. 

Bees were to southerners to 
give to best account of them- 
selves in a see-saw match with 
Ayr showing no agn of post-Cup 
defeat hangover. Vince Boe 
gave Ayr to lead after six min- 
utes but Bees fought back to 
lead 5-3 at the end of the sec- 
ond, period with five different 
scorers beating Colum Cavil] a 
in the Ayr net. 

Ayr showed to sort of spir- 
it they could have used at 
Sheffield, with Boe and Scott 
Young levelling the game with 
16 minutes to go. With eight 
minutes left, Jamie Steer looked 
to have scored the winner for 


Eagles only for Wayde Bucsis to 
tie the score at 6-6 with two min- 
utes to go. Ayr must have want- 
ed anything but overtime but 
they rallied and held Bees for 
the statutory 10 minutes with 
the points shared. 

Nottingham, in contrast, had 
a fairly easy wind down. Bison 
were beaten 6-1 but to margin 
was more down to the Panthers 
keeper. Trevor Robbins, who let 
by only one of the 30 shots on 
goal he faced, rather than Bas- 
ingstoke's lack of ability. 

Panthers' win moved them up 
to third from bottom of the Su- 
perlcagpe but Canfiff Devils still 
head to league after their 4-3 
victory over Sheffield Steel ere. 
Devils were 4-2 up when Tbm- 
my Plommer scored for Steei- 
ers. With neither the referee or 
linesman seeing it, it was left tu 
to goal judge to adjudicate and 
he awarded the goal. Devils 
- managed to hold on for the vie- 
loiy* which meanl that judge 
could breathe. a huge sieh of 
relief. 
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Atherton still fishing for a suitable Test line-up 
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Cricket 

^DEREK- PRINGLE 
■ reports from Bulawayo 

It is one of the more enduring 
gripes of modern cricketers 
that they work twice as hard as 
the Almighty did during the firsr 
week of Creadon. And so it 
proved yesterday when, on the 
14th day of the tour, the play- 
ers finally rested, taking their 
first day off to enjoy some lo- 
cal hospitality and colour 
around the city. 

England have been made to 
feel very mortal all of a sudden, 
and the tenacity of Zimbabwe’s 
small cricketing population has 


brought home just how precar- 
ious fife can be among the min- 
nows. 

How appropriate because 
the skipper, Michael Atherton, 
spent tus day fishing, taking a 
large contingent of players off 
to shoot and fish at a nearby 
game ranch owned by Dennis 
Streak, the father of Heath, 
Zimbabwe's opening bowler. 
Francolin as well as 50 small cat- 
fish were bagged and caught in 
a day that brought colour to the 
cheeks as simbtockwas left idle 
in unopened cricket bags. 

Jack Russell and Nick 
Knight, the artists in the party, 
upped with sketchpads and 
paints to the Matopo hills. 


where the views, and precari- 
ously balanced granite boulders 
around the grave of Cecil 
Rhodes, offer the kind of raw 
landscape not glimpsed around 
Chipping Sodomy, where Rus- 
sell has & gallery. Sadly he may 
have even more time than nor- 
mal to apply the finishing toudi- 
es, if England persist in giving 
Alec Stewart the gloves. 

However, after last week's 
drarfish behaviour, which in- 
volved the team snubbing the 
opposition's offer of a post- 
match drink, time away from the 
cricket is vital if a healthy per- 
spective is to be kept. 

Huddling together and eye- 
ing the outside world with sus- 


picion is fine for nervous chick- 
ens, but for cricketeis - even 
those taking unusually faltering 
steps as Atherton's men have so 
far -it is a foolhardy habit, and 
merely serves to spread self- 
doubt, the scourge of every 
sportsman and woman. 

Mind you, taking tone off, 
when the cof^ are running any- 
thing but smoothly, can also 
leave the decision-makers open 
to criticism, particularly from the 
performance puritans. They ad- 
vocate hard work, and “being 
seen to be dong the right thing,* 
which are the enemies of inspired 
play, a smatl ering of which tends 
to win more matches than solid 
all-round performance, as teams 


like Pakistan and Sri Lanka 
constantly illustrate. 

Unsurprisingly. England's 
woeful start to this tour has 
brought more than its fair share 
of furrowed brows, despite the 
captain’s claims that his squad 
remain supremely confident, 
and are simply taking longer 
than normal to defrost skills that 
have recently Iain idle. 

The problem is - as the as- 
sistant coach, John Emburey, 
pointed out the other day - that 
losing, like winning, can become 
a habit Fortunately, England 
have broken that cycle, with 
Sunday’s victory against Mata- 
beleland, whom they again play 
today cm the slow pitch at Bu- 


lawayo Athletic dub, the last 
four^dav match before the Test 
which starts in eight days' time. 

JdeaJly, this means that 
Atherton would like to play the 
team closest to the one be in- 
tends to rdy on in the first Test, 
tinkering rather than restruc- 
turing his team for that match 
at the Queen's Club. 

As yet though, he has few 
clues - other than a bit of lo- 
cal disinformation - as to how 
the pitch will play, and even less 
idea of the batting order he 
wants to go with, non’ that 
Alec Stewart's move to No 3 
has had the effect of destabil- 
ising the entire batting order. 
That is something only John 


Crawley seems to have been 
able to cope with so far. 

The team may pick itself, if 
the n»£gimg injuries to Phil 
Tufneli and Ronnie Irani (both 
groin strains) as well as Stew- 
art (back spasm) are moni- 
uared rather than put to the test 
That would give Chris Silver- 
wood and Andy Caddick, who 


about the only bowler in anything 
resembling a mid-season groove. 

Darren Gough is gelling 
there, bui has yet to reach the 
penetrative heights achieved 
during those heady couple of 
weeks in Australia two Christ- 
mases ago, when he looked 
every bit a Test match howler. So 
far lie has looked fluent without 


spent yesterday perusing the looking dangerous, something 
wildlife dioramas housed in the majority of England’s hats- 
thk city's exceSenl Natural His- men cannot even begin to claim. 


lory museum, a last chance to 
stake their claims. 

Also. Alan Mull ally would 
miss a last chance to pul his feet 
up before the serious cricket 
starts. He has bowled steadier 
than a fish eagle's gaze and is 


With a prolonged evening 
thunderstorm damping every- 
thing down, their resolve could 
again be given a searching lest 
if the pitch has sweated under 
the covers and Atherton shows 
his usual poor form with the toes. 


Brighton have two 
points deducted 


^football 




Brighton's hopes of surviving in 
the Football League were con- 
siderably reduced last night 
when the Nationwide League’s 
bottom club were fined two 
points by the Football Associ- 
ation. It leaves the managerless 
chib now 11 points adrift at the 
bottom of the Third Division. 

The FA - which is trying to 
broker a solution to Brighton's 
off- the -field problems - pun- 
ished the club for the two pitch 
invasions made by protesting 
fans during the game against 
Lincoln on 1 October. 

The dub already had a sus- 


pended sentence of a three- 
point deduction, and the dosune 
of the ground for one match, 
hanging over them following 
disturbances last April. 

The FA decided not to acti- 
vate the suspended sentence in 
full once their crowd control 
commission found them guilty 
of faffing to control their spec- 
tators. Instead they deducted 
two points and ordered them to 
pay the costs of the hearing. 
Brighton have 14 days to appeal. 

The Coventry chairman 
Bryan Richardson has pledged 
that money would be available 
to attract players even if the 
clubs goes ahead with propos- 
als to take over Coventry Rug- 


Arsenal’s French link 
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Arsbne Wenger, the Arsenal 
manager, said yesterday the 
north London dub were con- 
sidering a partnership with the 
Jfrench First Division side 
■pannes for the training of 
young players. 

The former Monaco coach 
said Arsenal and Cannes were 
about to “sign a partnership in 
the field of training and talent 
spotting”. A number of promis- 
ing players have emerged from 
Cannes, like the midfielder 


Patrick Vieira, now with Arse- 
nal after a spell at Milan. 

Franz Beckenbauer, the Bay- 
ern Munich president, plans to 
clear the air with Jurgen Klins- 
mann early in the New Year, fol- 
lowing the striker's criticism On 
national television of the team’s 
playing style, and his threat to 
leave at the end of the season. 
The striker scored Bayern’s goal 
in their 1-0 win over Borus&ia 
Mdnchengladbach on Saturday 
- only his fifth of the season. 
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Premiership dubs will share a 
£36m jackpot after Bass yes- 
terday agreed to treble their cur- 
rent sponsorship input over the 
neat four years. . . 

The new' agreement for the 
FA Carling Premiership re- 
placing the original £12m deal 
which expires this summer, is 
another feather in the op of the 
Premier League’s departing 
chief executive, Rick Party. 

Now, though, a replacement 
is needed for the former ac- 
countant, who has confirmed his 
announcement of last week 
that he is leaving to take up a 
similar post at Liverpool. 

An appointments commit- 


tee comprising the Tbttenham 
chairman Alan Sugar, West 
Ham’s Tfeny Brown, Newcastle’s 
Freddie Fletcher and Everton’s 
Phil Carter has the job of head 
hunters. 

Northern Ireland, who con- 
tinue their Warid Cup campaign 
on Saturday against Albania, 
win be without the veteran Stoke 
defender Nigel Worthington 
(bade injury) and St Johnstone's 
Danny Griffin (bade). Both 
men yesterday followed Mill- 
wall’s Anton Rogan in with- 
drawingfrom the squad. 

Bryan Hamilton, the North- 
ern Ireland manager, called up 
St Johnstone's George O ’Boyle 


by Club. Richardson said the 
arm would be to try and push 
Coventry RFC into Division 
One of the Courage League if 
CSty opted to invest in the 
Coundon Road-based dub. 

City expressed their interest 
at an extraordinary general 
meeting of the xusjby dnb, who 
as a result delayed malting a de- 
dsion on whether to accept a 
£lm investment offer from the 
property group, Leander. 

The football dub now have ; 
until 16 December to dedde ! 
whether to put forward any I 
formal bid and, if they do 
choose to pursue that policy, 
then rugby club members wfll 
dedde three days later which 
proposal to accept 

Richardson said: “At the mo- 
ment we are simply evaluating 
their financial status and future 
contractual commitments to 
try to work out how much mon- 
ey win be needed. Ifwe get in- 
volved it will be to support the 
rugby team and make sure, in 
everyway we can, that they get 
up info Division One. If it re- 
quires investment in the signing 
of players, then it will be done.” 

Richardson is keen to ascer- 
tain if investing in Coventry 
RFC, and with it a possible 
ground-share at HighfieM Road, 
would be a viable proposition. 


money 


and Southampton’s Jim Mag- 
flton, only for Magilton to with- 
draw through injury. Hamilton 
has now turned to the un- 
capped 21-year-old Queen’s 
Park Rangers defender, Mark 
Graham. His side have lined up 
a friendly against Belgium at 
Windsor Park on 11 February. 

Bany Home, the 34-year-old 
Birmingham midfielder, has 
shr ugg ed off an ankle injury that 
threatened to rule him out of 
Whies’ World Cup qualifier 

against TUrkey in Cartfin cm Sat- 
urday. The uncapped Queen’s 
Park Rangers defender Karl 
Ready has, however, been 
added to the squad. 
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Broncos left 
battered by 
Pack attack 


Packers’ LeRoy Butler sacks Bill Musgrave of the Broncos 


Photograph: Allsport 
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SPORTING DIGEST 


Kumble’s spin upsets 
South African rhythm 


Cricket 

The leg-spinner Anil Rumble 
and the medium-pace bowler 
Javagal Srinath exploited an un- 
even pitch to bowl out South 
Africa for 177 in their first in- 
nings, giving India a 60-run 
lead on the second day of the 
third Tfest in Kanpur yesterday. 

Rumble claimed 4 for 71 
and Srinath 3 for 42 as South 
Africa chased India’s first in- 
nings of 237. Fanie de Villi ers 
struck back to claim Woorkeri 
Raman Ibw for 2 and leave In- 
dia 7 for 1 at the dose. 

South Africa were cruising at 
121 for 3 before a middle-order 
collapse, when they lost four 
wickets m the space of 30 balls 
and 10 runs. Rumble engi- 
neered it, claiming the wickets 
of Caiyll Cullinan and Hansie 
Cronje. 


Second aw Mb wn a» 


(OMBteic 204 tors 

*SRTanUvc Dc WeattMaW 61 

AKumetobOn* 5 

A R Kapoor c D« V»a* b Mams .11 

l Smam o »fy] b Mto* — -0 

BKVPMEU ragout — — 1 

Extras tb3 fc6 nbU ~10 

haul pMU tjra i s ) .-W 

FMfc 1-76 2-111 A- 160 4-1BS6-1S3 fr 1S3 7-21* 
B-2SA 9-224. 

Bo^nc De vaara 15-7-1BO; KkMrar 17-A-47- 
0 (Iran; Sjmaw 21-B-67* UdMsn 1S-7-40-2: 
AUsm lSj.-©^6c 0«W 1(16-11-2- 
SOU1N AfHJCA - M Mnp 

AC Hudson Dw b Kurtto IS 

CWaowcSanantHapw .M 

H H Gt*n b ttoqow — — IT 

DJ CuMnen a Adtomddn b Kumblo — J g 

•W J Cnr4* c dacmenl h Kurnbta IS 

B M MdlMm O GnnMti — 1 

JO J fttssiBtoon o SraiMIt - * 

L Wuserat a Dreed b SrMIt .~S 

P L Sprees not on—-—— M 

PSde wieatwbMtftW— — - g 

PRACbrntanom — -5 

exu>b4ta3i --Z 


American Football 

NRi Cw y Bog A t Dwiwr 6i W mbwBt 16 San 

23 E^wston 17; MY H- 
ws* 17 Maul 7; Mum 3l New OrMn* 15; 
Tamo* Bay 24 W«i*«on 10; Dallas 10 Aitmw 
6: Now Engtand 34 NYJns ID; Sorria 26 Birf- 
tnto 18; Caietna 30 San Ftanctaco 24; MKnesom 
24 D«m# 22. 

AtbtatScs 

Annemarl SandaS, ttie European cross- 
country champion tom Finland, win run 
In Bupa County Duiham Inttmadonal 
cross-countiyoeftt on Saturday, 28 De- 
cember 

BadRfaiton 

Engand have named two new mixed 
doubleapairkTgs for the Japffli Open and 
Korea Open next month as Steve Bad- 
detey, the (firectw of ate play, plans 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


for the future. Simon Archer wilt part- 
ner the 19-year-oid Joanne WrtgW and 
raids Hunt will team up with Donna Kel- 
logg, also 19. 

ENGUND raw OtmtOeaa, U-japmumj, 
Tokyo nid Homa Opoo, 21X18 January. Saoufc 
Han't alngkai: D HoB. P Knowles, C Haaflvnn. 

dooblaa: S Ansar and C Hunt Woman 1 * 
atncHw J Warn. Woman's dontdes: D KUok 
and J Mtaad doublaa: S Airtw endJ 

Wt10n. C Thm and D Kettogg.. 

BaskotbaD 

NBfcToraraa 97 Chicago 89; OmTand 90 LA 
atom 69; MMMJtoe 100 Bom 87; Qoiden 
Sub 114 £» AreoaO 88; nvxnlx 106 Indiana 
03; Saaamemo 91 OrtandQflA; LA lateffi 110 


St*; 4 121 5-126 6-130 7-131 
8-144 9-163. 

Bodbr Srtranti l«-T-«^. Pnmd 1AS-2M. 
KurHa 27-2-71-4, a-2-19-2, Joahl 73- 

2-130. 

HDH - SaasDd Mng* 

wv Raman two Da VBuan — — 2 

N R Mon0a not out — — — - * 

A Hunt** not 04 — ~0 

bdna IWj 1 

Total (tor l, 4 man) —.7 

Ml-2. 

EBaac in vm* 2 - 1 - 2 - 1 : mn 

ubWnk s VMuampHMn Ond) and D R St»- 

nart (Engl. 


Tim Howl's ranking among 
the mpney.eamers on the AJP 
Tour after, fiis £280,000 for 
reaching ^the^ ^ Grand Siam 
Cup semi-finals boosted his 
total to £568,000.. 


The Wfarto Badng Unton iPfthKfuyMaerS: 
championsrtp has falen vacant after Jon 
Robinson, the WBU presMort, refused 
to sanction last fiida/s contest between 
MonasU Griffin and James Toney In Reno, 
Nevada, because an three judges and 
the referee were tom Nevada. Toney, 
the Wleholdartom CfocagD. was beat- 
en by Ms Detroit opponent on points. 
The lilies state that Tbney be stripped 
of Hschampfonshjpeienlhoy^j his de- 
feat came m a non-tide bout 

Cricket 

England’s batsmen failed to capitalise 
on an exceflent bow«ng dlspiay on the 
second day of their four-day Under- 19 
intEfnation8la^instPa«tanfriF&isah 
a bad after wrapping up the hosts' 1n- 
ninjp for256. En^and then Gflpped tom 
192 for 4 to 230 aH out, a first -inrungs 

deficit of 28 . 


second day or fbu): Pahswn 26 
4-79); Engand 230 (A FVntoir 52). 


SHBTTCLD SWBD (Firal dqr orftwri: Hotatt 
VWo« 431 tor 9 dec (D M Jones 145, L nap- 
or 77. D Saher 66 do) and 204 tor 3 H Haney 
B2D0. W XMB9 5BK Taamanta 481 lor S doc CM 
DAAnon 110, D C Boon 118. S Young 113) aid 
301 fcr2 DSC (J Co» 132, D HUB 124rol Mateb 


Football 

Scott Howie, the Motherwell goal- 
keeper, could be out of action for six 
weeks after sufferinoa fractured cheek- 
bone in SatunJay's 2-1 win over Celtic 
at Fir Park. Howie’s cheek is broken In 
three places and the 24 -year-old wM un- 
dergo an operation today. 

Mark Morris, the Brighton captain, wfll 
In plaster tor three weeks after ruptur- 
ing ankle kgpments in last week's de- 
feat by Darlington, the experienced 
defender was the last player brougit to 
the troubled dub by the former man- 
ager Jimmy Case. 

Pfifflppe Albert, the Newcastle defend- 
er who was left out for Belgium's Duo 
previous World Cup Qualifiers against 
Turkey and San Marino, has been re- 
called to the squad to ptey the Nether- 
lands In Brussels on Saturday. 

Rormy Rosenthal, the Tottenham for- 
ward, and Southampton's recent import 
Eyal Beriujvhch are both included in ls- 
raefs 20-man squad to face LuembouE 
in a World Cup qualifier next week. 
Hearts are set to lose the Italian de- 
fender Ftequafe Bounofortw match- 
es over the Chnstmas period. Bruno was 
booked in Saturday's goalless draw 
against Ralth Rovers and now goes over 
the (fedplnary points threshold. The de- 
fender wa be banned for forties at home 
to Rangers on SanatJayZI December, 
and atrip to Dunferm li ne on Boxing Day- 


Mike Milligan, the Norwich Oty mid- 
fielder, was back in training yesterday 
after receiving head Injuries m an mo- 
dem outside a Manchester nightclub on 
Saturday ni&n. 

Patrick Kuhert, the ^ax strict; has been 
recalled to the Dutch squad for Satur- 
day’s World Cup qualifier against Bel- 
gium In Brussels. Arsenal’s Den ms 
Betgkamp and Pierre van Hoajdonk of 
Celtic are also among the forwards 
named In the 18-man party. 

WOOD CUP OobemT toiMkirf reuod arawp 
A (Lot An ed m fc Guatemala 2 (Bodes 27, 60) 
Timdad ore ToMgi l Eve On. 

ASIAN CUP to) C IW-AII, UAE): Japan 4 (None, 
mi T. K Uua 37. Mauono B6, 901 LHnetanar 
Os Qnoa 3 (Mo MvSiu 34. Gao fang -19, U Bng 
72} Syria Q. 

AWN INSURANCE COMBINATION Fir* DMAon: 

Swndon 1 Bnsttl Rovers 3. 

SUNDMTS UTE RESULTS; Htftan Laasaoe Lam 
0 Romo 0. Spanish iMpw ADifcsc Bibeo 1 
ASebeo Madntl 1. 

miKwmoe pootbau. I£aouc Pottpanod 
matohac Mdan Doncaster v Cankfl. He- 
uiaEW tabnc Tuo 17 tes Braotom cay v 
Readaw (from Sol 14 Dec). Tfca 4 Mk Mans- 
Wd * msier ffram rue 19 Novi. 

AUTO WWDSCHEEMS SHELP H— r anf d ftt- 
turacTna 17 Dee QSntJian ¥ Cante (ftom 7w 
:0 fm. Tue 7 Jkc Swansea v Wycombe l»cro 
UMIfl Dec). 


SKI HOTLINE 


American football 

MATT TENCH 

It was billed as a Super Bowl re- 
hearsal and turned out to be just 
like the real thing. The Green 
Bay Packers and Denver Bron- 
cos have been acclaimed as the 
best sides in their respective 
conferences this season, but as 
Sunday's confrontation con- 
firmed, there remains a world 
of difference between reigning 
in the NFC and the AFC 

The last time an AFC side WT3Q 
the Super Bowi Ronald Reagan 
was in the White House and 
Cheers was still a twinkle in a TV 
executive’s eye. The NFC has 
woo the last 12 Super Bowls, usu- 
ally by a wide margin, and that 
pattern continued at Lambeau 
Field when the Rack crushed a 
Denver team with only one pre- 
vious defeat this season 41-6. 

If the two meet again at the 
end of January the Broncos will 
no doubt make much of the ab- 
sence of then inspirational quar- 
terback John Elway. Having 
secured home field advantage 
throughout the play-offs a week 
ago, they chose to rest Elway’ s 
Injured hamstring. 

The presence of the jour- 
neyman Bill Musgrave in El- 
way's place might explain a 
defeat - although one of the 
Broncos' strengths this year 
was supposed to be the lack of 
reliance on Elway — but surely 
not a thrashing. Terrell Davis, 
the running bade who has trans- 
formed the Broncos offense, 
was held to 54 yards, and it was 
a bad day for those, your cor- 
respondent among them, who 
detected a narrowing of the gap 
between the two conferences. 

In foot the Broncos have 
beaten only one half-decent 
NFC team all season (and that 
a somewhat fortuitous success 
in Minnesota) and a look at 
Denver’s record suggests that its 
league-leading status owes 
much to the inferior quality of 
the opposition. 

While Elway rested, Brett 


QU VAIKHAIL CONFERENCE RMna»d 
IMe FH 20 D»e: Stouffi v WeOmg own Sat 
2QDeci. 

BELL’S SCOTTISH LEAOUE PodpoMd tmrtcfe- 
«Mc Tomorrow: OenK v Kflrnamoch (HwJ. Sat- 
urday: Choc v Ruth (tbaj; Airdrie v Si 
Mmstm Tub 17 Dee). 

Golf 

SOW WORLD RMABNBS: 1 G Nonrun (Aus) 
10.7ftra; a T Lxmman (US) 9.61; 3 C Mom- 
gorra-ne (G8l 9.05; 4 E Els ISA) 9.02; 5 F Cote 
ptes (US) a&S: 6 N Faldo (GB) 8J20: 7 P 
Mcieisort [US1 7.85; 8 M Ozafci (Japan) 7.58: 
9 D LMB ■ IU51 753; 10 M O'Meara (USJ 7 J2. 
Other 68 and M hi top 50: 27 I Woosnam 
iJ32 : 40 S Torrance ana. 

Ice hockey 

SUPBtLEAQUH (Sunday): Ayr 6 Braetaiefl 6 

H°^aAsrowMifneJ:Canl«f4Sheneld3;Not- 

urWam 6 Baansuoke L 

NORTHERN LEAGUE Premier (Setuntay): 

Durtnes 7 Casdereatfi G ton): Fife G WhUtty 

4; Pasley 16 SVxnayteld 0. (SundBy): 

6umfirtra^a-nB3fle«sa^2F&WJ0; 



Favre revelled. The Green Bay 
play-caller, in the prime of his 
career, threw for another four 
touchdowns, three to Antonio 
Freeman, to lake his season's tal- 
ly to 35. 

The victory allowed the Rack 
to retain their NFC East title, and 
puts them a game ahead in the 
race for home-field advantage in 
the NFC throughout the play-offs. 
Two teams still capable of de- 
priving them of that, San Fran- 
cisco and Carolina, met for the 
blest round of what has quickly 
become one of the league’s most 
intense divisional rivalries. 

For the third time in four en- 
counters the Panthers, new to the 
NFL last year, prevailed to take 
a marginal lead in the NFC 
West. A combination of turn- 
overs. crucial 49er penalties and 
an ability to go deep repeatedly 
against a normally reliable sec- 
ondary was enough for the Pan- 
thers to win 30-24. "They can't be 
that good, that's not an expansion 
team 1 see out there," George 
Seifert, the 49ers head coach, said. 

The Dallas Cowboys returned 
to the lop of the NFC East with 
a 10-6 victory in Arizona, ap- 
parently untroubled by the ab- 
sence of Leon Lett, their best 
defensive lineman- Lett was sus- 
pended for a year last week, af- 
ter felling a drugs test Lett 
missed four games last season for 
faffing a simila r misdemeanour, 
and the year-long ban is manda- 
toiy for a seond infringement 
Michael Irvin, the Cowboys wide 
receiver who served his own 
drags ban at the start of the sea- 
son, made the crucial play, a 
50-yard YD reception- 

jimmy Johnson, the Cow- 
boys' former head coach now in 
charge of Miami, had guaranteed 
a victory at home to the New 
York Giants, which seemed a 
reasonable assumption. After- 
wards Johnson was forced to 
make an even less contentious 
statement “We showed today we 
are not a very good football 
team," he said following the 
17-7 defeat which put his side out 
of the play-offs. 


Rugby League 

Alt Davys and Paul Mansson, trie half- 
backs refereed by the Super Lea©ie 
newcomers. Salford Reels, look set to 
join foitehire dubs. Davys. the Cook Is- 
lands scrum-half, has agreed a two-year 
contract wftri trie First Division outfit 
Hudderafieid Kanes, subject to work per- 
mit clearance. Mansson, the former 
Canberra Raiders stand -oft, is having 
talks with Huns/et. trie Second Dfwsron 
Club. 

Andy Gregpry, the Salford Reds coach, 
and the Ch adman, John WBMnson. will 
be In charge of the Great Britain squad 
for the World Super League Nmes in 
TownsvOfe, Australia, which win be 
played over three days starting on 31 
January. Gregpry will finalise his squad 
of 14 over the next few days. 

Iannis 

Richard Krapcek, the Wimbledon cham- 
pion, wfll be out of acton for up to 10 
weeks after underjpng knee surgay >es- 
rerriay. The Dutchman, who has suffered 
tom knee trouble for some time. wiU 
miss trie Australian Open in Melbourne 
next month. 


Snow reports 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and H ** ort 
North America. 

Phone or fax; 


L» Upp 


^ Reward for Salford pair 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


J Rugby League 

\ The Salford chairman and 
^ coach, JbtmTOIkinson and Andy 
. Grqpry, have been rcvrardedfttf 
b theirclub’s success by being put 
J in charge of Great Britain's side 
j in the Nines mTovvasville, 

f\ writes Dave HadfieML 

* Gregory, the former Test 
j scrum-half, and Wilkinson win 

* take the British squad to the 
/ three-day tournament, which 
/ begjns on 31 January. “My part- 
f nershjp with John has reaped 
/ greatrewards for Salford and we 

/ are confident we can do wefl on 
j the international front," said 
r Gregory, who guided Salford 
into Super League by winning 
the First Division last season. 


Gregory has developed into 
one of Britain’s most promising 
coaches, but the decision to ap- 
point him could be read as a snub 
to the Test coach Phil Larder. 

Although the tournament falls 
on a blank weekend between 
rounds of the Silk Cut Cha l len ge 
Cup, only one player will be se- 
lected from each chib. The Nines 
have been switched to North 
Queensland after orffy one year 
of a plann ed five in Hji- 

■JSvo of SalforcTs surplus over- 
seas players are in the process 
of finding new dubs for next sea- 
son. The Cook Islander, Ali 
Davys, has agreed terms with 
Huddersfield while the New 
Zealander Paul Mansson is 
talking to Hunslet. 


FaotbaB 

7-30 unless XaM 

AUTO WMDGCMENS SHIELD 

NORIHBM SECTION TOST ROUND 


IQSifiAfiUeStiflwilfifcMamtoVarrit'Mlny 
(7.451. a a tifc n tnum Cm —con d mand 
npkv: Offer to* 8 HarriW vBOerkny 17.43. 


Cart* v Redtfria (7.45) 

DMcartM-r Stockport — 

Harttapool v Bomlfly 

HrfCUyvCtMEtar 

MtaaibaM v Macfcpoot {7.48)—— 

Itn w finn ia # v Hotto Coaly 

SOUTHERN SECTION fUST HOUMJ 

Matnt fin aa r i « Braodbnl 

CwnOrtfoi tftrir Cakhwto (7AS) . 


Latin « Uytm Oriaat 

Fbmwtt * PomaBiouth (MS) — 

GarvMDauacamRENcE 
Wrrl AiPA kl v Wmamto li w (!■*$ 
BBJ.'S SCGTTKH LEAGUE 
PftQNQt DIVISION 

band— UMK ltu p m {MB 

mm mvisiGM 

StU«AUeavSCMInan_ 



WODMSION 

C w wI i rtu Nh w Pwfar» Strwiraof 

W«TOIIWIVEIiM<!ffc lek tMftrt » v FA 
» fcinm smam a RortbttH fo. 
MtoMHBiaVMCS«wi iwwl 
&n»«SBaioi#vHBROT. 


JBHSON BtSIBM LEAfit£ Planter DMslon 
CTABl: Buy Town v Sutxry TomuGibM 
Yermouh v fWanhanc SuCwy VAneams v 
Hadefth: Tvlree v WMOMfoe- 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEABUE FMDM- 
•tew BWw*iRpww*»Nfc»cofflto Tone Moss- 

a v Nanntcft; HcodK Tmoby second font 
wRoadvKttswa. 

1MJET SUSSBC COUNTY LSACUE PM DM. 
•teK Anindrt v HnAam YMCA; Peacefiann fi 
Trtsaernbe v Bunsi ML 
SCREWRX DIRECT LEAGUE mailer MrMens 
Bristol Manor FBna vnmtui. 




fk YOUTH CUP Saeood maufc Wofe*s v 
Wycomtie (7.0j; Wadom v Rsadfig Bnad 
ROuen v (Jueer'c Pav Ravn rat Titefi West 
GitmMfcfi * EVeran (7 JJn VKfng Sports v Wm- 
Medon (7.45L 

Ru^by Union 

TOUR MATCHES: Endnd Av Argentina [7J01 
1 « Mwthampun): Romond v waaem Samoa 
(7 3M; SaxterxJ DevEkumea W vOuewatond 
(7 Mi tat McOiarmld Park, Perth). 
ANGUMRELSH CUP PfKH 2A: Efibw Vafc v 
GkMJCXSer (7451 

BashettaD 

CLASSUC COLA imrs NATIONAL CUP Saral- 
flnal second lag: Newcastle v Sheffield (7 30). 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCMX ffc* day of taa): MBMM- 
tatonti v England at Bunina Atfifat CJiijj; 

Quoeraiarid am Tte Qrtiiw Bfetenu. 


0891 333 110 

Ski Codes: For a to list of 180+ 
resort codes: 0990 100 843 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


KUzbohM ....Good Shun £ m farated area 30% 

Obwrgmr^ Fxrctoa esrty ttWf 95% 

W«ehm BoTf„.__Pty powder mas sained 100% 


CIwimi, ... Fresn pondeiy mow 

TTCRW-..^ Loa of dry snow 


30% 2.12 

95% 2-12 

100 % 8.12 


80 Snow srtars. 


...Great sung, osp rififi Hopes 90% 


60 160 
40 100 


70 2S0 
100 2SO 
110 180 


At-a-dance fax guide to snow CawWa ..... J>laniydpmdtfnayMiere 90% 30.11 200 400 

conditions at 180+ resorts world- ^ aw cots* open 79 % 5.12 70 23 a 


Variable 

Unsettled 


wide: 

0897 500 601 


Where to find fits 
best snow -by fax. 
Call SKIFAX - the ski feds: 
0897 300 301 


SPUN 

Sierra N w ada-Jltsh snow ewrywhW 

swnzaajwo 

Dawn Worderfd eaiVconttnons 

StMoHtz JUKMfenu of porter 

Zermatt Fmsfi pomfer at M Mels 


StMoHtz Jttitpdanea of porter 95% 1.12 100 250 Cbangeatfe 

Zermatt Fred) powder at al lewis 100% 1, 12 150 230 Unsattbd 

UWTEPSTATCS A CANADA 

Aap on ^.Ppirter and packed pOMlsr 95% 110 315 Ooud/5«» 


Vafl Powder n Bock Bowts 


110 140 OouVSnow 


SKII 

DBECT 


(>to to OBfo Gondn art 5QpAto D^fftm Btta. ttl other tow * Cels to 0BB7 5 sennem (Btt £1AWn • Crts to 0897 eanlcas cod 

Ettoftnli ■ Hflfelna: 0990 133 345 
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Flying the flag 

Alan Watkins looks at the changing 
face of the rugby tour, page 22 
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Blue memories 

Chris Hewett previews today’s Varsity 
match at Twickenham, page 22 
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Guscott on wing as England have to r 


m 


uffle 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Jack Rowell is not the sort of 
man to wish injury on his worst 
enemy, let alone members of his 
own rugby team. But the Eng- 
land coach is enough of an op- 
portunist to subscribe at least 
occasionally to the silver lining 
foeoiy of selection, hence his de- 
cision to recall Jeremy Guscott 
to national colours against Ar- 
gentina at Twickenham this 
weekend. 

After winning 45 caps as a 
centre, Guscott replaces his 
concussed Bath dub-mate Ade- 


dayo Adebayo on the left wing. 
Phil de Glanville and Will Car- 
ling continue their partnership 
in the England midfield and 
Rowell, acutely aware that he 
will have to perm two centres 
from three sooner or later, can 
rest easily in bed until the next 
crunch selection meeting at the 
end of January. 

“Well bite the bullet when it 
needs to be bitten," be said, tac- 
itly admitting that if all three 
midfield contenders are fit and 
well going into the Five Nations 
opener against Scotland on 1 
Februajty, he would find it eas- 
ier to pick a winning line on the 


lottery. While Guscott is not a 
complete stranger to the No 11 
shirt - he made two Cup final 
appearances on the left wing as 
a replacement in the mid-1980s 
- it is the best part of a decade 
since be wore it in anger. 

He remains England's most 
naturally gifted attacking cen- 
tre, and for the moment, at least, 
his new role can only be seen as 
a one-off. 

Last weekend's mini-out- 
break of concussion also ac- 
counted for Tim Stimpsoa- The 
new England full-back was 
stretch ered from Twickenham 
after tackling David Campese 


during the Barbarians' match 
with the touring Australians, 
like Adebayo, he must now sit 
on the sidelines fora mandatory 
three-week rest period. Nick 
Beal, 26 last week, wins a first 
cap in his place. 

“Nick has been playing ex- 
tremely well for Northamp- 
ton.” said Rowell, who took 
advice from Ian McGeedian, 
the Midlanders’ coach, before 
plumping for Beal ahead of the 
more experienced Jon Callard. 

“He has suffered in the past 
from being bounced around 
from position to position, but 
he's settled down now and I 


think he offers an all-round fall- 
back's game as well as a strike 
option from the back." 

Beal will be the eighth play- 
er capped by Rowell in the 
space of four weeks. The re- 
mainder of this season's 'new 
boys - first-choices Andy Go- 
marsalL Simon Shaw and Chris 
Sheasby and the two front-row 
replacements Rob Hardwick 
and Phil Greening - stay in 
place. 

Guscott was only toTd of 
Rowell's decision yesterday 
morning as he arrived at 
Bisham Abbey for a weights ses- 
sion. Tin speechless for once," 


hesaid “The oofythingrm sure 
about is that rtf be more ner- 
vous for this match than any 
other England, game I’ve ever 
played. 

“I'll approach things in the 
same way as Tin approaching an 
my rugby this season - looking 
for enjoyment, letting things 
happen without thinking too 
much about it in advance -but 
Fm folly aware that IVe got a 
lot to learn about the wing po- 
sition. 

“Having said that. I'm keen 
to make the most of the extra 

space and freedom a wing tends 

to get. When all is said and 


done, Tmpist happy to be in the 
side; spending twogames on foe " 
'bench has given me a new per- . 
spective on things,” Guscott 
added 

Rowell went out. of his way 
yesterday' fo support De Glan- 
vflle's captaincy after a -weekend 
of sharp criticism in sections of 
the media. “Give him a 
chance,” he said. “We’ re chang- 
ing the side at the same time as 
we’re tiying-tb change the way- 
we play, and Phil is a central fig- 
ure in a very, difficult balancing 
act. 

“My information is that he 
played outstandingly for Bath 


ifanyone asks whether I am still 
. convinced he is worth his place 
in the side, I can only say to 
them that be is stOl there on the 
teamshect and will be as long 
as his form and fitness lasts. 
That is the same for every 
player.” 

EN6LAHD tv Argaotfcn. TMckenhMn. Sat- 
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CatHBatfO. AGomars* (Wasps): G Bwm- 

txeo OfiteaSBi). M R«#» IBnsBCtt. I 
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Johnson ftittestei). T Rodber (Northerns 
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Wasps}. Rftplaceanon te ; J Cs B a rd (BaW. 
A King (Wasps). K Bracken [Saracens!. R 
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Rangers can 
break away 
as Celtic rest 


Football 


Tommy Burns last night de- 
fended his gamble of putting 
Celtic’s championship chase on 
hold for 10 days as fans aigued 
over the psychological signifi- 
cance of two postponements. 

Celtic have given Rangers the 
opportunity to open a 17-poinl 
gap at the top of the Scottish 
Premier Division as they pursue 
a ninth successive title. Now ar- 
guments will rage over whether 
Bums has made the right deci- 
sion in requesting that the Scot- 
tish League postpone matches 
against the two bottom sides in 
tfie table. 

Matches against Kilmarnock 
at Celtic Park tomorrow and at 
Raith on Saturday have been 
called off because of World Cup 
call-ups for Jorge Cadete and 
Pierre van Hooijdonk. 

Van Hooijdonk was named 
yesterday in the Dutch squad to 
face Belgium at the weekend, and 
Burns immediately activated the 
rule that allows postponements 
if a club has two players called 
away on international duty. 


vantage to 17 if they won at 
Dundee United tomorrow and 
at home to Dunfermline on Sat- 
urday and Kilmarnock next 
Tuesday, 24 hours before Celtic 
travel to Dunfermline. 

Burns sees his decision not as 
a risky business but “the obvi- 
ous and right course of action” 
in the wake of Saturday's defeat 
at MotherwelL 

Alan Stubbs, who had flu at 
the weekend, will have recov- 
ered for the trip to Dunfermline 
and Phil O’Donnell, out for 
much of the season, could also 
be back by then. Jackie McNa- 
mara. who has a hamstring 
problem, and the club captain. 
Paul McStay, will miss fewer 
matches following the ruling. 

Paolo Di Canio’s one-match 
suspension, which the Italian 
was due to serve at Raith on Sat- 
urday, will now be held over un- 
til the visit to East End Park. 
The Scottish League last night 
rearranged the match against 
Kilmarnock for Wednesday 8 
Januaiy, and Celtic’s trip to 
Raith for Tbesday 14 Januaiy. 

Celtic issued a brief statement 
after yesterday’s decision. Bums 
saying: “With the entire strike- 
force unavailable through in- 


ternational duty, this is the ob- 
vious and right course of action 
to take and the reason the rule 
was created in the first place, so 
teams in this position are not pe- 
nalised as a result of providing 
players for international duty. 

Whiter Smith, the Rangers 
manager, was as diplomatic as 
ever, msisting he wll carry on 
considering foe gap to be eight 
points until that particular fig- 
ure changes in relation to 
Celtic's games in hand, but few 
can doubt that if Rangers open 
up a 17-point lead, Celtic will 
face immense pressure at East 
End Park on Wednesday week 
against Dunfermline. 

Geoff Scobie, a Glasgow Uni- 
versity psychology lecturer, 
could see arguments for and 
against the decision by Bums. 
There are two aspects to it - the 
players and management, and 
the fans,” he said. “I suspect it 


Rangers, eight points clear at saying: “With foe entire strike- 
present, would stretch their ad- force unavailable through in- 

Emerson comes back 


Emerson is back in the North- 
east after finally returning from 
South America. 

The £4m Brazilian, who has 
gone Awol three limes in the 
past month, almost did not 
even make it back to Tecssidc 
last nighL as his final flight 
from Amsterdam was diverted 
to Newcastle because of fog. 

Middlesbrough hope to con- 
vince the wayward midfielder 
that his future is at the River- 
side Stadium. Emerson's last 
game for Middlesbrough was 


the 3-1 defeat at Newcastle a 
month ago. 

Boro’s Brazilian botheration 
does not end with the home- 
sickness and Qiness of Mis Emer- 
son, which have apparently 
unsettled her husband. The dub 
is also caught up in an inquiry by 
foe Central Bank of Brazil into 
their £4.75ra purchase of Junin- 
ho last year. Boro are happy to 
co-opcraic with investigations 
into possible foreign exchange 
fraud and tax evasion by Junin- 
ho’s former club. Sao Paulo. 


may not be a bad thing for foe 
Celtic players. Their morale 
took a blow at Motherwell over 
the weekend and, with two of 
their top players away, their con- 
fidence could have been dent- 
ed further for foe matches 
against Kilmar nock and Raith. 

"But I think supporters are 
affected by foe points gap, and 
if Celtic fall 17 oebind it will un- 
dermine confidence among sup- 
porters. There have been cases 
in recent years of clubs with 
games in band catching a rival, 
and you need look no further 
than Manchester United over- 
hauling Newcastle last season 
when the difference was 12 
points at one stage." 

Malky Mackay wants to stay 
at Celtic despite reports that 
West Brom want him The de- 
fender has turned down moves 
to Panick, Hibernian and 
Dundee United over foe last 
year and is determined to fight 
for his place at Farkhead. 
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ACROSS 

1 Cheque out at cheek-out? 
(4-3-5) 

S Greatest master team s 
quiet (7) 

9 Perhaps coffee tins shaped 
by worker (7) 

! 11 One notices Sweden's man 
at foe wheel? 17) 

12 Weeping woman's cut 
one's hesitation, it's ele- 
mentary (7) 

13 Given a pound Greek 
character returned record 
15) 

14 Possibly a vampire? f5,4) 

lb .Always quick and never 

reaching a grave state (y) 

19 Badly affected by copper 
ram (3-2 1 

21 Rodent catcher let out of 
old cat 13-4) 


23 They're left about on elec- 
tricity supply (7) 

24 It shows what must be paid 
to get ethics in pub? (3,4) 

25 Good, comparatively frilly, 
feature of eold age (7) 

26 Finding over 5 ways of 
communicating? i'l2) 

DOWN 

1 One directing search for 
vain man (7) 

2 About noon stop my an- 
noying cough? (7; 

3 To live holding fool of 
leading sailor is praisewor- 
thy (9) 

4 Stoop of Hamlet, say? (5) 

5 Bud cons breaking out 
would do this (7) 

6 Early changes will keep it 
far from the realm of 
dreams 17) 



Hands up: Saudi Arabia's Hussain Omar (right) takes part in an aerial ballet with 
Khalid Sabbar of Iraq during their countries' Group B Asian Cup match in the 
Maktoum Stadium, Dubai, on Sunday. A 26th-minute goal from Fahad Mahlalel gave 
Saudi Arabia victory and a place in the quarter-finals Photograph: AP 

Graham’s new Hauge link 
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ALAN NIXON 


George Graham is faring a Fifa 
investigation into new links with 
foe banned agenL Rune Hauge 
after he made Gunnar Halle his 
first signing for Leeds yesterday. 
The Leeds manager signed the 
Norwegian full-back from Old- 
ham for £400,000 yesterday in a 
deal handled by Haul’s partner, 
Frank Matticsen. 

Halle was previously a client 
of Hauge’s and, like many other 
Scanctinavian players, has moved 
to Mattiesen's stable in foe last 
year. That was when Hauge was 
banned by foe world governing 
body from having a licence to 
conduct transfen because of his 
part in the transfer scandal which 
engulfed Graham when he was 
Arsenal manager, and then ad- 
vising Mattiesen's player Lais Bo- 
hinen in a move to Blackburn. 


Although there is no sugges- 
tion of any illegal payments in 
foe HnlJe move, news that Mal- 
tiesen did the deal has angered 
1AFA, the Association of Li- 
censed Fife Agents. Its secretary. 
Dirk de Graen, said last night: 
“It is gelling a bit ridiculous. It 
is a dear case of abusing the sys- 
tem. We have made several 
complaints about Marti esen and 
Hauge m the past. It's obvious 
that Hauge continues to work. 

"There have been sufficient 
clear cases and we expect that 
Fifa will lake severe measures 
against players and chibs. It’s 
difficult to get at Hauge but you 
can get at those who deal with 
him, like clubs and players. 
And Matticsen is first in line." 

Fifa are expected to mvesti- 
age a handful of complaints 
linking Matticsen and Hauge in 
recent deals, but a spokesman for 
Fife. Keith Cooper, said: Ti is 


very difficult for us to prove any- 
thing. It is also down to the de- 
gree an unlicensed agent is 
actively involved. There is a 
grey area that we are concerned 
about.” 

If foe deal falls through be- 
cause of Hauge’s involvement, 
it would be Leeds' second trans- 
fer blow Lq two days, following 
John Scales’ decision to join 
Spurs. Leeds were confident 
that they had signed the Liver- 
pool defender, but Scales begins 
training with Tottenham today, 
and could make his debut - at 
Leeds - on Saturday, if a groin 
injury heals in time. 

“It was a very difficult situa- 
tion. I had my medical at Leeds, 
but I always said I would make 
my derision over the week- 
end,” Scales told Radio 5 Live 
yesterday. “Coming home on 
the train last night I made my 
mind up to join Tottenham." 


It’s a Computer; 


7 Criminal version of 1 
across? (5-3-4) 

10 Publicity after prison sen- 
tence is certainly not flash 
J4.S) 

15 Chemical store gone up in 
exp|osion (9) 

17 Article on lack of oxygen 
in chest suggest a nasty 
disease (7) 

18 Hard place of retreat but 
noi for the fleet (7) 

19 Company accepts blame - 
faulty harpsichord (7) 

2U Three attempt to confine 
one silly person (7) 

22 Journalists arc applying 
force (5) 


Symonds’ loyalty put to test 
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Cricket 


Gloucestershire are trying to 
persuade their young batting lal- 


down an invitation to play for 
Australia A against the touring 
West Indies in Melbourne on 
Friday. 

If the 2l-year-old AngJo- 
Australian, named in a 12- 
strong squad, accepts foe offer, 
it would effectively end his ca- 
reer at foe county and would 
also make him ineligible to 
plav for England. 

The Gloucestershire chief 
executive Philip August ex- 
plained: “As I see it, and as the 


Test and County Cricket Board 
sees it, it will break his qualifi- 
cation to play for us as an Eng- 
lish-based player. 

“This means he won’t be 
able to piny for us next season 
because our one overseas play- 
er font we are allowed is Court- 
ney WMsh, who happens lo be 
the club’s captain, so we 
couldn't really dump him." 

Symonds, bom in Birming- 
ham but raised in Australia, 
where he was a member of the 
Australian Cricket Academy, 
wfli come under pressure to re- 
ject foe overtures of the coun- 
try to which be emigrated 
when just 18 months old. Au- 
gust, speaking on BBC Radio 


5 Live, said: “We are, in a de- 
cent sort of way, trying to per- 
suade him not to play for 
Australia A. 

“Courtney Walsh will be play- 


dies against the Australian 
Prime Minister's XI in Canberra 
and mil be talking to Andrew 
on our behalf and explaining the 
benefits of staying within foe 
English county syst .-m and play- 
ing for Gfoucesu-rshire. 

•The ball is firmly in An- 
drew's court. If he accepts foe 
invitation to play for Australia 
A, the interpretation is that it 
breaks his qualification and 
therefore we would not be able 
to play him next year.” 


This is a devastation. Its a Iran cfient 
- the kind of machine that vision^y 
corrpanies ike Sun IWcrosystems 
bE&ve represents the future of 
corporate desktop computir®. 

It has no disk. It has no conventional 
operating system. It's designed to 
run pure Java, using applications 
rearing on your server. The benefits 
include h#ier refebtfty, better 
security - and a significant decrease ii 
cost of ownercfrp over tradtional PCs. 

Call for our JavaStation one-page 
summary, and -Network Computing 
and Java executive briefro 
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